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: Going the wrong way 


| SCOTT HARRIS / seott@vueweeklycom = 
ixty years ago, on December 10, 1948, Canada and 47 other countries of 
the United Nations General Assembly unanimously adopted the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights as the guiding document of the post-war era. 

While the declaration is far from perfect, the recognition that all human 
beings have inherent fundamental freedoms and human rights has had a pro- 
found impact over the past six decades as the foundation for the United 
Nations and a range of binding international conventions. 

Despite Canada’s central role in the creation of the declaration—Canadian 
john Humphrey prepared the first draft of the document—it remains a largely 
aspirational series of lofty goals which Canada as a nation has sadly drifted 
further and further away from in recent years, tarnishing the Canadian reputa- 
tion as a human rights leader in the eyes of the world. 

The case of Maher Arar and other Canadian citizens subjected to torture over- 
seas with the involvement of elements of the Canadian government is a clear 
violation of Article 5. The decision of the Conservatives to turn its back on Omar 
Khadr and the troubling use of security certificates to hold Canadian citizens 
without the usual procedures of a fair trial violate multiple articles of the decla- 
ration, including Articles 9, 10 and 11. Under the auspices of the so-called war 
on terror and increased integration with the United States on continental securi- 
ty we have turned our back on many individuals attempting to exercise their 
right to seek asylum from persecution, as guaranteed under Article 14. 

While the rights violations in such high-profile cases are troubling, Canada has 
long failed its citizens most notably when it comes to the declaration’s economic 
rights, including “the right to, work” and “to just and favourable conditions of 
work,” “the right to equal pay for equal work,” “the right to form and to join trade 
unions” and, gendered language aside, especially “the right to a standard of living 
adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including 
food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services." 

While it may be true that the articles of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights are merely goals to aim for, we should all be troubled that in most cases, 
Canada is moving rapidly in the wrong direction. v 
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= LETTERS 


MAYBE NOT EVERYONE'S HEARD 
ABOUT THE BIRD 


How about those energy producing wind 
mills—how many birds fly into them ("Mil- 
lions of birds at risk from tar sands: report,” 
Dec 4 - Dec 10, 2008)? How would you like 
to be a swan, flying along and not see the 
blades whirling? | think of that and wonder 
how birds will survive. | have some empa- 
thy for ecological matters but it seems 
there is something wrong in someone's 
eyes with almost everything. For ecology- 
minded people to speak of green power 
and not factor in the seemingly quiet and 
mammoth bird loss is not fair. 

And don’t forget all the birds which 
are flying into tall buildings. It’s true: 
hundreds every morning are scooped up 
after they fly into the windows of light- 
ed skyscrapers in the big cities. 

MIKE VINCENT 


SPEAKING OF FEDERAL POLITICS ... 


Here’s a sampling of the many letters 
we received on the ongoing goings-on 
in Ottawa: 


What better way to respond to his indig- 


nation at the thought of a coalition gov- 
ernment being formed then by letting 
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ee: 


Hell, Id settle for 
the stumblings of a 
present day 


Stephen Harper's words of September 9, 
2004—written to the Governor General, 
co-signed by Gilles Duceppe and Jack 
Layton—speak for themselves: 

“As leaders of the opposition parties, 
we are well aware that, given the Liberal 
minority government, you could be asked 
by the Prime Minister to dissolve the 38th 
Parliament at any time should the House 
of Commons fail to support some part of 
the government's program. We respect- 
fully point out that the opposition parties, 
who together constitute a majority in the 
House, have been in close consultation. 
We believe that, should a request for dis- 
solution arise this should give you cause, 
as constitutional practice has determined, 
to consult the opposition leaders and con- 
sider all of your options before exercising 
your constitutional authority. Your atten- 
tion to this matter is appreciated.” 

PETER JOHNSTON 


Parliament is prorogued. The govern- 
ment will fall and the January 27 budget 
will be the occasion. Parliament has no 
confidence in this government. 

Election 2009 is underway. Harper's 
disdain for Parliament and democracy is 
the ballot question. Democracy and the 
economy will be the issues. Harper's job 
is on the line. Harper does not have a 
mandate to act as a majority and, given 
his negative campaign, perhaps not a 
mandate at all is to the point. One man 
tule is not democracy. Figure out where 
you want to put your signs. 

BRIAN MARLATT 


SUES /8 


ge 


Joe Clark 


In Canada, we elect a Parliament, not a 
prime minister. The main check on the 
dictatorial powers of our prime minister 
is the supremacy of Parliament. 

If Parliament is not supreme, 
which is the principle Harper is try- 
ing to establish in order to preserve 
his power, then what checks are 
there on the dictatorial power of 
future prime ministers? The appoint- 
ed Governor General? 

If our elected representatives 
cannot determine the fate of Parlia- 
ment six weeks after being elected, 
then we the people will be at the 
mercy of one man, for that one man 
will know we do not want elections 
every six weeks. 

Preventing the people's duly elected 
representatives from voting (in order to 
hold onto power!) by suspending par- 
liament is an act befitting Robert 
Mugabe and the world’s other tin-pot 
dictators. Regardless of one’s party 
affiliations, surely this is an action that 
sends a shiver through anybody with a 
democratic spine. 

DALE SWIRSKY 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail Vue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email (let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 


i U] 
g else, the tumultuous 
if the past two weeks on 
it Hill have confirmed the 


old adage attributed to for- 


prime minister Harold wil- 
ek is a long time in politics. 

The reverberations of the political 

‘drama—or, depending on your political 

J grasp of how the parliamen- 

: m functions, the “constitu- 

| ¢risis”—sparked by the 

27 fiscal update presented 

Finance Minister Jim Flaher- 

ue to play out on the national 

2p each day bringing a new 
twist to an already convoluted saga. 

The latest turn of events was the 
move on December 9 by Liberal lead- 
ership hopeful Bob Rae to bow out of 
the truncated race to replace the 
embattled Stephane Dion as leader of 
the Liberal Party, clearing the way for 
Michael Ignatieff to take the reins in 
preparation for a resumption of the 
standoff in the new year when Parlia- 
merit resumes, 

With Parliament on hiatus until Jan- 
uaty 26 following the decision by 
Governor General Michaélle Jean to 
grant Prime Minister Stephen Harper's 
fequest to prorogue the House, and 
with the internal machinations of the 
Liberals having played out, questions 
remain: what has this unprecedented 
series of events meant for the country, 
and what might happen next? 

“The Governor General essentially 
acted like a referee in the early part of the 
championship game,” according to Duff 
Conacher, the coordinator of the Ottawa- 
based Democracy Watch. “She didn’t 
want to throw anyone out of the game, 
didn’t want to give out harsh penalties 
that would allow one side to score a win- 
ning goal, Both teams are weak, the fans 
are totally unimpressed with how they've 
been playing and the Governor General 
said, ‘Come back aftér the break between 
periods, Coalition, if you can hold togeth- 
€r as a team you might still have a 
chance of winning.’” 

Despite the uproar amongst sup- 
porters of the Liberal-NDP coalition 
about Jean's decision to prorogue, 
which allowed Harper to dodge cer- 
tain defeat on a motion of non-confi- 
dence, Chaldeans Mensah, the chair 
of the political science at MacEwan 
Callege, says that it was the most sen- 
sible move given the pace at which 
events were unfolding and the level of 
division in the country. 


|POLMICS 


“The prorogation was a very impor- 
tant step, and the correct step, fora 
reduction in tension. It’s an 
Opportunity for the parties to 
reassess their positions 
and also, I think, to 
meet the desire of 
Canadians for all 
the parties to 
really get down 
to the business 
of working 
together to deal 
with the econom- 
ic downturn that 
we have,” he says. 
“So this is really a welcome cooling- 
off period.” 


MENSAH SAYS that now that the Lib- 


eral leadership question has been 
answered, how events unfold when 
the budget is presented on January 27 
depends on the actions of the two 
sides in the coming weeks. 

“I think a significant issue for the 
Conservative Party is the extent to 
which they're going to use this period 
to maybe sound a conciliatory note or 
adopt some of the policy initiatives 
introduced by the coalition,” Mensah 
Says. “And from the Liberal front, one 
has to wait and see the impact of the 
leadership changes on the durability 
of the coalition. So I think both sides 
need to do a bit of a reassessment of 
their positions.” 

Kenneth Munro, a professor of histo- 
ry at the University of Alberta who 
studies Canadian politics and 
French-Canadian history, says the 
coming weeks will likely see an 
intensification of rhetoric as both 
the Conservatives and the coalition 
try to strengthen their positions with 
the Canadian public. 

“Certainly there's going to be a 
propaganda war now for seven weeks 
in the country. The Conservatives are 
determined to hold onto power and 
they're going to try to win the minds 
of Canadians. The coalition is going to 
tetaliate, naturally, so there's going to 
be a lot of misinformation and propa- 
ganda trying to win over the support 
of various groups of Canadians, which 
is most unfortunate, but that’s going 
to be the reality,” he says. 

If the coalition can hold together— 


which Munro believes is likely in light 
of the public affairs battle that will be 
waged—the end result may simply be 
@ seven-week delay in bringing down 
the government. 


“if the 
coalition 
Stays intact and 
appears to have a 
determination that 
they can make this 
work, [the Governor 
General] might well 
decide to give them an 
Opportunity to see if 
they can govern. 
And the reason } 
Say that is we 
had an election 
in October 
and to 
have 
one 


will only 


be three and 

a half months 
since the last elec- 
tion and I'm not sure 
Canadians want another 
election.” 


BUT CONACHER argues 


that the specifics of the sit- 
uation mean it’s just as likely 
that Jean will send 
Canadians back to 
the polls even 
if the coalition 
is main- 
tained and 
chooses to 
bring down the 
government 
"The Liberals 
and NDP don’t make up a 
majority of seats. When 
you look at the statement that was 
signed by them all, the Bloc is saying 
they'll vote with the coalition on some 
things. It’s just not solid,” he says. “And 
even if Ignatieff is installed by the Lib- 
erals as interim leader to be confirmed 
at a convention, [Governor General 
Michaélle Jean) is still going to say, ‘I'm 
not going to make someone prime 
minister who hasn't even been con- 


FRONT, 


two weeks full of sound and fury 


the Conservative / coalition crisis meant, and where does it go from here? 


firmed by their party, given all the other 
factors.” Essentially the Liberals’ elec- 
tion platform was no deficit, no coali- 
tion, they voted for the throne speech 
and they're now in a coalition with 
another party where they don’t make 
up the majority of the seats together in 
the House. That's not a sure winner.” 
Despite the focus from the coali- 
tion side on whether the Conser- 
vatives enjoy the support of the 
House of Commons, Conach- 
€r argues that the reality of 
contemporary Canadian 
politics means public 
Opinion plays a much 
more important role than 
it did during the much- 
referenced King-Byng 
affair of 1926, during 
which the Governor Gen- 
eral refused a request by 
King to dissolve Parlia 
ment 
“That's one of the things 
that the coalition missed. They 
and many commentators focused 
on whether the Conservatives had the 
confidence of the House of Com- 
mons—for the obvious reason that 
that’s what our constitutional tradi 
tion says. But in 2008 it’s really about 
whether the Conservatives or any 
party has the confidence of voters,” 
Conacher argues. “Part of the reason 
you're seeing the splits in the Liberals 
now over the coalition is because they 
Saw the initial polling numbers and 
the initial polling numbers were very 
bad. So you can talk all you want 
about ‘Oh, he doesn’t have the confi- 
dence of the House of Commons,’ but 
that doesn’t mean that the GG is 
going to install you, because she 
reads the newspapers too and she’s 
not going to make some move that 
just installs a prime minister. Not in 
2008.” 

Conacher says that the best strate- 
gy for a Liberal party in financial 
straits and with a newly installed 
leader may not be to bring down the 
Conservatives in January. 

“The reason that Harper called an 
election in September was because he 
saw all bad news coming down the 
pipe for the next year. So let the next 
year run its course," he suggests. “It’s 
almost for sure that Harper is going to 
blunder some more. He’s diminished 
himself enormously in the public's 
eyes in terms of trust. Just wait until 
the fall at least.” 


Live Better, 
“Work Union! 


Munro says that no matter how the 
situation plays out in January, one 
result Is likely to be more minority 
governments as a result of Harper S 
focus on the threat to Canada posed 
by cooperating with the “s€paratists, 
which has likely alienated Quebecers 
who perceive his rhetoric as an attack 
on Québec itself. 

“This is a very delicate situation 
because Stephen Harper has present- 
ed himself as the champion of nation- 
al unity, and of course he’s 
nothing but sowing the seed 
unity by taking this tack,” Munro says 
"He has certainly given up on Québec 
He wants to form a government—he 
thinks hopefully a majority govern- 
ment—without Québec. John Diefen- 
baker tried that in ’62; it didn’t work 
then and it won't work now.” 


DESPITE THE RIFTS the political c 


has opened, Mensah sees a positive 
side in the nation-wide public 
response 

“It's been a wonderful shot in the 
arm for Canadian democracy. People 
are engaged, they're getting int 
debates, seeking out information. This 
is the type of political interchange that 
we required during the time of the 
election campaign, but one that was 
not forthcoming. So this unexpected 
crisis has really gotten people inter- 
ested in the political process. | have 
no doubt in my mind that if an elec- 
tion Is called anytime soon we're 
going to see people come out and 
vote, because all of a sudden they 
realize that it’s crucial for them to be 
participants in this process of choos- 
ing the leadership of the country.’ 

Conacher, however, is less con- 
vinced there’s been much change. 

“I think if you looked back at the 
blogs and the various issue stories that 
came out one issue after another dur- 
ing the most recent election and added 
up the number of different individuals 
who had made a comment you would 
find the same totals,” he says. “It does- 
n't show that people who usually don’t 
participate are now participating in 
that grand conversation. When they go 
out and do the streeters, of course 
peopie would have seen it, it was 
front-page news. That doesn’t mean 
they were engaged, most of them said 
they were disgusted. 

“It’s easy to have this illusion, and | 
think it is an illusion. You'll see in the 
next election whether it's actually true.” v 
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~‘Born only for a second to die with you’ 
Why Canada should take stronger 


LIZ WHITEHURST / minesactioncanads.org 
About the size of an aerosol can, the 
colourful bomblets drop from airplanes. 

“They look like sweets scattered in the 
sky,” said one survivor. “You don't realize 
what they are until they touch you. You 
don't know until they make you bleed.” 

A single cluster bomb packs thousands 
of the small explosives, each with enough 
explosive punch to kill. Dropped from the 
air or fired from artillery, they spread over 
a wide area, and if that area has civilians, 
some of them are sure to die. 


Not all bomblets explode on impact. , 


Some bounce to earth, undetected until 
they are picked up or stepped on—then 
they explode on contact. 

Like landmines, “they are objects of 
death whose characteristic is that of 
never being seen,” Portuguese author 
Pedro Rosa Mendes once wrote. “They 
wait their entire life and are born for 
only a second to die with you.” 

An 11-year-old girl from Lebanon, 
Zahra, mistook a cluster bomblet 
dropped in the 2006 conflict between 
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action against cluster munitions 


Israel and Hezbollah for a toy. She'll live 
the rest of her life with just one hand. 

The Convention on Cluster Munitions 
seeks to make Zahra’s the last genera- 
tion of cluster bomb survivors. Signed by 
93 states last week in Oslo, the conven- 
tion bans the use, transfer, stockpiling 
and production of cluster munitions and 
contains groundbreaking provisions to 
help victims earn a livelihood despite 
debilitating disabilities. 

But the US, Russia and Israel, as well 
as other major users and producers, 
Tefused to participate in the conference, 
and in August, Russia and Georgia used 
cluster bombs in South Ossetia, adding 
another region to the 31 countries 
already littered with the deadly 
weapons. In Laos, for example, play- 
grounds, farmlands and forests are lit- 
tered with 40-year-old “bombies” hiding 
amongst rocks and in vegetation, still 
left from US airstrikes. 

Yet despite the absence of major 
users and producers in Oslo, we can still 
expect the new treaty to be effective. 
Although the same major powers have 
yet to sign the 1997 Ottawa Convention 
banning antipersonnel landmines, there 
are fewer landmine casualties each 
year due to clearance operations and 
risk education across the globe. What's 
more, although the US, for example, has 
not signed the Ottawa Convention, they 
abide by it: the US has not used land- 
mines since 1991 and has not produced 
new landmines since 1997. 

When Russia and Georgia used cluster 
bombs in South Ossetia, the intemational 
condemnation set a powerful precedent. 
The new treaty has already stigmatized 
the use of cluster bombs. From now on, 
states that use and produce cluster muni- 
tions will be denounced by a global com- 
munity that has tumed away from the use 
of these weapons. 


ALTHOUGH THESE major users and pro- 
ducers grabbed headlines, the real story 
is who was in Oslo to sign the treaty. 
Canada’s ambassador to Norway, Jillian 
Stirk, signed on behalf of Canada while 
Mines Action Canada and other civil 
society representatives looked on. We 
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can be proud that our government was 
in Oslo for that historic moment. 

Yet unlike its role in the Ottawa Conven- 
tion, Canada failed to show a leadership in 
treaty negotiations or in encouraging other 
nations to sign. Canada’s presence at the 
signing conference is perhaps an historic 
moment that would not have been possible 
without persistent advocacy on the part of 
Mines Action Canada and other organiza- 
tions. In turn, Mines Action Canada could 
not do this vital work without support of the 
regular Canadians. 

One way regular people have shown 
their support for the ban on cluster bombs 
is through the People’s Treaty, a global 
petition that already has over 150 000 
signatures from citizens around the world. 
Although the signing conference is over, 
you can still sign on at minesactioncana- 
da.org/peoplestreaty. By signing, you can 
help Mines Action Canada show our gov- 
ernment that Canadians are watching and 
Canadians want strong action against 
cluster bombs. 

The signing conference was an his- 
toric moment, and one we can cele- 


_ brate, but cluster bomblets still litter the 


ground in Lebanon, where Zahra lives, in 
Afghanistan, where Canadian soldiers 
walk and in Laos, where 40 years later, 
bomblets still make war every day. The 
fight to save lives has only just begun. 

The Canadian government can and 
should do more. Let's demand that Canada 
show its commitment to the new treaty by 
ratifying it and by helping to fund cleanup 
efforts from Laos to Lebanon. 

Let's also demand that Canada destroy 
its stockpile of cluster munitions immedi- 
ately. We must demand transparency, and 
make it an event for all to see: an explosion 
that extinguishes the possibility that the 
weapons could ever take a life or a limb. 
This explosion will be colourful, but there 
will be no blood. There will be just hope. w 


Liz Whitehurst is People’s Treaty Mobi- 
lization Coordinator at Mines Action 
Canada, but she’s not actually Canadian. 
She's from the US and she’s hoping 
Obama will show he’s serious about 
change by signing the Convention on 
Cluster Munitions. 
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Province releases - 
pharma strategy 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
he provincial government has 
released the first phase of a 
new pharmaceutical strategy, 
which will see drug costs eliminated 
for some low-income seniors, but 
will mean a jump in prescription 
costs for seniors with higher incomes 
and a tripling in the cost of premi- 
ums for Blue Cross coverage. 

Under the new strategy, which was 
unveiled December 8, individual sen- 
iors making less than $21 325 and 
senior couples earning under $42 650 
annually will pay nothing for prescrip- 
tions drugs starting January 1, 2010. 

Seniors with incomes above these 
thresholds will be responsible for 
paying the full cost of prescriptions 
until they reach a deductible level 
based on their household income. 
Drug costs above the premium level 
will be fully paid for by the program. 

Health and Wellness Minister Ron 
Liepert said during the announcement 
of the strategy that the change reflects 
the idea that seniors who can afford to 
pay for prescriptions should be 
responsible for some of the costs. 

“The philosophy of this govern- 
ment is that there should not be a 
sense of entitlement when you turn 
65,” he said. “There should certainly 
be programs in place to assist those 
in need. I would say that is what 
government should be doing: taking 
care of those who need help, and 
those who do not need help should 
not have an entitlement mentality.” 

An individual senior earning $31 326, 
for example, would be responsible for 
the first $658 in drug costs, while indi- 
viduals and families earning above 
$150 000 will be on the hook for the 
first $7500 worth of prescriptions. 

Liepert estimates that 60 per cent 
of seniors will be paying nothing or 
no more than they pay under the 
current system, but the changes are 
getting mixed reviews. 

“| think there's some good aspects 
to it,” said Noel Somerville, who chairs 
the Seniors Task Force for the advoca- 
cy group Public Interest Alberta. “I 
think the provision of free drugs to 
very low income seniors is a really 
good move. They're getting rid of what 
has been a bit of a cockeyed system.” 

Under the current system all seniors 
are required to pay 30 per cent of pre- 
scription costs up to a maximum of 
$25 per prescription, which can mean 
significant costs for seniors who are 
taking a number of medications. 

Somerville added that the change 
is especially welcome given the gov- 
ernment's shift in focus towards 
assisted living facilities, in which 
seniors are responsible for covering 
the cost of their prescriptions, and 
away from long-term care facilities 
where the expense is fully covered. 

While Somerville applauds the 
move for low-income seniors, he 
doesn’t support making seniors who 
earn more money responsible for 
covering the full cost of prescriptions 


FRONT 


&|HEALTH CARE 


until they reach the deductible level. 

“What he’s proposing is that seniors 
at higher incomes subsidize the sen- 
iors at lower incomes. That burden 
shouldn’t just fall on the seniors. 
Seniors have been paying premiums 
all their working lives for drug cover- 
age on a certain basis, and we've 
understood what that basis is—we've 
got 70 per cent coverage—now it's 
gone. I think they should not be requir- 
ing anyone to pay beyond what is cur- 
rently payable, which is the 30 per cent 
of drug costs.” 


FRIENDS OF MEDICARE Executive 
Director David Eggen agrees thai 
changing the rules is unfair, and said 
it is a further erosion of one of the 
foundations of public health care 

“The minister and this government 
keeps shooting holes into the idea of 
universal coverage,” he said. “If you 
don’t presume that medical coverage 
is just based on whether you can pay 
for it or not, universal coverage is the 
cornerstone by which a single insur- 
ance scheme functions. If you make it 
less interesting for people to contribute 
to that over time you end up losing it.” 

Eggen is also concerned with anoth- 
er element of the strategy, which will 
see the cost of monthly premiums for 
Blue Cross coverage triple from the 
current $20.50 for individuals and $41 
for a family to $63.50 and $118, respec- 
tively, by July 2010. The increased cost 
will affect 145 000 Albertans who don’t 
have access to group coverage through 
their employer. 

Liepert justified the increase, the first 
since 1993, saying it is necessary to 
reflect current market rates and to keep 
pace with increases in the cost of drugs. 

But Eggen disagreed, arguing the 
change will simply expand the mar- 
ket for private insurers and increase 
costs for non-group insurance. 

“He said it’s to put the price up to 
market rates, but the government sets 
the market rates for pharmacy insur- 
ance with Blue Cross,” Eggen said. “So 
they're choosing to set the rates much 
higher than it was before, so of course 
it opens it up. He said right in his news 
conference—you can seek a private 
drug plan—and then they jack up the 
rates to ‘market levels.’ We can see 
this is a big setup for further cutbacks 
to coverage for pharmacy.” 

Other elements of the plan include 
greater coordination of government 
drug programs, a streamlined process 
for approval of new drugs and cover- 
age for catastrophic drug costs for rare 
genetic disorders, which will only 
apply to people who have lived in the 
province for at least five years. 

The government will announce 
phase two of the strategy, which is to 
include measures to reduce the cost 
of bulk drug purchases and expand 
the role of pharmacists, in 2009. v 


In poor health 


We could be doing more to break the 
relationship between poverty and illness 
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In a symbiotic relationship, we are too often 
sick because we're poor, and poor because 
we'te sick. Just as money to pay the rent can 
be hard to come by when chronic ill health is 
an issue, health can be hard to come by 
when paying the rent is a constant stress 
and good nutrition always just out of reach 
{Thanks to Judy Graves and Graham Riches 
for their article “Let Them Eat Starch,” for 
reminding me about the extraordinary quality 
of food | sometimes take for granted.) 

The link between poverty-compromised 
nutrition and compromised health is indis- 
putable, as is the link between chronic 
unrelenting stress and ill health, which 
makes me want to 
have more than a few 
words with the five- 
star-hotel, upscale- 
fitness-club, BMW, 
he-who-doesn’t- 
work-doesn't-eat con- 
servative crowd who 
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Poverty brings 
stress and a 
nutritional 


nesses more prevalent among the poor is 
long: obesity, arthritis, diabetes, cancer, 
heart disease, high blood pressure, 
depression and many severely debilitat- 
ing mental health conditions 
Almost 40 per cent of disability claims 
are now for depression and other stress- 
telated conditions; economic costs of these 
are in the billions. The average age of onset 
of depression is now 23; the average age of 
onset of anxiety disorder is 12; the average 
age of onset of substance abuse is 18, and 
yes, we all just want to have fun, but far too 
Many of us quickly move from fun into the 
realm of addiction because we're self-med- 
icating conditions like anxiety and depres- 
sion, which of course aren't so much 
diseases as symptoms of nutrient-hungry 
and neurotoxin-overloaded misfiring brains 
Not that self-medicating isn’t a tempt- 
ing option. It's a whole lot more fun, at 
least for quite a 
while, than going on 
antidepressants that 
dull the senses and 
libido and 
_ Increase our risk of 
suicide. 
We know that 


mostly know little of ‘ie . poverty brings stress 
real stress, It simply deficiencies and nutritional defi 
isn’t always true that . ciencies and that 
we reap what we and these in tum these in turn bring 
sow, that the poor BPb? «5 illness. We know 
are poor because bring illness. that improved nutri- 


they haven't worked 

as hard as the rest of 

us have. It's an easy out, but we know suc- 
cess builds on success and good health on 
good health, and that the reasons for 
poverty are many and complex. 

One in 10 Alberta children living in 
poverty is (obviously) one in 10 too many, 
and that most of Alberta's almost 80 000 
children living in poverty live in families 
where one or both parents work at least 
part time—and a whopping 4000 of them 
in families where both parents work full 
time—is appalling for a province of plenty. 

But for the uncompromising, each-to- 
his-own among us (those who tend to pay 
little attention to the recent International 
Day of Human Rights), poverty is in fact 
also casting us as a society—$7.6 billion 
each year, nationally—according to a 
report issued by the Ontario Association 
of Food Banks. ; 


THE RELATIONSHIP between income and 


health is an inverse one; the list of ill- 


tion improves 
immune and brain 
function, and that it counters stress, 
chronic disease and addictions. And we 
know that it would cost infinitely less to 
offer superior nutrition to those who can’t 
afford it than to try put Humpty back 
together again after the fact 
If we're not willing to eradicate poverty 
(which we could do), and if high quality 
food is going to remain out of reach for so 
many so often, and we really don’t want 
disability rates to continue skyrocketing, 
couldn't we at least make a basic high- 
quality supplement available to those rely- 
ing on starch to get them through the day? 
Given our leaders would rather fight the 
natural health industry than support it, it’s 
unlikely that we'll ever just go ahead and 
make nutrient-dense omega-3-rich foods 
and key vitamin/minera!l supplements 
accessible for everyone, but it's sad. We've 
been doing first aid for so long, rearranging 
deck chairs to make room for more, when 
what we need to do is adjust course. w 
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| The view of the political crisis from across the pond 


| DYER STRAIGHT 


— & | owmeQweweeklycom 


“Small earthquake in Chile, not many 
hurt” is legendary in journalistic circles 
as the most boring headline of all time. 
Well, there has just been a very small 
political earthquake in Canada, leaving 
no visible casualties at all. So why did 
77 per cent of Canadians who were 
polled on the subject last week say that 
they were “truly frightened” for the 
future of the country? 

Canada is the safest country on the 
planet. It is best placed of all the G-8 

' countries to weather the coming reces- 

_ sion: its governments over the past 
decade consistently produced small 
budget surpluses and paid the national 
debt down. It is far enough north to be 
largely immune to the negative effects 
of climate change. It has no dangerous 
neighbours, and no borders under pres- 
sure from refugees. Maybe Canadians 
were just bored. 

The man who shook Canadians out of 
their boredom and gave them the oppor- 
tunity to be outraged and scared is 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper, a politi- 
cian so hyper-partisan that he is widely 
believed to lie awake at night dreaming 
up new ways to humiliate and crush the 
opposition parties. 

Harper has never actually persuaded 
Canadians to give his Conservative Party a 
majority in Parliament, but in government 
he has always behaved as if his minority 
were a majority, defying the divided and 
under-funded opposition parties to unite 
against him and risk an election they 
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Small earthquake in 
Canada, not many hurt 


would probably lose. Last October he 
forced an early election himself, and sure 
enough the Conservatives increased their 
seats in parliament—but not enough to 
form a majority government. 

Nothing daunted, Harper ignored the 
parliamentary mathematics and 
launched a headlong attack on all the 
opposition parties at once. In his fiscal 
update late last month, he announced 
that he was cancelling the federal sub- 
sidies, calculated on the basis of how 
many people voted for each party, that 
keep the opposition parties in business. 

The Conservatives have perfected the 
art of raising funds directly from their 
supporters, and have little need of fed- 
eral subsidies. Perhaps the other parties 
should have done the same, but they 
didn't. If the subsidies were suddenly 
withdrawn, they faced insolvency. It 
was typical of Harper's aggressive tac- 
tics, but untypical in its sheer stupidity. 

By threatening the three opposition 
parties with political extinction, Harper 
forced them to unite and take him 
down—which they had the parliamen- 
tary numbers to do. Within days the Lib- 
erals and the New Democrats had 
formed a coalition and got a pledge of 
support for 18 months from the Bloc 
Quebecois. 


HAVING BEEN SCORNED and brutalized 
by Harper for years, the opposition now 
had the bit between their-teeth, and 
insisted that they would vote the Con- 
servatives out as soon as Parliament 
reconvened. So Harper refused to recon- 
vene Parliament, first postponing it for a 
week until December 8 and then per- 
suading Governor General Michaélle 
Jean into “proroguing” it for almost two 


months. Liberal MP Justin Trudeau com- 
pared it to “pulling the fire alarm before 
going into an exam you know you're 
going to fail.” 

Harper will spend the next two 
months waging a demagogie propagan- 
da campaign damning the “unholy” Lib- 
eral alliance with the “socialist” New 
Democrats and the “separatist” Bloc 
Quebecois (which never mentions the 
word separatism these days, since that 
Option is virtually dead in Québec). 

He may succeed in poisoning the 
wells as he retreats, but he still faces 
a parliamentary confidence vote in late 
January or early February. If the coall- 
tion does not break up in the mean- 
time, he will still lose. Which matters 
scarcely at all. 

Canada is not in an economic crisis. 
Its economy is still growing (unlike that 
of the United States), and the Bank of 
Montreal recently predicted that unem- 
ployment would only rise to 7.5 per cent 
next year (from the current 6.2 per cent). 
Any emergency economic measures that 
are needed will merely be to align the 
Canadian response with that of the 
incoming Obama administration in the 
United States, Canada’s biggest trading 
partner. They would be about the same 
whether the Conservatives or the new 
coalition were in power. 

It is a very small earthquake, and 
nothing has been hurt except people's 
feelings. Still, it will help to keep the 
blood flowing during the long Canadian 
winter. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Vue Weekly 
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monthly column on media issues 


STEVEANDERSON — 
sleve@democraticmedia.ca 


= MEDIA LINKS 


Whether you are concerned with issues 
pertaining to health care, the economy or 
the environment, the current democratic 
deficit in media limits opportunities for 
social change. Social change is propelled 
by open public discussion, and public dis- 
cussion is suffocated by undemocratic 
media. As Nicholas Johnson, a former US 
Federal Communica- 
tions commissioner 
put it, “Whatever 
your first issue of 
concern, media had 
better be your sec- 
ond, because with- 
out change in the 
media, progress in 
your primary area Is 
far less likely,” 

We live in tumul- 
tuous times, when 
simultaneous envi- 
ronmental and eco- 
nomic crises raise 
the spectre of a 
major social, cultur- 
al, political and eco- 
nomic shift. While 
the sense of uncer- 
tainty felt by many is 
palpable, the 
prospects for a bet- 
ter, more just world also appears within 
reach. If we are to successfully navigate 
past this uncertain time, access to an open 
and democratic media system is essential. 

Media ownership in Canada is more 
concentrated than almost anywhere else 
in the industrialized world. In June 2006, 
the Standing Senate Committee on 
Transport and Communications issued 
its Report on the Canadian News Media, 
concluding that there are “areas where 
the concentration of ownership has 
reached levels that few other countries 
would consider acceptable.” 

Since that report Canada has seen 
several major media mergers including 
CTVglobemedia’s purchase of CHUM 
(with Rogers taking the spoils), Que- 
becor's purchase of the Osprey Newspa- 
per chain, and the purchase of Alliance 
Atlantis by CanWest Global and New 
York investment bank Goldman Sachs. 

Making matters worse, as the focus of 
governments and policy-makers has shift- 
ed toward strengthening commercial 
media, public broadcasters have been 
defunded or outright privatized. The CBC, 
for example, receives half of what it 
received from Parliament 20 years ago, 
on a per capita basis, and Canada now 
ranks 16th out of 18 industrialized coun- 
tries in terms of public financing for pub- 
lic broadcasting. The community media 
sector—a vibrant site of domestic pro- 
gramming and public participation in 
some countries—remains relatively 
weak, and independent media continues 
to struggle to find the support it needs to 
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effectively compete with big media. 


THE CURRENT TRANSITION from analog 
to digital media provides important oppor- 
tunities to increase the diversity of media. 
While a lack of financial support contin- 
ues to haunt independent media projects, 
the relatively cheap media distribution 
system provided by the Internet makes 
independent media more viable and 
accessible. However, looking at the histo- 
ry of other mediums, including TV and 
radio, that could have been utilized as 
open mediums, we would be wise to not 
take the openness of 
the Internet for 
granted. There is 
already a battle 
brewing between 
big telecom compa- 
nies and the Canadi- 
an public. If the 
companies win, a 
small cartel of corpo- 
fate gatekeepers will 
control the cost of, 


based content. In 
fact, in a move that 
has disappointed 
many Canadian high- 
tech leaders and 
public interest 
groups, the Canadi- 
an Radio-television 
and Telecommunica- 
tions Commission 
: (CRTC) announced 
on November 20 that it will not force Bell 
Canada to stop its controversial Internet 
throttling practices. The CRTC is abdicat- 
ing its responsibility to Canadian people 
and putting us on a path towards a more 
closed Internet defined by the interests of 
big telecom companies. 

Concentrated media systems reflect 
and reinforce a narrow frame of public 
debate and dialogue, diminishing our 
sense of new possibilities and alterna- 
tives in everything from political issues 
to our everyday lives. But history shows 
that when confronted with robust civic 
engagement around media issues, politi- 
cians and policy-makers bow to popular 
pressure. In recounting his successful 
campaign in the 1930s to establish CBC 
Radio, early media democracy advocate 
Graham Spry said, “Our greatest ally 
was undoubtedly anxious, disturbed and 
alert Canadian public opinion.” 

In 2002, an Ipsos-Reid poll found that 
86 per cent of Canadians believed that 
the federal government should do some- 
thing to alleviate public concerns about 
media concentration. | hope that this 
column will help alert and engage this 
unheard majority. w 


Steve Anderson is the national coordi- 
nator for the Campaign for Democratic 
Media. He is a contributing author of 
Censored 2008 and Battleground: The 
Media. Media Links is a monthly syndi- 
cated column on media issues support- 
ed by CommonGround, The Tyee, 
Rabblé.ca and Vue Weekly. 


at trivialiti 
B-dum-tssh. That's right! The venera- 
ble Grand Vizier of all boardgame brain- 
battles has returned to my life, courtesy 
_ of an intact and unbattered Genus Edition 
Straight from the fad-riddled ‘80s, on loan 
from my wife's stepfather. We'd dabbled 
with other quiz (and quizlike) games— 
Buz! on the ol’ PlayStation, Cranium ona 
slow night in Banff with my family—but 
there's nothing quite like the original for 
the purity of its test of general human 
knowledge. No digital gimmicks or noise- 
makers, no artificial leveling of the play- 
ing field to save the factoidally 
challenged from shame and frustration. 
Trivial Pursuit is a brawl, naked combat 
for know-it-alls with something to prove. 
“You know I've never lost a game of 
Trivial Pursuit, right?” the lady 
asks/reminds me as we rattle the pies 
and slices from their zip-loc, That kind of 
talk is real Eye of the Tiger material, coal 


for the belly-furnace. No quarter asked or 
given, love and affection put aside: I'm 
going to serve this smug being her first 
taste of trivial defeat. 

First round, | lose badly. Maybe the 
pathways of trivia-recall have been 
clogged up, maybe | drank too much 
coffee, maybe my blood sugar is low 
. | don’t know, but | lose with three 
whole pie-sections left unfilled. Bru- 
tal. Part of it might have been forget- 
ting the only piece of Trivial Pursuit 
“strategy” that’s anything other than 
Superstition, which is to always, 
always, always choose "roll again” if 
your other option is a non-pie question 
Space. Plain old question spaces are 
nothing but opportunities to lose: 
answer a hundred correctly and you're 
still nowhere without those holy 
Wedges of Glory. Gotta think, man; 
make the next game count. 


domestic tasks—darning 
or rehanging troublesome 
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IT’S ILLUSTRATIVE TO NOTE that. 
sometime in the heat of our second 
found, the subject of whether or not we 
Ought to institute a household Swear 
Jar came up. Certainly, both of us 
would have had to run out and get 
change were such a system in place 
while we played. We run through every 
Possible combination of organ, orifice, 
bodily product and deity as we circle 
past the spokes. We ask God to damn 
very second roll of the dice, call bull- 
shit on every question (either for being 
too bullshit hard for ourselyes or too 
bullshit easy for the other), and power 
Our Way around the board on a wave of 
fucks, shits and Christ-on-a-bikes. 
Honestly, a lot of the questions really 
are bullshit. “Q: (my paraphrase) What is 
the term for a boy born between cannons 
on a British navy ship? A: A son of a gun.” 
While this is sort of true (and only sort 
of}, it reads too much like a joke-book 
joke to take seriously; bullshit. Ditto “Q: 
Where do tangerines live? A: Tangier.” 
Anything to do with Superlatives 
("tallest,” “largest,” “most”) is a bullshit 


candidate; to play our edition, you have to 
extend a pseudopad of your conscious- 
Ness out beyond time and Space toa 
world where the Soviet Union is still con- 
fident in their ability to subdue 
Afghanistan, and Wayne Grtetzky has yet 
to win his first Art Ross trophy. Kind of a 
bullshit era, really, 

In the end, | lost the five-game series 
three games to one; my lady's superior 
knowledge in Entertainment and Art & 
Literature was just too much for my 
advantage in Science & Nature—and my 
slight, little-better-than-guessing edge in 
Sports & Leisure—to overcome. We'd bet 
On it, too; | owe her a real Massage (as 
Opposed to a cursory “backrub”), and I'm 
going to have to go get my own cigars 
But I'm satisfied at having broken her 
two-decade winning streak, at having 
passed a snowy afternoon in an atmos- 
phere of friendly, foul-mouthed, cutthroat 
competition 

As the sun sets, we decide to try out 
the “Baby Boomer” edition as a kind of 
cool-down. Now there is a box full of 
bullshit if there ever was one ... v 
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Here's your water cooler fun fact of the 
week: the Oilers have started every month 
this season with some sort of a win streak 
They had four straight wins in early October 
to begin the season and November's first 
two games resulted in Oiler wins. Now 
December is here and the Oilers started this 
month off with three wins (and counting). 
Dallas (5-2 in regulation), Los Angeles (5-4 
in a shootout) and San Jose (4-3 in over- 
time) all fell to the Oilers last week. Maybe 
we need more months. TB and Dave would 
support this. More paycheques, too! 


ONE TEAM'S JUNK, ANOTHER TEAM'S 
CAPTAIN \'m not sure if it’s the water, the 
team culture or the extra starch that 
Sparky Kulchisky puts in the jockstraps, 
but Ojlers and ex-Oilers alike seem to be 
destined to lead. No less than three 
teams in the NHL are currently captained 
by ex-Qilers (Jason Arnott, Bill Guerin and 
Eric Brewer all wear C’s) and seven more 
wear the big “A" for their respective 
teams. By the way, the “A” stands for 
Alternate and not Assistant Captain. 
That's why TB's here. To help. TB 


WAYNE CAMPBELL MEETS WAYNE 
GR After virtually eulogizing Craig 
MacTavish last week | thought this week { 
should focus on something lighter. | finally 
saw Mike Myers’ hockey comedy The Love 
Guru. Myers has been funny and even 
charming in the past. Wayne's World was 
great, So / Married An Axe Murderer was 
Surprisingly funny and Austin Powers was 
funnier when | drank more. Love Gur? It did- 
n't even meet my low expectations. Most of 
Myers’ gags were telegraphed like a Craig 
MacTavish powerplay. The on-ice hockey 
action featuring fictional Leafs superstar (is 
there any other kind?) Darren Roanoke was 
fun to watch and dynamic, although more 
than a little improbable. There were also 
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egregious hockey errors: the ref gives a play- 
€ a Suspension after a fight (refs can’t sus- 
pend players; the league does), the Cup 
finals are played in the wrong order (Toronto 
hosted games six and seven; the team that 
hosts game seven in the NHL doesn't get 
game six) and Toronto wins the Cup (this 
should not, will not and does not happen— 
even in Hollywood), Mike Myers, as a Cana- 
dian and hockey fan, could have paid more 
attention to these details 

If you're thinking of getting a Christmas 
hockey DYD for a serious hockey fan do not 
get this movie. Also avoid Slap Shot 2 all the 
Mighty Ducks movies, Sudden Death and 
Most Valuable Primate. Recommended: Slap 
Shot, The Rocket and Mystery, Alaska. Next 
week, TB will dissect the straight-to-video 
experiment Slap Shot 3. Brave man. DY 


COACH'S CORONER Is it me, or does Don 
Cherry look more and more like a big, over- 
Stuffed sofa in serious need of reupholster- 
ing? Even more so, | think he is in serious 
need of a couple whacks from the “shut-the- 
hell-up” stick. His “be a man, be tough, just 
don’t be French or European” schtick is tire- 
some, as are his suits, his bad videos and 
his need to be the loudest, most obnoxious 
man on television. Once upon a time, he 
seemed to have a clue and (sometimes) 
even a point to go with it. But whatever 
insight he may have had has spread mighty 
thin after over 20 years of yelling at moni- 
tors and berating co-hosts. Apparently, play- 
ing one playoff game in the NHL (Bruins, 
1958, no points, no penalties) makes you an 
expert. | suppose this public lambasting 
means I'll never get a chance to meet Don- 
ald S Cherry. But being the half-French visor- 
wearer that | am, that's OK by me. 18 


THIS WEEK'S OILER DEFINITION 
“Ghidrah, the Three-Headed Monster”: 1) 
The fifth Godzilla film, which featured a 
three-headed monster as well as Rodan and 
Mothra as Godzilla’s foes du jour. 2) Sug- 
gested title for Kevin Lowe and Craig Mac- 
Tavish’s continued use of three goalies 
alternating starting roles rather than the tra- 
ditional one starter/one backup system. w 
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KEITH LIGGETT / keith! @ voeweekly.com 
we } 

“To ballet or not to ballet? 

is the question. 

i itis nobler in the mind 
' To suffer the slings and arrows 

Of thy fellow skiers ... ” 

- unattributed 


wright. Was it Warren Miller in 

1988, because that year ski ballet 
was a demonstration discipline at the 
Calgary Winter Olympics? Or was it 
Greg Stump? Whomever, it was the 
slings and arrows that hurt. 

Back in ballet’'s heyday, a cat 
named Lane taught skiing with me at 
Breckenridge. Gary the Big Cheese 
would give us an afternoon off and a 
bunch of us would head out for the 
ridges, chutes and out-of-bounds 
bowls. Lane would go back to the 
locker room to pull out a wimpy pair 
of 150s, convex base high bottoms 
with turned up tails and a set of poles 
that reached to his eyebrows, then 
head out for Silverthorme—a run 7000 
feet long and with a grand total of 
maybe 400 feet of vertical. Really. We 
called Quicksilver lift “The Lift to 
Nowhere.” 

Lane’s wife was a total babe and 
preferred skiing with us, so we toler- 
ated him. Actually, she was a total 
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babe and a rippin’ skier. Turn for turn, 
she was one of the boys. Actually, we 
never paid much attention to Lane. 
When he taught, he moved up to 
180s. Then again, we taught on our 
short skis, too: 207s 

In 1984, Suzy Chaffee—famously 
known as “Suzy Chapstick”—helped 
organize a World Cup freestyle event 
in Breckenridge that established ballet 
as one of the three forms of freestyle 
(moguls, aerials and ballet). Wayne 
Wong and Suzy held court for a week 
of high jinx. It was a gas, We drank 
huge volumes of beer. Lane showed 
up and twirled around. And he did 
really well. Maybe second or third. 
And loved Breck so much, he moved 
the next year to teach with us. 

In 1988, Calgary hosted the 
Olympics and freestyle was a demon- 
stration sport. In 1992, Albertville, 
France hosted the Winter Games. 
Moguls moved up to become a full 
medal sport with aerials and ballet still 
demonstration sports. Maybe the 
French looked at those little short skis 
and laughed themselves silly, standing 
there next to the speed course with 
their 232s. Or Suzy and Wayne may 
have been losing some of their flash 
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WHATEVER THE CASE, by this time bal- 
let had lost the public’s attention 
Bumps, big air and 200 kilometre-per 
hour racers blowing through the 
speed trap were all stronger draws 
than the folks doing twirlies, choreo- 
graphed dance routines and the occa 
sional flip through their poles. At 
worst, they risked spraining an ankle 
Nicolas Bochatay died training for the 
speed skiing in Les Arcs. Now that 
was skiing 

So where's this going? Last Spring 
at the Island lake Lodge “Spring Shoot 
Out,” Mark Butcher, a fine chef and a 
pretty fair skier too, hucks this cliff, 
lands, takes a little roll, throws a 180 
and starts carving huge turns just rip- 
pin’ backwards. Backwards! 

This little light bulb flashed in my 
brain. “Hey, this is the new ballet. This 
is the real stuff.” | thought more about 
it. Twin tip skis, but skis that work as 
skis, not narrow modified saucers on 
your boots. If someone wanted to do 
a flip, they built a kicker or, even bet- 
ter, found a natural rise and flipped to 
their heart’s content. They banked off 
snags. During the Shoot Out one cat 
of skiers spent the afternoon banking 
off a basalt fin like a blackened quar- 
ter pipe. Great shots. 

Then take the half pipe. Now that’s 
another story, but the same. Twists, 
twirls and major air. Amplitude, 
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dude. And the park is only practice 
for the real thing, playing the big 
game on the mountain where a fall 
will be a fall 

The ballet of Ralph Jackson in his 
top hat and tails whipping down Ajax 
linking off royal! christie after royal 
christie on 210s, of Suzy and Wayne, 
all that is now freeride. Ballet's come 
of age. Mature. Real 

It’s Kind of like the X-Games versus 
the real thing. The X-Games are held 
on terrain like the very bottom of Ajax 
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Mountain in Aspen; the real thing 
would be Alaska's Chugach range, 
dropping out of a helicopter onto 
spines steeper than 50 degrees. Or the 


. Bugaboos. Or Island Lake Lodge 


The new ballet uses natural terrain 
There are flips, twists, turns. And sim- 
ply rippin’ down the hill and hucking 
the next chunk of rock. A primal bal- 
let, And in memory of Bochatay, a fall 
risks considerably more than a 
sprained ankle 


A freeride ballet ... rippin’. v 
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Camels on snow 


JEREMY DERKSEM / snowzone@vueweekly.com 
he official dedication of a 
special “camel crossing” in 
the upper reaches of Mar- 

mot Basin coincided with a 

heavy storm system that deposit- 

ed 21 centimeters of fresh pow- 
der over the slopes December 6 - 

7. Conjecture on the hill linked 

the resort’s gracious gesture to 
the camels with the stroke of 
snowy good fortune, suggesting 
that the move had somehow 
softened mighty Ullr’s heart. 
Historians estimate that the 
camels arrived at Marmot 
around 1967 - ‘68. One contro- 
versial theory is that the beasts 
came to Marmot via the 
Chilkoot Trail, where they had 
been shipped from overseas to 
serve as pack animals on the 
treacherous northern passage. 
Sightings of the animal are 
infrequent due to its preference for 
‘treed areas and sheltered, high 
, alpine rock bands. When in the 
open they move exceptionally fast, 
having adapted well to the snowy 
terrain. However, though rarely 
seen, skiers do occasionally hear 
their calls. The camels have a dis- 
tinctive, throaty bellow and will 
often call to one another through 
the trees, occasionally even burst- 
ing out in unison as a group. 

Andrew Zych, a Marmot pro 
patroller and amateur wildlife biolo- 
gist, has monitored the population’s 

behaviours and migratory patterns 
for the past several years. He and 
others believe the Marmot herd is 
vital to the survival of the nomadic 
” species and contributes to biodiver- 
sity in the Jasper region. 

Members of the Canadian Ski 
Patrol System, who patrol on 
weekends at Marmot Basin, have a 
special affinity for the herd. A 
group of between 20 to 30 mem- 
bers has devoted themselves to 
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preserving the species. The Camel- 
herders, as they are known, have a 
proud 40-year history at Marmot 
Basin and their efforts are widely 
acknowledged in establishing 
measures to further the cause of 
the animal. Thegski run “Drome- 
dary” was named on their behalf. 


AT THE END of the 2007 - ‘08 ski 
season, Marmot management 
generously donated the camel 
crossing sign to the Camelherders 
in recognition of their efforts. The 
gesture reflected the goodwill that 
has grown up between the resort, 
the pro patrol and the CSPS. This 
mutual respect and friendship 
translates into a high-performing 
patrol whose various members, 
paid professionals and volunteers 
alike, consider themselves as one 


strong, united team working 
together on the mountain. 

During the off-season, a special 
mount was made for the plaque. It 
was then transported by special 
convoy on the night of Friday, 
December 5, arriving on the 
mountain the next morning. At 10 
am on December 6, a dedication 
ceremony was held and the sign 
was affixed to a tree at a pre- 
selected location above Headwall. 
At the ceremony’s close the 
Camelherders let forth with their 
very own camel call, in homage to 
the beast. 

Editor's note: the above story con- 
tains information that may or may 
not be entirely accurate regarding the 
existence of real camels at Marmot 
Basin. However, the Camelherders 
are a real entity, the camel crossing 
sign does exist and details of the ded- 
ication ceremony are factually accu- 
rate. It is left to the reader to 
determine the truth. vw 
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Bootpackers kick off the ski season 


ERIN FILLITER / special to Vue 
r five solid days, 11 hardy and 
F dedicated mountain enthusiasts 
followed two ski patrollers into 
Marmot Basin’s highest and steep- 
est areas to perform a yearly ritual 
called bootpacking. True to its name, 
it involves packing snow by boot to 
create a stronger base layer that will 
bond better with subsequent snow- 
falls. In most parts of the mountain 
this is done by snow cat. But in areas 
inaccessible by machine—such as the 
Knob area, Marmot Peak and Eagle's 
East—the only way snow can be 

packed is on foot. 

“Bootpackers make boot holes in 
the snow crust, [then] new snowfall 
makes a column in the boot holes,” 
explains Dave Gibson Jr, ski patrol 
director. “This makes the snow stick 
better to the base layer and prevents 
slides,” adds Jeff Andrews, director of 
public safety. Boot packers that work 
for five days receive a free season's 
pass in return for their services. 
Andrews explains, “it’s arduous work. 
{They] sacrifice their gear and their 
bodies to make the mountain safe.” 

Opening a ski area safely and 
properly involves a lot of work that 
the public is rarely privy to—every- 
thing from ski cutting and compact- 
ing to explosives work to 
bootpacking. With over 1675 acres of 
rugged terrain to watch over, Mar- 
mot Basin’s Safety Operations 
department has their hands full. On 
any given day, there are between 
nine and 15 ski patrollers and ava- 
lanche technicians working to make 
the mountain safe—and that doesn’t 
include the team of volunteer 
patrollers who come out on week- 
ends. As a standard precaution, 
Andrews sends two or three ava- 
lanche technicians to assess and 
control any hazards before allowing 


bootpackers or patrollers on a slope. 

“Our biggest responsibility,” 
Andrews explains, “is to make the hill 
safe for the public—to know every 
nook and cranny, every bump and 
lump on the mountain.” To do this, 
patrollers and avalanche technicians 
receive daily training from first aid to 
risk management to “farming snow.” 

“Snow farming is an ongoing 
process all winter long, [part of] our 
daily routine,” Gibson Jr explains. 
“We have over 2000 feet of slat fenc- 
ing set up in strategic locations on 
the mountain to-create snow drifts. 
Once a large drift is created, we dig 
the fencing out and move it some- 
where else to collect more snow.” 
The snowdrifts are then groomed 
and tilled to perfection. 

With another 21 centimeters of 
snow last weekend, patrollers were 
once again hard at work moving slat 
fence in the Ridge. The heavy drifts 
were good news for the resort, offer- 
ing the potential for new terrain to 
open. Naturally, that means more 
work for patrol and avalanche crews 
But for the bootpackers, at least, the 
hard work is behind them and a free 
season of riding lies ahead. v 
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Kick out the jams 
without fear 
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JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@yueweokly.com 

If you haven't ridden park before it can 
be an intimidating place—kind of like a 
Spooky carnival: you're all alone with 
haunting doubts, fear distorting the var- 
ious features into larger than life pro- 
portions. | know—t've looked down 
those lines and contemplated the 
inevitable disaster. 

And that’s exactly what you should 
never do. You've got to banish fear, 
Stare down that box or rail and hit it 
with confidence. Once you commit to 
riding a feature, there’s no turning 
back. My first freestyle lesson at Snow 
Valley kept returning to this simple but 
essential truism. 

If you lack confidence you won't be in 
Proper position. When you start second 
guessing your posture changes, you for- 
get about technique and you lose focus. 
Fear shifts you into the backseat. And if 
your weight is back you're finished 
before you even start. 

Building confidence is the first step. 
If you're aspiring to park, you should 
already be at least a strong intermedi- 
ate rider. But even if you're used to 
crushing double-blacks, don’t head 
Straight to the highest feature. Park is 
different; accept that you won't be an 
xpert the first time. 

Instead, practice technique on a gen- 
Ue slope outside the park. A simple trick 
my Snow Valley instructor showed me 
was to set two ski poles a ski length 


apart, pointing down the fall line. The 
area in between is your imaginary box or 
rail. Give some lead space to build a bit 
of speed, and ski towards the “box.” 
Stance should be slightly wider than 
normal, crouched and ready to Spring 

As you reach the top of the box, pop 
into the air and rotate 90 degrees, skis 
across the fall line. Practice the move 
until your pop is clean, both skis coming 
off the ground at the same time. You can 
cheat and stagger the leap—one leg 
first and then the other—but this can 
lead to bad landings. The transition from 
ramp to box is critical. Screw that up 
and you're cooked 


SO KEEP PRACTICING. Once the pop is 
smooth, work on carrying momentum 
into the feature and letting it carry you 
through the practice zone framed by 
your poles. Take your time and get 
comfortable 

Once you've got the pop and transi- 
tion down, practice on small features 
like those in Snow Valley's mini-park 
Practicing transitions and rail slides ona 
rail that's only 20 to 30 centimetres off 
the ground is way more forgiving than 
On a metre-high feature. My bruised ass 
can testify. 
- The last and most important thing to 
remember is that if you do lose your 
nerve on the approach, ski off the side of 
the ramp rather than going into it tenta- 


* tive. Fear of the unknawn can be correct- 


ed by familiarizing yourself and 
practicing; fear of pain from repeated 
falls is harder to overcome. Because 
unlike the former, it's rational. w 


European drought is finally over 
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HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
After five years of sketchy snow condi- 
tions. winter has returned to the Alps 
Conditions had gotten so bad World Cup 
Organizers were cancelling races and 
looking to North America for help. This 
year has been different 

In November, some Swiss resorts 
reported weekly snowfalls of 200 cen- 
timetres. Italy and Austria weren't far 
behind with 150 om and this was just to 
kickstart the season Accumulations 
have slowed since then but many resorts 
Opened three to four weeks early, 
although Germany has not been quite as 
fortunate with only three out of thirteen 
fesorts barely able to open 
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Austria's St Anton resort must not 
have been expecting this start because it 
just built an indoor multi-sport recre 
ational facility to entertain winter 
guests. The facility includes indoor 
climbing walls, tennis courts, squash 
and a four-lane bowling alley. Just to 
add a little realism, they're also adding 
bouldering and ice climbing as activities 

Already one of the Diggest resorts in 
the world, boasting an impressive 95 


lifts and 440 kilometres of runs, S 
Anton can now entertain the non-skier 
as well. Ski Amade, another Austrian ski 
ara, 1S so confident that it's offering one 
week |earn-to-ski Packages vy a 
Money back guarantee. Priced at $1000 
for gear, lifts, instru 0 
dations, it already app 
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but if you don't like esort v 
you back all but 50 per cent o 
accommodations fees. w 
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CONDITIONS REPORT 


Local 
Rabbit Hill — 30cm base, Sem of new snow. 4 lifts and 6 runs open. 


Snow Valley — 30cm base, 3cm of new snow. All lifts and most runs now open. 


Sun Ridge — 30cm base, 4em of new snow. 4 lifts and 6 runs open. 
Edmonton Ski Clab — Open Dec 13. y 


Alberta 

Canada Olympic Park — 1 lift and 4 runs open. 

Castle Mountain — Open Dec 13. 

Lake Louise — 95-113cm base, 53cm of new snow. 9 lift and 70 runs open. 


"] Marmot Basin — 58cm base, 23cm of new snow. 5 lifts and 34 runs open. 


Sunshine Village — 100cm base, 34cm of new snow. 12 lifts and 81 runs open. 


Mt. Norquay — 70cm base, 32cm of new snow. 4 lifts and 12 runs open. 
Wakiska — 14-50cm base, 30cm of new snow. 2 lifts and 7 runs open. 


Tawatinaw — Open soon. 


B.C. 


Apex — 40cm base, 17cm of new snow. 2 lifts and 2 runs open. 
Big White — Open Dec 19. 


1. Formic — Open Dec 13. 
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Kicking Horse — 96cm base, 32cm of new snow. 
Kimberley — Open Dec 19. 
Mt Washington — Open soon. 
Panorama — Dec 12. 
— 109-136cm hase, 44cm of new snow. 


Revelstoke — 76-107cm base, 10cm of new snow. 3 lifts and 19 runs open. 
Silver Star — 58-75cm base, 30em of new snow. 5 lifts and 11 runs open. 
Sun Peaks — 35-44cm base, 7cm of new snow. 4 lifts and 4 runs open. 
Whistler/ Blackcomb — 49cm base, 23cm of new snow. 

White Water — 50cm base, 20cm of new snow. 


U.S.A. 

49 North — 8-20cm base. 

Big Sky — 61-91cm base, Sem of new snow. 

Crystal Mountain — 124cm base, 15em of new snow. 6 lifts and 20 runs open. 
Groat Divide — 30-61cm base. 2 lifts and 2 runs open. 

Lookout Pass — 25-46cm base, Scm of new snow. 8 runs open. 

Mt. Spokene — Open soon. 

Schweitzer Mt. — 6-40cm base, Bem of new snow. 

Silver Mt. Resort — Open soon. 

San Valley — 25cm base. 3 lifts and 15 runs open. 


"Opening dates can change depending on weather conditions. 


All conditions accurate as of Dec 10, 2008. 
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Get up to date conditions, easy to search @ vueweekly.com 
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Infiltrating World Cup skiing’s elite 


ADAM SMITH / adam @vueweekly.com 
he World Cup wasn't to begin 
for yet another few days but the 
course was up and the 
entourage was in town, overflowing 
the local hotels. As the Lake Louise 
race is a key event on the circuit, I fig- 
ured Bode Miller would be there too. 
Fascinated by his wild reputation, I set 
out to find him and uncover the 
secrets of his World Cup dominance. 
Or at least that was the bare frame- 
work of an idea that I'd sold my editor. 

By getting there early, my associate 
Sarmoski and I surmised, we might be 
able to find him twisting back Jager- 
bombs or having another sponsorship 
patch tattooed on his suit. The World 
Cup at Louise is always a big deal, 
marking the start of the race season, 
but this year it was particularly 
poignant as it was the resort's first 
major international event since it 
changed hands earlier this year. 

Thus a subtle subplot to our visit 
was the return of Charlie Locke, the 
former owner. In 2001, Locke started 
losing grip of the Lake and then in 
2003 the American bank supplying his 
loan broke. He was forced to sell his 
interest in the mountain. The reins 
were taken up by the Resorts of the 
Canadian Rockies (RCR), ushering in 
an era of questionable management. 
Under RCR, prices went up and ter- 
rain park jumps came down. 

Thankfully, before slipping out of the 
picture, Locke inserted a buy back 
option. Over the past few years, as for 
many Albertans, things went financially 
well for the Calgary outdoorsman, who 
has been involved in climbing, skiing 
and guiding in the Rockies for most of 
his life. In October he officially exer- 
cised his snap back option on Louise 
There have been some grumblings, and 
the relationship with RCR has not been 
sweet, but the divorce is in the wind 
and Locke claims to have a lot of 
changes planned. 
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Right off the top,the terrain park is 
back. With about 15 rails planned, 
many of which are up, and five or six 
decent “moderate sized jumps” to 
come, it sounds like it could be a solid 
one. Also, though it hasn’t happened 
yet, marketing director John Ross men- 
tioned something of particular interest: 
beer will be available on the mountain 
for under $5. It’s still more expensive 
than a Lucky out of your pack, but it’s 
definitely not as forbidding as the pints 
at lodges throughout the Rockies that 
are inching up on the horrific $10 mark. 

In addition to finding Bode, Sarnos- 
ki and I had set as our objectives to 
explore the village of Lake Louise and 
sit in on some well-catered World Cup 
events. Lacking any but the barest 
credentials posed no obstacle in our 
minds. Our Christmassy sweaters 
were far superior to any press ID, invi- 
tation or entitlement. 

I was under the impression we 
would need to commute to Banff to 
look for Bode on a wider scale. But 
throughout the trip, Louise proved it 
unnecessary. On this special gathering 
of skiing’s elite, the area of the Banff 
National Park that is known for snow, 
booze, beauty and VD let its perimeter 
creep outwards from Banff—or down 
from Jasper, depending on which way 
the wind was blowing. 


OUR FIRST BODE detour had been a 
depraved pit stop at the new casino out- 
side Cochrane on the Stoney Nakoda 
reserve. It seemed as likely a place as 
any to find him. As we walked in, a blan- 
ket of silence fell on us. A flash of sweat 


coursed up the small of my back and a” 


sort of panicky inertia embraced me. The 
emptiness was stirring. Dim lighting 
revealed that most of the VLTs seemed 
to be. powered down. The constant cele- 
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bratory jingles were in absentia. But 
something seemed even more wrong 
than the line of a dozen or so zombies 
that huddled together in the near-vacant 
room, dull eyes gaping blankly at the 
machines. Clearly, no Bode. 

Empty green tables glowed under the 
hanging lights. Menacing dealers 
sniffed around, bored and hungry look- 
ing. We were quickly and tragically 
fleeced by a blackjack dealer from Dead 
Man’s Flats. Sensing danger, we extri- 
cated ourselves from the somnolent 
scene—never to fully unlock the place's 
desperate secrets—and continued along 
the Trans Canada to Banff for a much 
needed brew stop and a second attempt 
to find the ski racing legend. After bear- 
ing witness to the healthy state of foos- 
ball in that community, we continued to 
the village of Lake Louise. 

The village has always been a mysle- 
rious place to me. The small community 
is basically composed ofa strip mall, 4 
bunch of staff housing and an array o! 
hotels. What we found, only slightly 
tucked away, was the beauty of the 
frozen Lake (often a flurry of activity 
with people skating and playing shinny) 
a hostel and a bunch of bustling pubs in 
basements and upper floors. 

We checked into the luxurious Lake 
Louise Inn under the dubious eye o! 
the front desk clerk. Then to the mis- 
sion at hand. Sarnoski conjectured 
that the best way to locate Bode 
would be to walk a mile in his boots, 
frequent the same haunts. Despite my 
associate's strange, heavily imbibing 
ways, it seemed like a good bet. 

We started with the Inn hot tub 
Passing a bottle of Jagermeister back 
and forth, we worked on a synchro- 
nized swimming routine and bounced 
between the two hot tubs and the 
impressive steam room. All objectives 
complete there, we stumbled down to 

Explorer's Pub in the Inn for a nightcap 
and found a lively and interesting open 
mic. But no Bode. We drank a few too 


many wretched coffee and booze shots 
with some local kids and called it. 


NEXT MORNING the groomed runs 


were in good shape but a treacher- 
ous bottleneck just underneath the 
Top of the World chair on the front- 
side presented a disturbing obstacle 
course through ice, rock and dirt. 
Still, as something of a libertarian, | 
agree with Louise management's 
decision to open as much as it can 
As I ducked in and out of the trees | 
thought about Bode, the Beast! 
Where would he be? Which lines 
would he poach if he were here? 
Why was I thinking about him? My 
associate Sarnoski had begun to 
obsess. It was imperative that we 
find him, he argued vehemently. 
Despite no sightings of Bode, our 
day progressed well. Most of the terrain 
off the main runs was dicey but the 
Lake never disappoints dedicated seek- 
ers for long. Up Summit platter on.the 
front-side | found so much sickening, 
untracked snow that it was hard to 
comprehend the barrenness of some 
other parts of the mountain. 
Boomerang bowl also showed up, the 
snow windblown but soft and deep, 
even though the sky can be notoriously 
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flat in the area. Larch, another priceless 
Louise area, was still a couple of snow: 
falls from opening 

The second day's riding was beauti 
ful. Bright blue skies flashed out peri 
odically through the day. We rode in 
small hard bursts, intermittently 
lounging in the chalet and searching 
for the elusive Bode. During practice 
that day, he clocked the best official 
time, But no celebratory outings fol- 
lowed, apparently. 

By this point Sarnoski really didn't 
care who was going to win the race, 
instead becoming increasingly aggres- 
sive and delusional, fantasizing about 
some scenario involving him and Bode 
in Key West on New Year's 2020 


ON THE FINAL DAY at the Inn, we wan- 
dered over to the historic Chateau Lake 
Louise in one last attempt to track 
down the man of myth. Having made 
no attempts to contact him through 
conventional means, it seemed point- 
less to start now. Instead, posing as 
German tourists in fancy, multi- 
coloured sweaters, we infiltrated a 
World Cup meet and greet. The elite 
were here in all their particularity, and 
as we sipped their wine their eyes 
burned holes through us. Bode was 
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nowhere to be found in any bar or 
venue in the hotel. Was he here? Did he 
have a drinking problem? Did Sarnos- 
ki? Was it hot in this room or was it just 
my Sweater? Where was the caviar? 
What did Bode eat before a race? Why 
was the hotel concierge conferring with 
two men, obviously plainclothes 


* policemen, and gesturing in our direc- 


tion? It was time to go. Aside from a 
few glasses of complementary vino, 
our efforts had proved fruitless 

I began to question the man’s exis- 
tence as we slurped on seafood 
chowder in the Chateau’s western- 
themed basement bar. At this little 


~ pub, pints of domestic draught had hit 


the barrier: $10. More than tipsy, we 
skulked over to the infamous but 
dyslexic "Grill and Bar’ located on the 
second floor of town centre in the 
strip mall. The air was thick with 
sweat and booze. My associate and | 
sifted through the soupy aura, lurch- 
ing from one table to the next calling 
Bode's name. The night ended under 
extenuating circumstances 

In the end, Herman Maier topped the 
podium and John Kucera, the Calgary 
bom son of Czech immigrants, rang in 
second. Bode didn't finish the race. The 
following morning at the Inn, | was 
recovering after a Jacuzzi and shower, 
lying on the king-size bed. The piney 
odor of the mountains drifted through 
the windows. After riding, drinking and 
ruthlessly searching for Bode, | had at 
this point accepted my fate and 
embraced the comfort of the hotel and 
the mountains. 

| was draped in clean white towels 
with my legs wrapped presumptuous 
ly around a white pillow. My associ- 
ate, unable to sleep on the pullout in 
our room, had retreated to my bed 
while I spa‘ed. I can only imagine the 
terror of our sweet Filipino cleaning 
lady as she opened the door and saw 
us lying there side by Side. I stared 
blankly at her as Sarnoski sipped 
from a champagne flute of hot coffee 
The golfer on the flat screen TV in 
front of us had just won a skin. We 
applauded the shot vociferously as the 
poor woman rétreated 

We probably should have offered 
hera drink. w 


STAY AT THE ASTORIA, A FRIENDLY, FAMILY RUN 
HOTEL THAT CATERS TO ATHLETIC AND ADVEN- 
TUROUS PEOPLE. OUR RATES ARE MODEST, THE 
ROOMS ARE ATTRACTIVE WITH COMFORTABLE 
BEDS AND LOTS OF AMENITIES. 
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‘Mother Nature finally sends some sugar 


{ FALL LINES 


HART GOLBECK 
A | hat@vueweekly.com 
HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 


With much needed help from Mother 
Nature, ski resorts and local operators are 
starting up lifts and expanding their limit- 
ed early season terrain. It's been an excep- 
tionally slow start this year, not just 
around Edmonton and Alberta. Aside from 
Whistler, resorts in BC have been waiting 
for significant snow falls before they open. 
Instead of proudly displaying snow condi- 
tions, some resorts are actively seeking 
snow dance and snow prayer participants. 
Snow Valley was first to open here on 
Friday, November 28. With the recent mois- 
ture and cooler night time temperatures, 
Rabbit Hill soon followed suit. Both supple- 
mented sparse natural snowfalls with mu!- 


tiple snow guns working into the night. It 
must have been frustrating in November as 
dozens of workers pumped thousands of 
gallons of water into snow guns, groomers 
spread out the piles and then it rained, 
melting efforts back into the gutters. 


402 Connaught Dr. 
852-3225 


On the east end of town, Sunridge has 
their bunny hill open but Edmonton Ski 
Club is waiting for the real winter weath- 
er before cranking up their lifts. Fernie, 
Kimberley, Panorama, Kicking Horse, Sun 
Peaks and Big White all expect to open 


this coming weekend although many are 
limiting the terrain to main runs until 
more significant snows accumulate. 

Our closest resorts, Marmot Basin, 
Sunshine and Lake Louise are faring 
much better. At Marmot, the hill opened 
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Pizza from a Wood-Fired Oven 
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earlier than ever (November 15) but with 
limited terrain. Rather than get into the 
usual ski resort brinksmanship, Marmot 
focused instead on providing its guests a 
safe, quality experience. The first two 
weeks saw the run Tranquilizer open first, 
then seven more lower mountain runs. In 
the upper mountain, the hill built a tem- 
porary unload three-quarters of the way 
up the Keifer T-bar, giving access to five 
more runs. Until last weekend the resort 
relied almost totally on its new snowmak- 
ing, but with 21 centimetres of fresh over 
the December 6 - 7 weekend things are 
now looking much whiter and brighter, 
and new terrain is expected to open soon. 

Lake Louise relied heavily on their 
guns to prepare the race courses for two 
weekends of World Cup racing and now 
that part of the hill has been handed to 
the public. Sunshine has fared the best 
and they are the first resort to have all of 
their lifts operating. w 
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620 CONNAUGHT ( downstairs) 
852-9449 


FRIENDS 


Nestled at the {rs edge within the town of Jasper, our location 
provides convenient access to local ammenities «and the town centre. 
Mw offer a@ varlety of accommodations from cozy cottages to spacious 
suites, featuring welcoming Rocky Mountain decor, luxurious duvets 
and comfortable bede; 


Whielpool/Sauna * Fireplacey/Kitchenettes » Private bedrooms availal 


This great deal 
can’t last forever. 


In addition to our regular 


Don't miss out on this 
Pre-Christmas Deal for 
the whole family. 


780-852-4070 
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DUR ALPINE BED AND BREAKFAST DEAL! 


On now until December 23rd, starting at only S75S 


per person for a standard room with a complimentary 
continental breakfast. And only S85 per person 
for a one bedroom kitchen fireplace! 
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Gifts for the foodie in your life 
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GORDON MORASH / gordon@vueweekly.com 
culinary literary underground 

A out there where pictures 
don’t count much and the 

written word means everything. While 


your friends are doling out their 


Christmas care packages of pictorial 
and recipe-laden Jamie Kennedys, 
Martha Stewarts and Gordon Ram- 
says, for the rest of us there’s a sub- 
tler, more pliant game afoot. 

This is the world of the culinary 
essay—food lit in its shortform 
name—a genre in which a knife, fork 
and spoon might be necessary, but 
only after you've had your tastebuds 
tantalized by type. The following trio 
represents the best of this alternate 
universe. And one is a smartly han- 
dled homegrown publication that is as 
close as your computer. 


Eat, Memory: Great Writers at the 
Table—A Collection of Essays from 
The New York Times 

Edited by Amanda Hesser 

WW Norton, 192 pp, $27.50 


Readers of the New York Times Magazine 
in the mammoth Sunday edition have 
been aware of a weekly series of food 
pieces that includes modern remakes of 
classic American dishes, ingredient 
introductions and cooking techniques. 
The best of the bunch has been a series 
of culinary reminiscences that ties 
together the role played’ by memory in 
the appreciation of food in general, and 
foodstuffs and recipes in particular 
Editor Amanda Hesser’s instructions 
to her writers was to record “an impor- 
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tant moment in their lives that involved 
food.” Sometimes momentous, but 
more often commonplace, the events 
in the resulting 26 essays by journalists, 
novelists, poets and playwrights make 
for a fascinating read that can be as 
bizarre as it is heart-rending. 

Two of the essays concern trips to 
Japan. Travel writer Pico lyer writes of 
the cross-cultural consternation involv- 
ing the death of his neighbourhood 
convenience store Lawson in Nara, 
which once served as the Japanese cap- 
ital, and of the goods contained within 
from the perspective of a North Ameri- 
can. “The convenience store is a model 
of Japan in miniature: the triumph of 
function over fuss and of ease over 
embarrassment,” he writes. “Just as you 
can buy whiskey, eggs, pornography 
and even (it is said) women's under- 
wear in vending machines, so you can 
all but live in convenience stores.” 

Heidi Julavits, an editor of the Dave 
Eggers-spawned magazine, The 
Believer, reflects on the absence of 
something really American—and real- 
ly trashy—as she teaches English in 
Kyoto, Despite the abundance of 
“amazing food," she pines for some- 
thing from home. But the solution 
must remain in Japan. “One dusky 
evening I am biking through Gion, 
Kyoto’s geisha district, examining the 
window displays with their meticu- 
lously wrapped I-don't-know-what. 
(lewelry? Art supplies? Stew meat?) 
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ethiopian restaurant 


Vegetarian an 


aVegan Choices 


Every Day! 


One helpfully exhibits what's con- 
cealed beneath the wrapping: a 
bloated Fig Newton look-alike bisect- 
ed to reveal a dense and grainy 
maroon centre. | buy what I learn, 
decades-later, is called manju. The 
filling is a paste made from red azuki 
beans and sugar. I call it a bean cake. 
I bike to Gion every day and buy two.” 

The collection will have you creat- 
ing your own memories. 


The Edible Prairie Journal: 
Culinary Discoveries from Land to 
Kitchen 

Available at edibleprairie.ca 


For something closer to home, The 
Edible Prairie Journal covers not only 
the length and breadth of Alberta, but 
of the Prairies and British Columbia as 
well. Conceived four years ago by Jen- 
nifer Cockrall-King and Terry Juzak, 
the 16-page quarterly has just pub- 
lished its 12th issue, the final one to 
be delivered on paper stock, “It’s sim- 
ply an economic decision,” explains 
Cockrall-King. “That said, we're really 
posting a lot of stuff on our website’s 
blogspace, and so, people can still 
get their fix of recipes, local food 
news, and culinary musings from the 
Canadian Prairies there. And it’s free!” 

Readers wanting the full-meal deal 
from this authoritative but plain-spoken 
publication—the current issue covers 
honey maven Lola Canola and the dairy 
doings of Lacombe’s Bles-Wold Dairy, 
Cochrane's McKay's Ice Cream and Pic- 
ture Butte’s Vital Green Farms—an elec- 
tronic subscription is available. 


Best Food Writing 2008 
Edited by Holly Hughes 
Da Capo Press, 379 pp, $17 


Each year, since 2000, editor Holly 
Hughes has opened the possibility to 
food writers from every medium— 
including the Internet—to attach “best” 
to their names. They submit their cur- 
rent work to Hughes in New York by 
July of each year, and in the fall, out 
pops another collection. This year’s fea- 
tures the work of 48 writers on subjects 
running the gamut from from culinary 
tourism to molecular gastronomy to the 
grand eloquence of the patty melt. 
There's a piece here from the “out- 
law cook,” producer of the foodletter 
Simple Cooking, and essayist John 
Thorne. In seeking respite from the 
flu, Thorne craves a variation on an 
age-old remedy. “In fact, what I really 
wanted was chicken noodle soup ... 
but without the tedium of downing 
spoonful after spoonful of broth. In 
other words, | craved chicken noodle 
soup without the soup. Let’s call it ... 
noodle chicken.” What concludes the 
piece is an Asian-inspired recipe that 
uses fresh chili paste, soy sauce, Chi- 
nese or Napa cabbage, chicken thighs, 


Fabulous Dining. . . 


a chunk of grat- 
ed ginger and Japanese 
somen noodles. 

A pair of Canadian entries are found 
in the collection, both from Air Canada’s 
enRoute magazine. Toronto's Amy 
Rosen weighs in with a profile of New 
York star chef Daniel Boulud—well, it’s 
more of a profile really of the chef's DB 
Burger served at DB Bistro Moderne, a 
sumptuous and expensive cut above the 
rest: “ground sirloin stuffed with succu- 
lent braised short ribs, foie gras and pre- 
served black truffles, made to order on a 
freshly baked Parmesan bun.” The 
description of her chowing down in car- 
nivorous felicitation is alone worth the 
price of admission to this book. 

In “Dead Meat,” Vancouver writer 
Guy Saddy also engages meat on the 
hoof, in an essay on the dry aging of 
beef, a cri de coeur he experiences after 
a visit to a steak house for a rib steak 
"I took a bite. And then, something 
quite unexpected happened. Clouds 
parted; a chorus of angels mooed. My 
steak was amazing: nutty, over- 
whealmingly beefy. It was an epiphany, 
the Holy Grail of saturated fat.” 

With talk like this, | could abandon 
vegetables forever. 


Just a part of why 

we're Edmonton's 
9008 LIQUOR STORE | 
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Capitals Restaurant Relaxed dining for break- 
fast, lunch and dinner. Enjoy Canadian cuisine, ‘ 
inspired by “AAA” Alberta beef and other local Wine Tasting 

fare every Wednesday 


from 4 til8pm 
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Central Park Lounge Relax in the lush and open 
garden atrium by our Grand Fireplace. Enjoy a 
sample a glass of one of our 

e our “Chacoholic Buffet” 
lay evening. 


es. Expei 
every Thursday and Fri 
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Warrego Wines 
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COBB & CO CABERNET SAUVIGNON 
SHIRAZ 2004, $25 


Not too lang ago, | was visiting a store 
from whom | pick up much of my wine. 
While chatting, the owner of the store 
presented me with two bottles of wine 
from Warrego Wines. One was a Shiraz, 
the other a Cabernet Sauvignon. Both 
were sample bottles given to the store 
owner to pass on where appropriate. This 
winery was obviously making some extra 
effort to garner the necessary attention to 
penetrate the Alberta marketplace. 

It certainly piqued my interest as it 
was @ winery | had never heard of before. 
Initial searches through reliable sources 
showed virtually no presence at all for 
this winery. When | searched Warrego’s 
site, | found a very simplistic site with lit- 
tle information about the wine, the wine- 
making practices or the terroir. But the 
proof is in the juice not the website. 

The first wine | sampled was the Cobb 
& Co Cabernet Sauvignon. | found this 
deep red wine emitted a rich nose but | 
found the odours slightly one dimensional 
and simplistic. There was a hint of fruit 
but it never evolved. 

When | first sipped the wine, | discov- 
ered & consistent, but slightly light, body. 


he Wine 
§e*Ccllar 


ALBERTA’S LARGEST SELECTION OF 


BORDEAUX, BURGUNDY, 
PREMIUM ITALIAN AND RARE 
CALIFORNIA WINES 


WWW. THEWINECELLAR.AB.CA 
WCELLAR@TELUSPLANET.NET 


SERVING EDMONTON SINCE 1985 
$2421 - 102 AVE. EOMONTON TON OM2 


(780) 488-9463 


There was ample fruit at the front..The 
whole experience was supported by wall 
rounded tannins. As the wine moved to the 
back of the palate, | caught a hint of plum 
in the flavours. | did find the flavours and 
body did give way much too soon. But 
never the less, a decent bottle of wine 


NEXT | VENTURED to the Brigalow Shiraz. 


This is the ‘04 vintage. Their site refer- 
ences the 2007 vintage. Quite a differ- 
ence. Unfortunately, their site makes no 
reference to prior vintages. 

This wine showed as a rather light red; 
not Pinot light but for a Shiraz quite light. 
It had a nose rich in fruit but with little 
evidence of alcohol or girth to back it up. 
A nice odour but not what one would 
expect from a Shiraz. 

When first tasted, | thought it to be a 
Solid wine with good fruit at the front of 
the palate and it seemed more fruit hid- 
den behind a slight tannin covering. As 
the tannins lightened, the fruit became 
more evident and forward. But my main 
disappointment was the body. It seemed 
limp and uninspired. The body never held 
well against the fruit and seemed more 
the body of a Pinot. But with Pinots one 
expects a lightness to be compensated 
with interesting tannin and fruit mix. This 
wine does not have a particularly good 
blend of fruit with light body. 

| am curious if this wine has passed its 
best drinking times, given the difference 
in time between this vintage and the one 
available at the winery. Tough to tell but 
of the two wines, the Cabernet is the bet- 
ter bet. v 
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“Tis the season of sparkly lights, festive 
and’brightly wrapped presents. 

Tis also the season of frayed nerves, 
grumpy shoppers and mouths that ache 
from toe:much obligatory smiling. And the 
season when extra pounds magically 
appear on thighs, stomachs and chins 
everywhere. Yay for Christmas. So, while 
| can’t help you string your lights or snap 
at your neighbour, | can lend my expertise 
on the packing on of extra pounds. 

Since it is the season of all things 
crumbly and buttery and chocolaty and 
oh-so-good, indulging isn’t really a 
choice—it’s more of a tradition. So pick 
your poison, eat (or drink) the best there 
is, and lose yourself in the enjoyment of it 
all—because really, how often do you 
nibble shortbread, crunch poppycock, 
sneak candy canes and relish the utterly 


© decadent brilliance of nanaimo squares? 


So indulge, but do it in style. And 
instead of simply eating all those yummy 
Christmas goodies, try donning a festive 
apron, picking up a spatula and actually 
making them too. 

| would have a mass rebellion on my 
hands if the boxes of graham crumbs, 
bags of coconut and bars of chocolate 
that usually languish in my cupboard did- 
n't magically transform themselves into at 
least one pan of nanaimo squares each 


a 


merely impostors. Imagine what they'd 
taste like made with real butter, pure 
vanilla and Callebaut chocolate. 

So of course my first Christmas baking 
project this year had to be nanaimo 
squares. The good news—they are oh- 
so-easy. It's just a matter of some pour- 
ing, dumping, stirring, mixing and 
melting. And then eating, of course. 


FIRST | HAD TO MAKE the inevitable trip to 
the grocery store where | was hit with the 
curse of expiration dates. One aisle yielded a 
tin of custard powder and another, a box of 
Oreo baking crumbs. One teensy problem 
though—the expiration date stamped on the 
bottom of all 16 boxes of Oreo crumbs was 
less than 2 weeks away. Since the remnants 
of that box would find a home on one of my 
shelves until | needed it again, | rebelled and 
plunked a box of graham wafer crumbs in my 
cart instead, with a very doable expiration 
date of April 2009. The base of the squares 
wouldn't be quite as chocolaty, but they'd 
still be decidedly edible. 

| carted my groceries home, preheated 
the oven to 350°, hauled my nanaimo 
square pan out the cupboard {a perfectly 
lovely 11 x 9 inch glass affair), tore a 
sheet of parchment off my industrial- 
sized roll and eased it into the pan. You 
can simply grease it, but then you run the 
danger of prying crumbly little bits out of 
the pan instead of lovely looking pieces. 

The whole baking process certainly didn't 
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slab at Costco, M&M anietigh possi- 
bly even the dollar store: But those are 


get any harder from there. | melted the butter 
(salted, since unsalted isn’t one of my staples) 


in the microwave, 
dumped that into one 
of my bigger mixing 
bowls and then stirred 
in the sugar and the 
cocoa (Callebaut of 
course). After that | 
whisked in the egg 
and stirred in the gra- 
ham wafer crumbs 
(instead of the choco- 
late cookie crumbs 
with the annoying 
expiration date), 
coconut and-wal- 
nuts—toasted of 
course. 

Toast your nuts. It 
doesn’t matter what 
you happen to be 
doing with them, it 
makes them so 
much better. | 
always have a big 
bag happily hanging 
out in my freezer in 
case a sudden urge 
to bake overtakes 


me, but they are easy enough to do. 
Spread them on a big cookie sheet (! line 


NANAIMO SQUARES 

(FROM FOODTV.CA, SUGAR) 

Base: 

1/2 cup unsalted butter 

1/4 cup sugar 

5 tbsp cocoa powder 

1 egg 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

1 1/2 cups chocolate cookie crumbs 
1 cup unsweetened grated coconut 
1/2 cup walnuts, toasted and chopped 


Filling: 

1/3 cup unsalted butter, room Hae 
ature 

1 1/2 tbsp custard powder 

1/4 cup milk 

2 tsp vanilla 

3 cups icing sugar, sifted — : 

Topping: . 
8 oz semisweet chocdlees re 
2 thsp unsalted butter x 


iS 


mine with the amazing parchment) and 
then throw them in a 350° oven for 10 to 


15 minutes, giving 
them a quick stir 
every once ina 
while. When they 
are decidedly brown 
and a lovely smell 
fills your house, you 
know they are done. 

Okay, enough 
about the nuts. | 
took that whole mix- 
ture, patted it down 
in my pan and threw 
it in the oven for 15 
minutes. It came out 
smelling positively 
graham-y and 
chocolaty and lovely. 
| let that cool and 
then started on the 
filling. 

Again, another 
simple task. The but- 
ter just needed to be 
beaten until it was 
nice and creamy and 
then | added the cus- 
tard powder—a bit 


more than the recipe asked for, probably 
about 2 1/2 tablespoons. In went one more 


Ovigin ladia 


Daily lunch & dinner buffet 


HOURS OF OPERATION: 
SUN-THU i1:30am-11pm 
FRI &SAT 11:30am-2am 


DAILY ¢ po 


cup of icing sugar, the milk and finally, the 
last 2 cups of icing sugar. | spread that on 
the nutty-chocolaty-buttery base and that 
layer was done with. 

That found a home in fridge so it could 
concentrate on cooling, and | melted the 
chocolate (Callebaut again) and butter in 
the microwave. In no time | had a meas- 
uring cup full of decadently rich chocolate 
with no little annoying hard unmelted 
bits. Once | rescued my pan from the 
fridge, | poured the chocolate on top and 
swirled it around until every crack and 
crevice was completely covered. 

One more stop in the fridge to firm up 
the chocolate and they were ready. | sim- 
ply grabbed the edges of the parchment 
and lifted everything out of the pan. It 
made cutting them.a breeze. But let them 
sit at room temperature for a bit before 
you even attempt the whole cutting thing 
or else the chocolate layer will shatter 
into a million pieces. You might still have 
some shattering, especially since the 
chocolate is so thick, but just think of it 
as giving them a bit of character. 

These are rich, decadent, sweet, and 
beautifully simple, indulgence-worthy 
delights that are so much better than any- 
thing you can buy. But be forewarned 
they will do a stellar job of packing on the 
pounds if not approached with caution. w 


10511-82 Ave 
780.436.0556 


Eseteuae wine & beer menu 
to compliment our fine food 

take out menu available 

EXOTIC INDIAN HORS D/OEUVRES : 
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Put the finishing 
touch on Christmas 


4 oe 
-TINHORN CREEK 


VINEYARDS 


OKANAGAN VALLEY 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 


This wine isn't human, but you 
are. With our colour-coded 
labels and Stelvin twist-off tops 
its easy to enjoy the Tinhorn 
Creek wine that goes best with B 
the moment. We promise that 
every bottle of Tinhorn Creek & 
you open will be as satisfying as 


the last—an important thing to Jf 
us humans. 


100% Estate Grown Calgary Troll » 780 430 470 St Albert Tra +780 486 Babe | 
in British Columbia ey Garden Mol» 780 944 0292, 7 ee | 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


per Ave, 780.758.9856 * New Year's Eve 
1 featuring Ghostkeeper, the Secretaries, Hank 
and Lily, plus DJ Miss Mannered 
*® B pm (door) 
° $25, includes party favours, champagne, a 
vin. magic bu s and more 
* Tickets: available at Blackbyrd and Megatunes 


Beer Hunter Pub-West End 
7 178 St, 780.489.7877 
ear’s Eve at the Beer Hunter with the 


$30 each, includes dinner (steak, crab or 
chicken with dessert), party favours and champagne 
* Tiickets are available at the Beer Hunter Pub, sold 
out last year 

Bell and Court 

10a Main Blvd, Sherwood Park, 780.464.1326 

* New Year's Eve with Mr Lucky 

© 8:45 pm - 1am 

® Tickets: $35 


Diesel top; 


NEW YEAR'S EVE 2008 


PARTY 


GUIDE 


Best Western Westwood Inn 

18035 Stony Plain Road, 780.483.7770 Ext 1, robert- 
larrabee.ora/newyearseveedmonton.htm 

* New Year's Eve—An Evening With the Legends, 
with Robert Larrabee performing as 20 different leg- 
ands of the past and present 

® Tickets: $99.95; includes a dinner buffet, show, 
complimentary champagne at midnight, and New 
Year's Eve dance 

Black Dog Freehouse 

10425 - 82 Ave, 780.439.1082, blackdog.ca 

* New Year's Eve at the Black Dog featuring the 
Wheat Pool. Performance by the Wheat Pool and DJs 
in the Underdog and Wooftop 

*7pm-2am 

* Tickets: $10 (advance), $15 (door); includes a bot- 
tle of Champagne (200m!) 

* Tickets available at the Black Dog 


Blue Chair Café 

9624 - 76 Ave, 780.989.2861, 

bluechair.ca 

* New Year's Eve at the Blue Chair featuring the 


Rault Brothers, with Stuart McDougall 

© Reservations at 7 pm or 7:30 pm; party ends at 1 
am 

© Tickets: $85 (dinner and show}; includes a picolo of 
bubbly at midnight 

® Call for reservations 


Blues on 

10329 Whyte Ave, 780.439 5058 

* Clelebrate New Year's Eve with Jordan Cook 
® Tickets: $25 at Blues on Whyte 


BustLocse.com—New Year's Eve Gala Tour 
bustloose.com 

® Tickets: $35; include transportation between ven- 
ues, VIP venue admission (entrance and cover 
charge), VIP host services, drink specials, cham- 
pagne, prizes and party favours 

© 6:30 pm-2am 

® Tickets available from bustloose.com, email 
edmonton@bustloose.com 

Camrose Resort Casino d 
3201-48 Ave, Camrose, 780.679.0904, camrose.west- 
emcanadaresorts.com 

* Slowbum on New Year's Eve. 

© 8:30 pm-1 am 

© Tickets: $39.95; includes buffet with champagne 
and party favours at midnight 

* Tickets/information at 780.679.0904 


Casino Edmonton 

7055 Argyll Road, 780.463.9467 

* New Year's Eve with pop rock music by the band 
VIP 


© Tickets on sale at customer service 
Casino Yellowhead 


12464 - 153 St, 780.424.9467 
* New Year's Eve with pop rock music by the band 


Souled Out 

© Tickets on sale at customer service 

Century Casino 

13103 Fort Road, 780.643.4000 

* New Year's Eve Party. Rolling Stones Tribute 
“Blushing Brides," Rum Brothers 

* Tickets; $59.95 / $69.95 / $79.95 

® Tickets available at TicketMaster and Century 
Casino 780.643.4000. Reserved seating only 


Comic Strip 

Bourbon St, WEM, 780.483.5999, thecomicstrip.ca 

* New Year's Eve early show with Rick Bronson at 7 
pm; Tickets: $34.95 

* New Year's Eve late show special concert presen- 
tation with Rick Bronson, star of The Tourist, eight- 
time COCA. Comedian of the Year, AMPIA award for 
Best Male Host 

® Tickets: $74.95 

© For information contact Comic Strip box office 
780.483.5999 


Cook County Saloon 

8010 Gateway Boulevard, 780.432.2665, cookcoun- 
tysaloon.com 

© New Year's Eve Party 

* Doors open at 8 pm; no minors 

® Tickets; $15 


Crown and Anchor Pub 

15277 Castledowns Road, 780.472.7696 

* Stella Artois presents the party band, Steel Wool, 
with feature dinner menu 

© Tickets: $10 (proceeds go to those affected by 
spinal chord injury); includes champagne and appetiz- 
ers at midnight 

® Tickets available at the Crown and Anchor Pub 


Delta Edmonton South 
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4404 Gateway Blvd, 780.431.3457 

© Ninth Annual Latin New Year's Eve-Noche de 
Gala: in the Grand Ballroom featuring two Latin 
bands, Tumbao Vibe Salsa Band and Latin Combo. 
and DJ Fuego, DJ Alvares and DJ Stomp 

© Dress to Impress 

* Cocktails at 6 pm; Plate Service dinner starts at 
7:30 pm; Dance from 9 pm - 3 am 

® Tickets: Option 1: $85 (dinner / dance), includes 
four-course plate service dinner, party favours, enter 
tainment, Deadline for Dinner ticket sales is 
December 26; Option 2: $35 (dance only, advance) / 
$45 (door); includes party favours, live entertainment 
valid after 9 pm - 3 am; Option 3: $295 (group rate, 
10, dance only); includes party favours, live entertain 
ment valid after 9 pm -3 am © Guest Room: Take the 
Elevator Home: $99 Delta Hotel Deluxe Room for 
reservations, call 780.434.6415 


Delta Edmonton South Hote!—Top of The ian 
4404 Gateway Blvd, morenoproductions.com 

© Jazz New Year's Eve—The Best is Yet to Come 
Featuring the Fabulous Tuxedo Junkies jazz band, a 
plate service dinner, and champagne to bring in the 
new year 

© 5:30 pm (cocktails), 6:30 pm (dinner) 

* Formal attire 

® Tickets: $105 (before December 22) / $115 (after 
December 22) / $840 (Table of eight) / $420 (Table of 
four); includes plate service dinner, party favours, 
entertainment. Reservations required 

© Tickets are available at TIX on the Square, plus 
applicable service fees Reservations: Advance pur- 
chase is a must 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 27 


fyewear by Pistel 


WOMEN WITH VISION 


aa A. MI AeA 
POU TIQue 


¥ 
r Jtiey Couture 
: 
- 

Riek & oe 

True 

; Mic hael Star 
: “MK2K 


Sora GW Ww 


ve & Nat 


1] 2 


f 
£ 
t 
touture Colles 
FE BB Dakota 
Spi redial 
QP Ella Moss 
ene © 
ae ‘Lae, Nicole Miller 
“2 Nine West 
a Kenneth Cole ; 
UGG Australia LS. 
t-Bacs a J 


the ultimate stoc king — Saf: 


ift Certificates! 


BP aeons ATR Si AVERT 
> LL Athabascan Ave #148 #370-5 Giroux Road 


Rate: - 80.417.3562 780.470.7467 


NEW YEARS EVE PARTY & STYLE GUIDE 


DEC 11 - DEC 17, 2008 


Shoes & Boots 


20-40% 


FEET, STYLE AND COMFORT MEED 
10322 Jasper Ave - 780.422.2718 
www.wenershoes.com 
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE 
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Duke of Argyll Pub 7230 Argyil Road, 
780.465.7931, ext. 847 

* Rock In 2009 at the Duke: thr se dinner, live 
@ntertainment with Mr Potato Head, champagne 
countdown, door prizes and party favours 

* 6 pm (door), 7 pm (dinner) 

* Tickets: $30 each ladvanee ticke quired) 


Eddie Shorts 
10713 - 124 St, 780.453.3663 
* New Year's with major, m 
band Major Major 

pm -3 am 
* $10; bar, snacks, midnight meal, party favours, 
champagne 


Edmontoa Downtown 
Sit Winston Churchill Square and the surrounc ding 
precinct, eventsedmonton.ca 

* New Year's Eve Downtown: a non-alcoholic, f 
event with a skating party in front of City H 
snow ball throwing che 

DJ, a bonfire, con 
Indoor 


Tock ‘n’ roll with the 


family 
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New Year's Eve featuring 


BELLY DANCERS 
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Making spirits bright ;s the Cutting Room gift card 
a 
. 

Fo 

+ 
: 
| ; 
| Make this Christmas memorable with the luxurious gift of Kerastase o1 CuttinseRoom 
| a gift card of total pampering. sO 
| 10536 124 st. edmonton 780.496.9977 www.theCuttingRoomSalon.com 
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Gift Cards Available 


Check out our menswear store 
8111-102 Street Edmonton, AB 780.433.6614 


Corneliani» ®--Strellson © Ted Baker © Versace * Lanza * Sand © Tiger of Sweden ° 
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Winston Churchill Square) 

« Fre 


Edmonton Transit provides free service downtown 
between 6 pm and 3 am 


NEW YEARS EVE 


olVit 


Edmonton Event Centre 

WEM, 780.489.7469, thebigbangnye.ca 

* Urban Metropolis Presants The Big Bang NYE 
Celebration with three rooms of entertainment, 

* Urban Metropolis Mainroom: R&B, hip hop, old 
school, electro, mash up and Top 40 club anthems 
with Harman B, DJ Kwake, Marlon English 

# Electronic Room: Connected Dus Nestor Delano, 
Mikey Wong, AllOut DJs Polly Yesteray, Dusty 
Gronves and Benny Hawk, Boodang and United DJs 
Phil Lam vs ames the Floorlayer and Vandamage 
= 9pm (door); no minors: dress to impress 

* Tickets: available at thebigbangnye.ca, 
TicketMaster, Foosh on Whyte, Soular and Alexis, 
Shadified Salon 


tyewear hy Jean Lafont 


Edmonton Marriott-Grand Ballroom 

River Cree Resort, 300 East Lapotac Bivd, 
1,888,236.2427 

* Edmonton Intemational New Year's Eve Gala: An 
evening of entertainment in support of Doctors 
Without Borders, Edmonton Poker King Tournament ‘5 
pm - B-pm), variety, comedy show featuring comedian 
Johnny Bagpipes (9 pm). Trendy eclectic dance music, 
fo country, rap, trip hop, heavy metal by OJ Yomski 

* 7pm - 3am; 7 pm (cocktails), 8 pm (dinner of dis- 
tinction), 10 pm - 3 am (dance) 

* Formal dress 


® Tickets: $135; includes: complimentary glass of 
champagne for a toast at midnight 
* Ticket information: email edeala@shaw.ca 


Ezzie’s Nightclub 
11834 Kingsway (In the Ramada), 780. 453.7320, 
iesm@htelub.com 


eziesm@htclub. 

* NY Eve Bash 

*7om-2am 

® Tickets: $25, Prime Rib Buffet Dinner and a glass of 


Champagne 

= Tickets available at Ezzies 

Fairmont Hote! Macdonald—Empire Ballroom 
10065 - 100 St. 780.429.6495, 
fairmont.com/macdonald 

= New Year's Eve Empire Style Package: Celebrate 
New Year's Eve in the Empire Ballroom hosted by Rob 
Christie of Magic 99 Radio. Dance to the music of the 
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Brothers and Sisters! End the 
tyranny of lace-up work boots 
with the newest CSA Greenpatch! 
New“memory” footbeds! Extra 
cushioning! More support for 
workers’ rights and lefts! 
Striking kick-toe protects 
leather! Strong, yet 
light! Free your 
hands! Unite 
and untie! 


THE PARTY STARTS:AT 7PM 


$2500 PER PERSON 
TICKETS-AVAILABLE AT-EZZIES 


MIRAI 


Brown and Black 


Pull on comfort since 1870, 


www. blundstone.ca 


_ Campers Village - 10951170 St NW ~ 780-484-2700 
Gravity Pope - 10442 Whyte Ave - 780-439-1637 


"anit Shoes by sadaleback Rd Bo-s8-4259 11834 KINGSWAY AVENUE 780.459.7320 
i. aaa = monton Mall - 780-489-561 r ip e 
ia = alee py ae aa . bet a | / WWW-EZZIESNIGHTCLUB.COM ; 
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. NO MINORS - 10544-82 AVE - DOORS AT 8PM - 780-437-7699 
ADVANCE TICKETS $35 AT TICKETMASTER & THE URBAN LOUNGE 


CHAMPAGNE & PARTY FAVOURS 


NLOUNGE 


WWW URBANLOUNGE.NET 
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| glass of bubbly at midnight. Package 
‘one-night accommodation for two paople, 
to the New Year's Eve Empire Style Gala 
let parking for one vehicle 
| Bar Reception: 7:30 pm; Dinner: 8 pm - 10 
Dancing: 9:30 pm - 1:30 am 
Tickets: $179 per person 
Reservations / information at 780.429.6495 


Park Lodge—Jasper 

Lo Jasper, 1.866.540.4454 
* The Great Hall: lee Gala: Dance in the New Year in 
a kingdom of ice and snow, music and entertainment, 


ogee cocktails, ice-wine martini’s, and treats: 


. luvert: Fire- an evening of gastronomic 
delights; $129 (adult) / $58 (child 5 - 12) / $78 (child 
13 - 17}; includes Ice Gala 

* All That Glitters: Plated, seven-course dinner for 
adults only; $199 per person (food only): includes Ice 
Gala 


* Accommodations not included 
© Reservations are recommended, contact 
780.852.3301 for tickets and information 


telusplanet net/public/bzqregg/LFevents. htm! 

* Little Flower New Years Eve Party and open stage 
* 8pm - 1 am; doors open at 7:30 pm 

® Tickets $10 / $2 (with a membership card) 

* Porformers, if you want to reserve a spot to play, 
please phone Breezy Bri 780.429.3624 


Fort Edmonton Park—Blatchford Banquet Room 
Gomer of Fox Drive and Whitemud Drive, 
780.983.4427 

® All Star Legends dinner theatre, New Year's Eve 
with Elvis, Johnny Cash and friends, three Las Vegas 
impersonator acts and the Edmonton show band, the 
Drasties. Dinner and Vegas style show and dance 

* 6 pm (door), 6:45 pm (dinner), 8:45 pm (show) 

® Tickets: $99 (early bird to December 20); $125 
{after December 20); reserved seating only 

* Tickets available by phone at 780.983.4427 / 
780.686 3122 


Haven Social Club 

15120A Stony Plain Road, 780.756.6010, thehavenso- 

cialelub.com 

© The Jack Semple Band featuring Dave Chobot on : 
bass and Sandro Dominelli on drums will be weloom- Diese! top; Prada jeans 
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10725 124 Street NW Edmonton,AB TSMOH2 P 780 482 1200 www. ThreadHill. com Sales@ThreadHilil.com 
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ing George Blondiveim to the stage, Comedian Tim 
a open the evening, hosted by “Jungle” Jim 
3 bese 380, includes buffet dinner salmon baked 
il| sae, peppercom chicken in wine cream 
e choice of salads, rolls and 


(buffet) 
ing buffet) 8 pm (door) 
e toast, party favours, 
info call 780.756.6010 


Yellow dress by Mystique collection of Escada and shee 


Hulbert’s 

7601-115 St, 780.436.1161 

Murder at the Deadwood Saloon~A New Years 
muder mystery. Enjoy Saloon favourites from the 
Klondike era performed live by the Gold-String 
Bandits throughout the evening 

© 6:30 pm (cocktails), 7 pm (dinner) 

© Tickets $99 (advance + GST); includes three-course 
dinner, champagne and midnight lunch. Group dis 
counts (four or more people) available 

© Tickets available online or call 780.436.1167 


fvory Club 

2940 Calgary Trail, 780.465.6800 

‘© Toast 2009-New Year's Eve: A AAA Alberta prime 
rib and lobster buffet; a chicken, a seafood, e chef's 
choice entrée; hot potato and hot vegetable sidi 
salad bar and dessert selection. Dining is available at 
three seatings: 6 pm, 7 pm and 8 pm. The dueling 
piano show starts at 9 pm with four entertainers 
playing the audience's requests for five fun-filled 
nonstop hours. Each guest receives party favours a8 
wall as champagne for a toast at midnight. The table 
is yours for the entire evening 
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© Tickets: $89 each (plus 18 percent service charge 
and 5 per cent GST} 
by credit card (Visa or 
at 789.465.6800, or at 


Thursday, Prday or Saturday nights 


Jet Nigitclub 

9721 24 Ave, 780.466.6552, jetnightclub.ca 

* New Year's Eve with Gob and quests 

*7pm 

® Tickets: $26,25 at TicketMaster 

Laugh Shop 

1105 - 6606 137 Ave, Londonderry Mall, 
780.476.1010, thelaughshop.ca 

* New Year's Eve party with Andrew Grose. as head- 
liner, Winston Herbert opening, hosted by Graham 
Neil from CTV 

© Tickats: $90 (buffet and show) / $45 (show); 
includes GST, party favours, glass of champagne at 
midnight and comedy 
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Armani pant and shirt 
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Jrive, St Albert, 780.460.9100, 
‘s Eve Gala featuring the Bobby Cameron 
Band 
*7pm 
only) 


m (dinner / dance); 9 pm - 2 am (dance 


dance) / $30 (dance only) 
able at LB's; Reservations appreciated 
Mayfield Dinner Theatre | 109 Ave. 
680.483.4051. mayfieldthe: 
lebration and the grooviest 
eace, Love, and Rockin’ Roll 2, the 


|, souvenir 
eck, ch te dipped 
f champagne at midnight, door 


of Mayfield Trav 
vailable (includes an 


overnight of our rooms at the Mayfield 


™ Inn and tickets to the Dinner Theatre). Call the box 


DEG < DEGA7, 2008; 


Biesel jean: Huge shirt 
Shoes by Tsubo 


office 780.483.4051 


New Year's Eve Pub Crawl 
Various venues, edmontonpuberawls.com 
Edmonton New Year's Eve bus tour 
0 pm (check-in); 6:30 pm (buses depart) 
* Tickets: $35; includes: VIP access to four exlusive 
New Year's Eve parties, first drink included, New 
Year's party favours, personal mini-bottle of cham: 
pagne 
* Tickets available at TicketMaster 
OByme's trish Pub 
10616 - 82 Ave, 780.414.6766 
* Come celebrate New Yea 
Pub with the Irish band, Me! 8 
* 7:30 pm (door), 10 pm (band) 
* Tickets: $25; includes appetizers, party favour, 
champagne 
On The Rocks 
11740 Jasper Ave, 780.482.4767, ontherocksedmon- 
ton.com 
* NYE Bash with Ratt Poison 
7pm -2am 
$25 (party) / $40 (dinner / dance) 
available at On The Rocks 
Palace Casino-WEM 
8882 - 170 St, Upper level, Entrance 9, 780.444.2112, 


Eve at O'Bymes Irish 


—~ ‘Diesel tank tap and Armasi jean 
Shoes by Asgl 


palacecasino.com 

* New Year's Eve with Robin Kelly, the Ultimate 
Tribute To Elvis 

* Phone for information 


PawnShop 

10551 - 82 , Upstairs, 780.432.0814 

New Year's Eve-The Return of Les Tabernacles, 
Whitey Houston, Coffin Ships 

* 8:30 pm 

® Tickets available at the PawnShop. Blackbyrd, 
Freecloud and Listen 


Radisson Hotel Edmonton South 

4440 Gateway Blvd, 780.437.6010, 

radisson. com/edmontonca 

* New Year's Eve with the classic Canadian band 
Honeymoon Suite 

* Prime rib and seafood buffet at 7:30 pm; concert 
and dancing at 10 pm 

® Tickets: $99 (buffet and concert); guest room pack- 
ages $149 per person 

® Tickets available at 780.437.6010 


10191 - 117 St 

* Edmonton's Largest Singles New Year's Gala, Top 
DJs spinning tunes all night long, hors d' Oeuvres, 
complimentary champagne at midnight, party favours, 


door prizes 

*8pm-2am 

* Minimum age 21 

© Tickets: $49.99 (Early Bird Tickets until December 
14th) / $59.99 (December 15 - 26) / $69.99 (after 
December 27) / $80 {at the door) 


Sawmill Banquest Centre 

3840 - 76 Ave, 780.468.4115, theclassics.ca 

* New Year's Eve Gala with the Classics 

© Tickets: $60 / person (+15 per cent gratuity + 
GST); includes meal and dance. Drinks separate 

© 6 pm - 2 am; 6 pm (cocktails), 7 pm (dinner), 3 pm 
(dance) 

© Tickets available by phone at 780.468.4115 


Shaw Conference Centre 

9797 Jasper Ave 

The Bear's New Year's Bash. 

Bring in the. New Year with Age of Daze, Rev Theory 
and a special night-closing session with Big Sugar's 
Gordie Johnson and Kelly Hoppe, and the Trews 

* 8 pm; no minors event 

* Tickets: $45.50 

* Tickets available at TicketMaster. Proceeds go to 
The Bear Children's Fund 

* ticketmaster.ca for more information 


Sherwood Park—Broadmoor Lake Park 


~_ NBWWAYEARS: EVE PABTY STYLE: GUIDE 


Broamoor Lake Park, Oak St and Sherwood Dr. 
Sherwood Park, 780.467.2211, strathcona.ab.ca 
New Year's Eve Family Gala; skating, toboga 
a bonfire, roving entertainers, hot dogs, hot c 
latae and fireworks 


Snow Train to Jasper VIA Rail, Fairmont Jaspe! 
Park Lodge, johnsteel.com 

* W50-New Years in Jasper: Aboard VIA Rail’s 
Snow Train to Jasper. Enjoy your day around 

ful Jasper and get ready for a world class dinner © 
the. “All that Glitters" event Wednesday evening / 
evening of music and dancing at the Ice Gala. You 
will then be able to relax and enjoy the next 

days in Jasper, with a third and fourth hight at 
Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge 

* Departure: Tuesday, December 309, 2008 

* $1219; includes transportatifin, aetivities / adr's 
sion to select attractions, four nights hotel accom™ 
dation, three meals as described on johnsteel.com 
tours 

‘Starlite Room = 

10030 - 102 St, 780.428.1099 

* NYE 2008 with Mad Bomber Society, Raygun 
Cowboys, Let's Dance, Ilifit Outfit, Red Ram, Instant 
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NEW YEARS PARTY GUIDE 
CONTINUED FROM PASE 34 


Pink and Micheal James Band; three-room event. DJs 
inthe Temple 

* 7 pm (door) 

* Tickets: $10 (advance) at Freecloud, Blackbyrd, 
Foosh and Listen 


Sutton Place Hotel 

10235 - 101 St, 780.441.3032 

* New Year's Eve Dinner: a five-course dinner in 
Capitals Restaurant, bring in the New Year with a 
complimentary glass of champagne and party 
favours, and retire into one of our elegant Deluxe 
guestrooms 

 Seatings start at 6 pm, 7 pm, 8 pm and 9 pm; must 
be 18 years of age or older 

* $295 per couple; includes dinner in Capitals 
Restaurant, a glass of champagne, one night stay in 
a deluxe guestroom and indoor self parking for one 
hight. Valid on Wednesday, December 31, 2008 only 
© Reservations required, call 780.441.3032 


* The Morning After Brunch: New Year's Day Brunch 
at Capitals Restaurant 

© Thursday, January 1, 2009, 11am - 2 pm {brunch 
seatings) 

* $47 (adult) / $43 (senior) / $23 (child 4 - 12 years 
of age); includes a complimentary glass of cham- 
pagne and orange juice 

Reservations, call 780.441.3032 

Union Hall Argyll and 99 St, 780.702.2592, union- 
hall.ca 

 E-Rock-Tica New Years Eve 

* 7 pm (door) 


NEW YEARS EVE-PARTY & STYLE GUIDE 


Location Stylist: Agate Wysokinski and Renee Porrige 


Hair: Dani, Cody, Nina for tines and legends Saloe 
Make-up: Rochelle for Lines and Legends Salow 


Thanks to David Ozubko at 100 for providing location 


Photography: Francis Tetraglt 


Models: Andrea, Christian and Sarah 
Agency: Hi-Fi models ing 
Salon: lines & Legends 


Escada styling hy Danielle 


Location: 100 Bar-Kiteher 


Henry styled by Mackenzie perras 
_ Escada styling by Banielle 


® Tickets: $15 at Union Hall coat check, 
TicketMaster; includes first drink, party favours, bot 
tle of champagne 


Urban 

10544 Whyte Ave, 780.437.7699, 
orbanlounge.net ; 

* New Year's Eve with Tupelo Honey, Murder Cit 
Sparrows and Close Attention 

© Nominors 

© 8 pm (door) 

© Tickets include champagne and party farvour 

* Tickets available at TicketMaster and the Urban 
Lounge 


World Wi 

West Edmonton Mall, 780.444.5321, westedmonton 
mall.com 

® New Year's Eve Family Beach Party: A He 
theme this year. Play in the surf, magicians, 
party favours, an indoor fireworks display 

* 6 pm - midnight 

® Tickets: 27.95 

* Tickets available at 780.444.5321, at World 
Waterpark, or the Guest Services location across 
from Galaxyland’s Main Gate 


Year Ender Bender 08 
Various locations 
Route 1: Union Hall; 6240 - 99 St 
* Route 2: Lucky 13 Dance Pub; 10551 - 82 Ave 
loute 3: The Ranch; 6107 - 104 St 
Route 4: Hudsons Downtown; 11248 - 104 Ave 
© Route 6: Hudsons Campus; 11113 - 87 Ave 
* Route 7: Hudsons on Whyte; 10307 - 82 Ave 
® Tickets: $36.75 at TicketMaster 


BLNOV / phlinov@vueweekly.com 
ere’s a Curious irony present in Sailor’s 
Song: as a script, it’s almost too eager to 
prove its lyrical qualities, giving its charac- 
buckets of poetic musings on love to banter 
back and forth with. Its most beautiful moments, 
however, shine through when the dialogue ceases 
ind the characters take to their feet—the script 
malls for dance in its most heightened moments— 
Amy DeFelice's up and down production. 
When the haggard, world-weary sailor 
ohn (George Szilagyi) declares in a verbal 
pat with nephew Rich (Bob Rasko) that the 
boy is “in love with ideas,” he may as well be 
accusing the playwright John Patrick Shanley 
of the same: starting with the opening line of, 
“If you could dance with the days of your life, 
if you could take life by the wrist and dance, | 
hink it would be a waltz: forward and back, 
Sad and happy, high and low.” Shanley’s writ- 
ing here shows a tendency to meander on in 
is Own poetic musings as Rich (Bob Rasko) 
takes us back in time to a seaside bar where 
he became enamoured with a pair of sisters: 
the flirtatious but ultimately normal Lucy 
(Twilla MacLeod) and the spacier, weird one 
known as Joan (Vanessa Sabourin), who 
practices “automatic writing” by letting spirits 
invade her arm. 

Both offer sparks of romance to Rich, and 
that indecisive in-between makes up the bulk 
of the play, while he also banters on life and 
love with his Uncle. John’s own love, his wife 
Carla (Linda Turnbull), is in a coma, slowly 
dying of cancer. 

‘ls an inviting story, but one that could do 
with a little more show anda lot less tell: state- 
€nts like “This romantic song you sing your- 
Self may actually block the voice of God that 
Ould guide you to simple happiness” are fre- 
jUent, but don’t seem to carry as much weight 
hen spoken in bulk quantities. It's more 
oticeable in the earlier scenes where charac- 
TS sit, discussing love in such terms with little 


Nance the siren in Sailor’s Song 


UNTIL SUN, DEC 14 (6 PA); MATINEE SUN, DEC 14 (2 Ph) 


SAILOR'S SONG 

WAITTE BY JOHN PATRICK SHANLEY 

DIRECTED BY AMY DELICE 

CHOREOGRAPHY BY AMBER BOROSTI 

STARRING BOB RASKO,TWILLA MACLED, VANESSA SABOURI, 
GEORGE SLAB AND USA TURNBULL 


REVUE 


emotional connection. But with statements like 
that, line after line, who can give them all the 
gravity they deserve? 


THAT SAID, Amy DeFelice’s production does its 
best to dress the show up in a suitable romanti- 
cism: one of the more curious (and, given the airy 
script, wise) stipulations of Sailor's Song is that 
the most engaging moments are told in dance, 
here beautifully choreographed by Amber Borot- 
sik and set to tune by Gerry Clarke. In one of the 
play’s finest moments, the dying Carla rises to 
give a bewitching solo dance, before John joins in 
a beautiful, funny, heart-tugging last dance 
together. Its wordless, lengthy segment con- 
tributes more grippingly to the idea of bittersweet 
love than any of the show's external dialogue. 

Rasko plays the character of Rich a little 
too laid-back for a man apparently grappling 
with himself on where to let his heart lead 
him. john, however, is delightfully grizzled in 
Szilagyi’s hands, and does much to anchor 
even the most banter-heavy scenes with his 
(frequently drunken) resolve. The ladies of the 
cast are certainly fetching in their own roles, 
even if their main plot isn’t as engaging as 
John’s is: MacLeod’s Lucy is charming in how 
she embraces and embodies a normal, stable 
life; Sabourin plays her oddball Joan with a 
satisfying spaciness. 

For all the script’s shortcomings, Amy DeFe 
lice’s production isn’t a bad one. It’s just that 
when Sailor's Song broaches the big questions 
about love (which it frequently does), it does 
so best with its dance shoes on. W 
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Shark attack! 


Economist Don Thompson dives into 
the murky waters of the art industry 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
ne way to prompt letters to the editor in 
Op minee is to report a nine-digit fig- 
ure a taxpayer-supported museum paid 

for an artwork. Snide remarks can also be 
evoked by dangling record-setting auction sales 
in front of the public, the offending works in 
grainy long-shots next to the article or glancingly 
videotaped in news-at-nine cheap-o-vision, fur 
ther discouraging anyone from seriously consid- 
ering the wisdom (or not) of the transactions, as 
if their sarcastic tones aren't social cue enough 

An entrenched disdain of the visual arts has 
consequences, including preparing the ground 
for such acts of destruction as the gutting of 
government grants programs and other hostile 
assaults on the creative sector. It contributes to 
a general withering of public support for local 
artists and institutions, even though expendi 
tures and pricing closer to home are far more 
modest than the multi-million dollar exchanges 
at the top echelons of the global market 

If only the media would call upon Don 
Thompson to inform them, or peruse his engag 
ing handbook to the excesses of the art industry, 
The $12 Million Stuffed Shark. The affable 
academic is an economist who holds the (meta 
alert!) Nabisco Brands Chair Emeritus at the 
business school of Toronto’s York University. He 
also has a long-standing interest in contempo- 
rary art framed by his own experience collecting 


THOMPSON SPENT a year investigating interna- 
tional art fairs, exclusive dealers, high-end auc- 
tion houses, celebrity artists, fakers, 
megalomaniacal collectors (Charles Saatchi, who 
one half-expects to etch his tombstone with a 
hearty ‘fooled you all, suckers!’ epitaph; unveiling 
his practices to be a prank or insane performance 
art) and other slices of glittering “arterati.” 
Through his doggedness and expertise in inter- 


<2 | THE $12 MILLION 
> | STUFFED SHARK 


S| avooutnomesou 


DOUBLEDAY CANADA, 254 PR $29.95 


preting the behaviour of markets, Thompson 
delivers a thoughttul, well-articulated overview of 
the financial structure underpinning contempo- 
rary art today, crafting a worthwhile read for art- 
sies and the uninitiated alike. Stuffed Shark is 
rendered immensely engaging through capable 
portraits of delicate relationships and absurd situ- 
ations, and Thompson untangles the complex 
ecosystem of museums, galleries, creators, buy- 
ers, sellers and-more for readers with contextual- 
izing snippets of art history and earthy definitions 
of art and economics jargon and concepts 

There's plenty of salacious material—das- 
tardly machinations, feuds, nepotistic shadi- 
ness and hilariously misplaced gravitas—and 
while Thompson delights in the wry retelling of 
key incidents, he doesn’t damn art as a whole, 
but explores what art is and how we assign 
value to creative objects and services as he 
weaves a bigger story that ultimately follows in 
the tradition of “market psychology” books like 
distinguished genre elder Popular Delusions 
and the Madness of Crowds. 

Stuffed Shark comes along at the brink of an 
unfurling global financial crisis. By the time the 
paperback arrives, collectors—like the American 
hedge-fund billionaire who owns the Damien 
Hirst work referenced in Thompson's title—may 
have quit buying or be dumping collections for 
quick cash, Will major works end up in the 
homes of Russian oligarchs or tax-shelter public 
museums? Will prices remain stratospheric for 
impish artists with good connections? There 
may yet be a Sequel to Stuffed Shark, but for 
now it's a definitive volume. v 


—————— 
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So funny 


._ pPAUL BLINOV / phlinov@vueweekly.com 

La ately I've been on this kick of 
the infusion of a ‘scene,’” 
ays Trent Wilkie. “There’s 

rock music scenes and all this stuff, 

[but] there’s not a lot of like-minded 

artists like us in Edmonton.” 

The “us” Wilkie’s referring to is 
Mostly Water Theatre, Edmonton's 
irreverent sketch comedy troupe 
that’s seen a banner year in the 
city: a successful Fringe run of 

-wtheir most recent sketch show /- 
Up, and a professional writing gig 
lending their twisted take on com- 
edy to CBC's Edmonton-based 
Irrelevant Show. 

For the past three years they've 
also staked out the holiday season, 
roasting the Christmas season with 
their XxXmas series of sketch shows. 
Going into their fourth collection of 


SAT DEC13 (8 PM) 
MOSTLY WATER THEATRE PRESENTS 


= XXXMAS 
& | THE RE-GIFTIN 
VARSCOMA THEATRE (10329 - 3 AVE), $16 


yuletide jeer, they opened the doors 
to any kindred thinkers willing to 
come on board. 

“If we can incorporate other 
artists into our stuff, it’s great for 
us,” he says. “It makes us look 
good, because these guys are so tal- 
ented, and, it allows us to become 
influenced by the people who are 
from this area.” 

There's plenty of guests set to help 
out with XXXmas 4: The Re-gifting, 
this year a one-night only affair. 
According to Craig Buchert, the 
reduced run time is based on what 


AUDITIONS 


for the 2009/2010 Birmingham Conservatory for Classical Theatre will be 
held in February 2009 in Vancouver, Calgary, Winnipeg, Toronto and Halifax. 


and finishes February 2010. 


2010 season. 


after graduating. 


encourage all qualified applicants to apply. 


The 2009/2010 Conservatory begins September 2009 
Participants are paid and offered a contract for the 


| Young professional actors are sought who have completed 

. an accredited theatre training program and who show strong 
potential for, and are passionate about, classical theatre. 
Preference is given to those who have worked for two years 


We recognize that diversity in our workplace, in our audiences 
and on our stages fosters a rich and creative environment and 


To apply, send: 

«photo 

*resumé 

+ letter telling us why you 
wish to participate 

Conservatory Auditions | 

Stratford Shakespeare Festival 

P.O. Box 520, Stratford, ON 

NSA 6V2 

Application deadline 

January 5, 2009. 


For more information, visit: 
stratfordshakespearefestival.com, 


ivi 


Cansdian Patrimoine | 
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queerly entertaining 


Carol singing 
Refreshments 


they‘ve seen in previous years, where 


audiences seem fl ‘ 
“It’s such a tough draw this time 
of year. So we just thought rather 


_ than spread out the audience, just 


try and pack it for one night. Make it 
a big event.” 

With that in mind, they've 
stacked their usual line-up with 
some support culled from all over: 
local country-rockers the Wheat 
Pool are providing some live 
accompaniment and pre-show 
tunes, while Peter Brown of CBC, 
who Mostly Water met through their 
work with Metro's digital shorts, is 
also set to make an appearance. 

Wilkie's quick to clarify his troupe's 
relationship with Brown—"We're not 
dating Peter ... not yet.”—but the CBC 
man’s certainly given Mostly Water a 
platonic helping hand: not only did he 


ou'll crap your pants 


offer them the Irrelevant Show writing 
gig, but he’s providing a sketch of his 
own to The Re-Gifting. 

“There's a skit he thought of called 
‘Slap Craig Buchert,’” Wilkie 
explains. “It’s a gameshow where 
you get to hit him. I shit you not. 
Peter came up with it. 

“At first we were like, that’s sort of 
bad, because when you work with 
somebody and he wants to hit them ... 
but it actually turned out really funny. 


' Craig's renowned for doing exception- 


ally stupid things.” 

“Only every few months, I do a 
stupid thing,” Buchert adds, laugh- 
ing through a baleful tone. “Then I 
say, ‘Oh, that was really stupid, | 
better focus on not doing stupid 
things,’ and then I’ve got about 
five, six months, and then I do 
another stupid thing.” 


BUT STUPID OR NOT, p pushing thei, 


“own boundaries SEEMS top, 
~ what's. propelled Mostly Wate; ;, 


their current ‘rising’ status, and if 
anything, they just keep think, 
of ways to push the envelo,,. 
There's talk of working on film, 
and much more. The way Wi\\,, 
sees it, the more they push, ;},. 
better things seem to go. ) 

“Everything eclectic that we 4, 
seems to pay off,” he says, befo;. 
slipping into jokes. “Until thes. 
things start fucking failing, we’, 
just gonna keep getting weird., 
and weirder. I’m thinking about a), 
opera—I was going to do an inc, 
pretive dance; I’ve written a |; »; 
poetry with my mother, ang w- 
want to get together and do som. 
sort of feng-shui hybrid—neo-¢|;, 
sical, but not too extraneous on the 
extemporary existentialism of ide 
alism. And Craig’s gonna take , 
pottery class.” ; 

“I just crapped my parts,” | 
Buchert, stunned. wv 


aughs 


Meet the new Nutcracker 


SHEARY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 
Ithough the Nutcracker ballet 
A: over 100 years old, it wasn’t 
until George Balanchine 
revived and re-choreographed it 50 
years after its debut that it became the 
best-known ballet in the world, 

He inspired countless choreogra- 
phers everywhere to follow his lead, 
and now its many incarnations are the 
financial saviors of most North Ameri- 
can classical companies, whose faithful 
audiences return each year, filling the- 
atres to capacity. 

Here in Alberta, steadfast and loyal 
audiences are getting their payoff—a 
spectacular new Nutcracker, created by 
Alberta Ballet’s own Edmund Stripe. It 
has a $1.5 million budget, with magnif- 
icent designs created by world-famous 
New York designer Zak Brown. 

And while lavish sets and costumes 


toe | THU, DEG 14 SUN, DEC 14 (2 PM & 7:30 PM) 
ALBERTA BALLET PRESENTS 


THE NUTCRACKER 
CHOREOGRAPHED BY EDMUND TAI 
WITHTHE EDMONTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
NORTHERN JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, S25 /S 
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are essential to any good ballet, it’s 
Stripe’s seamless, sophisticated cho- 
reography that is the highlight of his 
new production. 

He's altered the narrative ballet to 
improve and clarify the story, begin- 
ning with the lead role of Clara, tradi- 
tionally performed by one of the many 
children who dance in the Nutcracker. 

“I made a very conscious decision 
that Clara should be played by a profes- 
sional dancer,” says Stripe, who coach- 
es the children in each city where the 
ballet tours. “Rehearsal time is at a pre- 


solstice 
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Unitarian Church of Edmonton 


(10804 119 Street) 
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mium when you're touring, so | can 
now take 20 children and work with 
them in quality time, without sacrificing 
time to coach the young Clara.” 

Stripe has changed some major char 
acters in his retelling of the children’s 
story, originally adapted from a very 
naughty adult tale by ETA Hoffman. 


A MASTER OF the narrative ballet, he 
wanted his story to cater to children and 
adults alike. “I've been trying to create 
something that the audience might have 
to think about, rather than just have the 
story wash over them,” he says. 

He gives Clara’s mysterious, dra 
matic godfather Drosselmeyer, a clear 
role that now essentially connects 
him to the plot. 

“Drosselmeyer’s very much a man 
on a mission. His nephew Karl has, 
been transformed into the Nutcrack- 
er,” says Stripe, who's created a play 
within-a-play where Drosselmeye' 
tries to coerce Clara into falling in 
love with the Nutcracker in order (o 
break Karl's spell, cast by the Rat Czar 
out of revenge against Drosselmey® 
for creating a fantastic mousetrap 

The story is set in pre-revolutionaty 
Imperial Russia, where the Rat Cza! 
leads the mice in a very realistic 
frightening battle against the Cossacks 

“The costumes are giant sized and 
just ultra real,” says Stripe. “There is 4 
little bit of violence, especially in the 
way that the Nutcracker disposes the 
Rat Czar.” 

But if the children will find Stripe’s 
spectacular production scary, Strip¢ 
despite his kind heart, just laughs 
“That isn’t a bad thing. Kids love to °° 
scared sometimes.” 

The production has been a lon 
time in the making, and a scaled 
down version of the ballet has begu!" 
touring to rave reviews, makiné 
everything worthwhile. 

“It's been two and a half years ©! 
very hard work, and everyone 
involved is a very good mood." v 
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ok HEARTS IN THE GREEN ROOM 
TE BY SCOTT SHARPLIN 

yeCTED BY TARA-LEE LAROSE 

ANAING JOHN ENWNIE, DARRELL PORTZ 

ye UEC 10-SAT, DEC 20 

A\TERUALE PLAYHOUSE $12 -$16 


YANTHE COUTURE / xanthe@vueweekly.com 

here is something more menacing than 
ypematural beings in former Walterdale 
Playhouse Artistic Director Scott 
Sharglin’s latest play, Black Hearts in 
the Green Room: greedy real estate 
developers. 

Sharplin was inspired to create a 
melodrama honouring the 50th anniver- 
sary of the Walterdale Playhouse by uti- 
izing the rich history of the historic 
building whieh houses the volunteer com- 
munity theatre group. 

The anniversary certainly inspired the 
play, it is a love letter to the Walterdale,” 
Sharplin says. 

Guilt in 1917, anda fire hall until 1976, 
the building has become a prime target 
for developers and ghosts alike. 

Any building that is dedicated to 
‘showcasing the arts is fair game for 
developing condos,” Sharplin says. 

"Luckily the Walterdale is a heritage 
building,” he adds. 

“| wanted to produce a play within a 
play, where the characters interact with 
the ghosts of the Walterdale,” Sharplin 
explains. 


*FIFPLTY YEARS 
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“It's a very broad slapstick comedy, and 
mainly serves to give people a good time 
and learnsome of the ghost stories of the 
Walterdale as the characters produce 
their own melodrama, Dark Geeds at the 
Red Ranch. z 

“There are technical mishaps that the 
characters blame on the ghosts, but most 


. of the conflict evolves around the villain, 


Barnaby Badlington, who wants to steal 
the land and redevelop it,” Sharplin says. 

Although Sharplin has not had any of 
his own ghostly interactions, there are 
those at the Walterdale who have 

“| have heard a lot of stories about 
strange noises at night and doors opening 
and closing,” Sharplin says 

“On one occasion, a little pile of dirt 
appeared on stage after a performance, 
which makes me think that maybe that 
ghast was critic,” he jokes. 

As for the ghosts in Black Hearts in the 
Green Room, they are not of malicious 
inclination either. 

"Generally they want to_be left alone 
in peace, but when the are bothered then 
they act out,” Sharplin says. “But they are 
not scary,” he adds. 

Sharplin explains that up until about 
1999, the Walterdale Playhouse would 
produce-a melodrama every year. 

"Melodramas are designed for family 
entertainment that engages the audience 
When the villain comes on stage, the audi- 
ence is supposed to boo,” he says. “It's the 
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first time I've written a melodrama and it is 
generally considered a dying genre, so | 
hope | can revive the tradition.” 


TRAINS FANTOMES 
WRITTEN BY MANSEL ADBINSON 
TRANSLATED BY JEAN-MARC DALE 
DIRECTED BY ANDRE PERRIER 
STARRING FREDERIK BLANCHETTE 
MUSICIAN MAREEL AYMAR 

THU) DEG 11 - SAT, DEC 1 

CITE FRANCOPHONE, $16 / $23 


XANTHE COUTURE / xanthe@vueweekly.com 
The connection of Trains Fantémes 
(Ghost Trains) to the Canadian experience 
of working on the railroads gave it a natu- 
ral inclination to be translated from Eng- 
lish to French 

“The railway in the past has had a 
huge role in Canada,” I'UniThéatre Artis- 
tic Director Daniel Cournoyer says 


TRAINS FANTOMES 


Set in the largely bilingual region of 
northern Ontario, Trains Fantémes docu 
ments a railroad worker and railroad work 
ers son, Danny Gagnon, paying homage to 
his dying father through song and poetry. 

‘It deals with the challenges of rela 
tionships with our kids, whether taking it 
from the perspective of the child or from 
the parent,” Cournoyer says. “In this 
case, it’s the son, Danny Gagnon relating 
his feelings and thoughts about his father 
and all the stories that it conjures 

"Very often we don't see the emotional 
journey of the male,” Cournoyer adds 

Written by Mansel Robinson, the script 
was then complemented by eight songs 
composed by local country songwriting 
legend Stewart MacDougall 

“Robinson created a very poetic piece 
that makes for a heartfelt and sobering 
performance. Robinson got in touch with 
Stewart MacDougall and they put the 


Ni 


songs together over the phone,” Cournoy- 
er explains. 

Cournoyer had a keen interest in bring- 
ing the play to Edmonton audiences after 
he was involved in a reading of Trains 
Fantémes five years ago 

“There is a strong connection that 
works really well between Robinson’ 
script and Stewart's songwriting. It’s a 
nice balance and has a strong resonance 
in French because a lot of the French 
pieces being produced have poetic 
aspects,” Cournoyer says 

The fact that rains Fantémes originat- 
ed in Western Canada but applies equally 
to Eastern Canada is important to 
Cournoyer 

"Artistically, |'UniThéatre shares the 
works from Eastern Canada and Western 
Canada to create a better cultural under- 
says. “It's 
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standing,” Cournoyer 
piece of Canadiana.” w 
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Professional Indoor Soccer 
for tickets www.edmontondrillers.ca 


_ DRILLERS VS. 


Paneanseccennnaeaeeerareeeeeseoreees 


~ DRILLERS VS. 


VUE fobeys 
UVERDBE | 


= on eee 


DEC 11-DEC 17,2008 9 WWIEV 


HERE'S OUR OFFICIAL TOP 30 FOR 


1. Radiohead - In Rainbows (tbd records) 
2. Black Mountain - In The Future (scratch records) 
3. Sam Baker - Pretty World (sam baker) 
4, Rodney Crowell - Sex & Gasoline (stony plain) 
5. Ry Cooder —|, Flathead (nonesuch) 

, 6. The Black Keys - Attack & Release (nonesuch) 
7. KD Lang - Watershed (nonesuch) ‘ 
8. Alejandro Escovedo — Real Animal (back porch) 
9. Chad Vangaalen — Soft Airplane (flemish eye) 
10. Michael Franti & Speahead - A Rebel Rockers (anti) 
11. Amos Garrett - Get Way Back (stony plain) =” 
12. Justin Townes Earle - The Good Life (bloodshot) 
13. The Steeldrivers - S/T (rounder) 
14, Ndidi Onukwulu - The Contradictor (jericho beach) y 
15. Agnostic Mountain Gospel Choir— Ten Thousand (shoutin’ abner pim) 
16. Kings Of Leon - Only By The Night (rca) 
17. Danny Michel -Feather, Fur & Fin (bumtbun) 

~ 18. Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds — Dig! Lazarus Dig!!! (anti) 
19. Daniel Lanois - Here Is What Is (red floor) 
20. Elliott Brood - Mountain Meadows (six shooter) 
21. Lucinda Williams — Little Honey (lost highway) 
22. Old Crow Medicine Show ~ Tennessee Pusher (nettwerk) 
28. Van Montison -Keep It Simple (exile) 
24. Firewater - The Golden Hour (bloodshot) 
25. Calexico - Carried To Dust (quarter stick) 
26. lan Tyson — Yellowhead To Yellowstone & Other Love Stories (stony plain) 
27. She & Him — Volume One (merge) 
28. Mudcrutch - Mudenutch (reprise) 
29. Martha Wainwright- | Know You're Married... (maple) 

* 30. Jeff Healy ~ Mess Of Blues (stony plain) 


NEIL YOUNG 


UGAR MOUNTAIN: LIVE AT CANTERBURY HOUSE 


The archival live release is set for a December 2 

street date. It finds a young Neil in full-on 

acoustic-troubadour mode, with only his 

acoustic guitar for company, delivering versions 

of everything from the title tune to early songs 

like "The Loner” and the surreal, Dylanesque 

epic "Last Trip to Tulsa." Extra entertainment 

value is added by Young's Topanga Canyon hippie 
@ between-song banter. The world's been treated to a fair 

amount of archival live Young over the last couple of years, 

with the release of sets from Massey Hall and the Fillmore 

East, but in both performance and song selection, Sugar 

Mountain is easily the equal of both of those. 


o FRIEND US ar M! COM/MEGATUNESEDMONTON 
» 10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


ALBERTA BALLET-THE NUTCRACKER Jubilee 
Auditorium 11455-87 Ave, 780.428.6839 © The 
Nutcracker, Choreographer Edmund Stripe revisits 
Imperial Russia, set to Tchaikovsky's score * Dec 
11-14 z 

DANCE MOVES City Hall, main Foyer * Open 
house performance and free class of Dance Moves 
© Dec 17, 7-9:30pm * Donation to Food Bank 


MOVE: THE COMPANY-TRAP DOOR PARTY 
Festival Place, 100 Fstival Way, Sherwood Park, 
780.449.3378 © Vancouver-based contemporary 

_jaz dance group * Dec 14, 2pm ® $24 (adult)/$18 
(child) at Festival Place box office 


OUMI OUMI HIZZI Royal Alberta Museum 
Auditorium, 12845-102 Ave, 780.418.4108 « 
Middle Eastern dance recital ¢ Sun, Dec 14, 4pm 
© $16 (adv)/$21 (door); Food Bank donations 
accepted at the door 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-106 St, 
780.488.6611 © Lower Gallery: UP THE CREEK: 
Ceramics by Brian McArthur, glassworks by =~ 
Darren J Petersen * Until Dec 20 


ALBERTA OIL PAINTER’S STUDIO 7711-85 St, 
780.465.6172 ¢ Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 
10am-4pm © New artworks by Susan Abma, Susan 
Box, Pat Eizinga, Margaret Klappstien, Shairi 
Honey, Tracy Mardon, Cindy Ravell, Michelle Ross 


ALLEN GRAY CONTINUING CARE CENTRE 
5005-28 Ave, 780,756,5009 ¢ BACKYARDS AND 
OTHER NEIGHBOURHOOD TALES. Artworks by 
Gillian Willans and Allen Gray residents 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert, 780.459.3679, www.artbeat.ab.ca © 
Featuring artworks by Tinyan 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 
100, 10230 Jasper Ave, 780.422.6223 ¢ Open 
Mon-Fri 10:30am-5pm; Thu 10:30am-8pm (4-8pm 
free); Sat-Sun 11am-5pm © ARENA: The Art of 
Hockey, Until Jan 4 © 30 YEARS YOUNG: The 
Edmonton Oilers 30th Anniversary Showcase: 
Featuring items from moments in the team’s histo- 
fy; until Jan 4 © IMAGINING SCIENCE Until Feb 1 
IMAGINING SCIENCE IDEA-EXCHANGES: Dec 
11, 7-8pm; free * Free (members); $10 (adult)/$7 
(senior/student); $5 (6-12yrs)/free (5yrs and 
under)/$20 (family—-2 adults, 4 children) 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE UALBERTA 9103- 
95 Ave, 780.461.3427 ¢ MINIATURES AND. 
MORE; Miniatures exhibit by George and Judith 
Kubac © Until Dec 20 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 1032-124 St, 
780.488.4445 © Group show ¢ Until Dec 20 


FAB GALLERY Room 1-1 Fine Arts Building, U of 
A, 112 St, 89 Ave, 780.492.2081 © WAVE 2008: 
Dec 16-23, Jan 6-17 * Opening reception: Dec 18, 
7-10pm 

FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave, basement of 
the Paint Spot,'780.432.0240 * ABYSS BLISS: 
Paintings by Cynthia Fuhrer ® Until Dec 30 


GALLERY I$ 4930 Ross St, Red Deer, 
403.341.4641 © 3rd Annual Miniatures Exhibit: 
Group show © Until Dec 31 


GALLERY AT MILNER Stanley A. Milner Library 
Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Square, 
780.496.7030 « DANCING THE MAN RHYTHM: 
Paintings by Laurie McFayden and Catherine 
Lester © Until Dec 22 


HARCOURT HOUSE 3rd Fi, 10215-112 St, 
780.426.4180 * Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12- 
4pm * Main Space: PASSAGE: Installation by 
Elizabeth Beauchamp and Lynn Malin; until Dec 
20 * Front Room Gallery: SOFTLY, SOFTLY: 
IMAGES OF FEMININITY: Artworks by Andrea 
Magnuson; unti! Dec 20 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre, 10831 University Ave, 780.433.5807 © 
CHRISTMAS SHOW AND SALE; Artworks by the 
artists who exhibited in 2008 * Until Dec 22 


JOHNSON GALLERY © Southside: 7711-85 St, 
780.465.6171; Annual Christmas art fair, artworks 
by a variety of artists Northside: 11817-80 St, 
780.479.8424; Christmas art fair, artworks by vari- 
ous artists, new works by Noboru Kubo 


KAMENA 5718 Calgary Tr S, 780.944.9497 « 
Mon-Wed, Fri 10am-6pm; Thu 10am-7pm, Sat 
10am-5pm ¢ Featuring artworks by various artists 


LOFT GALLERY A. J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park, 780.998-3091 © 
MY FAVOURITE THINGS...AND MULTITUDINOUS 
MINIATURES: The Art Society of Strathcona 
County * Until Jan 3 


MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS RESOURCE 
9 Mission Ave, St. Albert, 
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780.651.8176 * Open: Mon-Fri Sam-4pm; week- 
ends by appt * Aboriginal Veterans Display * Gift 
Shop © Finger weaving and sash display by 
Celina Loyer eS, 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 
St, 780.407.7152 * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat- 
Sun 1-8pm © CROSSING THE BOUNDARIES: The 
International Visual and Performing Arts Society of 
Canada display of artworks * Until Dec 31 


MCPAG (Multicultural Contre Public Art 
Gallery) 5411-51 St, Stony Plain, 780.963.2777 © 
Open Mon-Sat 10-4pm; Sun 10-6:30pm ¢ Dan 
Bagan Drawings and paintings ¢ Until Jan 20 


MCMULLEN GALLERY Friends of the University 
Hospitals, U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St, 
780.407.7152 ® Open: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat- 
Sun noon-6pm; evenings/weekends subject to vol- 
unteer availability * International Visual Arts: 
Artworks by members of the Intetnational Visual 
and Performing Arts Society of Canada * Until 
Dec 31 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, 
St. Albert, 780.459.1528 * Open Tue-Sat 10am- 
Spm; Sun 1-5pm © THE BISHOP WHO ATE HIS 
BOOTS: Celebration of the life and legacy of Isaac 
and Sadie Stringer and their mission to the Arctic 
© Dec 16-Mar 15 


NINA HAGGEATY Stollery Gallery 9704-111 Ave, 
780.474.7611 * Open Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30am- 
2:30pm; Tue, Thu 9:30-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm ¢ NHCA 
Collective Winter Exhibition and Sale # Until Dec 
23 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY Main Space, 
10183-112 St, 780.452.0286 ¢ Open Tue-Sat 
T1am-5pm © Photographs by Brianna Hughes * 
Opening reception: Thu Dec 11, 7-9pm, artist in 
attendance 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, 
Sherwood Park, 780.467.3038, 
PictureThisGallery.com * Artworks by Brent 
Heighton, Dean Weleod, Jonn Einerssen, Murray 
Phillips, Charles H. White, and others © Until Dec 
20 


PORTAL ART GALLERY 300, 9414-91 St, 780.702- 
.7522 © Artworks by Giselle Denis, Cheri Denis, 
and Rocco Maeri © Until Jan 10 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, 
St. Albert, 780.460.4310 © Open Tue-Sat (10am- 
5pm), Thu (10am-8pm) * ENCHANTED: Mindy 
Andrews, Ilse Anysas-Salkauskas, Susan 
Greenbank, Liv Pedersen, Pat Strakowski and Pam 
Weber © Until Dec 23  ArtVentures: Beautiful 
Buildings: for chidren 6-12 yrs; Dec 20, 1-4pm; $5 
per child 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 
Roper Rd, 780.427.1750 Open: Tue-Sat Sam- 
4:30pm, Wed 9am-9pm * DOCUMENTING 
ALBERTA; Photographs of Alberta landscapes from 
the Public Affairs Bureau © Until Dec 12 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave, 
780.453.9100 * Open daily 9-Spm © ARTE EN LA 
CHARRERIA: Craftsmanship and design distinctive 
to the Mexican cowboy; Until Apr 13 ¢ JOSHUA'S 
JOURNEY: Joshua Loper's first trail ride on the 
Chisholm Trail; Until Jan 4 ® ALBERTA COWBOYS 
IN ART: Until Jan 4 © HEIGHTS OF FASHION: 
History of the Elevated Foot; until Mar 8 © 

House: Tours on Sat, Sun, holidays, 
11am-4;30pm, phone 780.427.2281 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St, 780.488.3619 « 
Open: Tue-Sat (10-5pm) © CELEBRATING THE 
SEASON: Artworks by Brenda Malkinson, Robert 
Sinclair, Martha Cole, David Mitchell, and 
Maureen Harvey * Until Dec 24 


SHANTI HAIR THERAPY 10407-83 Ave * NEW 
SEASONS: Artworks by Igor Woroniuk * Until Dec 
20 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St, 780.423.1492 ¢ A 
CHRISTMAS PRINT AFFAIR: Until Dec 20 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 420 King St, 
Spruce Grove, 780.962.0664 © Artworks by 
Rhonda Thurn 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 ST, 
780.452.9100 © FULL-DOME EXPERIENCE; until 
Jan 18 ¢ THE AAT OF THE BRICK™: Opening Dec 
20. The Celestial Railroad-a Full-Dome 
Experience; until Jan 18 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA MUSEUMS 
GALLERY A TELUS Centre, 87 Ave, 111 St, 
780.492.5834 © BRILLIANT STROKES; Chinese 
Paintings from the Mactaggart Art Collection rep- 
Tesenting the styles in China from 15th to 20th 
centuries * Until Jan 24 


LITERARY 


ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave * The Factory (West) 
Reading Series presents Poison Ivy and Mistletoe 
Misfirings ® Sun, Dec 14 (book fair 12-5pm; 1-2pm 
speakers 3-4pm open mic; 7-10pm readings) * 
Cover by donation 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.459.8755 © 
Story Slam: every third Wed of the month 

CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave, 780.932.4409 
* TA.LES. Monthly Storytelling Circle: Tell sto- 
fies or come to listen; first Thu each month # Until 
Jone 2009, 8pm; $3 (free first time) 


era i a and 
| EDMONTO 
SrORYTELUING Care gpa ie ® First Thu each 
month, 7-9pm ® Pay-What-You-Will (min $6); info 
‘at 780.932.4409 Ae 

UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave, 780,422.81, 
* THE POETS’ HAVEN: Monday Night reading 
series presented by Stroll of Poets * Every Mon, 
7pm © $5 door ® Dec 15: Featuring spoken wor 
artists Anton Capri, Hal Cashman, Patti Sinclair, 
Ken Steele, and Jacqueline Williams 


THEATRE 


BLACK HEARTS IN THE ROOM 
Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave © By Scot; 
Sharplin © The Walterdale Melodrama is back 
Walterdale’s legendary ghosts take centre stage 
in this thrilling and uproarious tale of a hapless 
community theatre beset by spectres © Until De, 
20, 8pm; Sun, Mon evening performances; Sun, 
Dec. 14, 2pm © $12-$16 at TIX on the Square 
Thu, Dec 11: Two-for-One-night 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 
780.433.3399 © Rapid Fire Theatre presents con) 

edy for the sophisticated; Runs every Sat (11pm) 
except for the last Sat of each month until mid 

dune 2009 * Sat Dec 13 (the last CHIMPROY of 
2008) 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel's Maclab Theat: : 
9828-101A Ave ® A retelling of Dickens’ classic 4 
adapted by Tom Wood. Part of the Robbins Family 
Series ¢ Until Dec 23 (7:30pm, 1:30pm matinees) 

© Tickets at the Citadel box office 780.425.1820 


THE COMING OF THE KINGS Avenue Theatre, 
9030-118 Ave, 780.477.2773 ext. 107 © Theatre 
Prospero ® Dec 19-21, 7:30pm; Opening Night: We: 
Dec 16; free for Alberta Ave residents; School mati.» 
nee: Tue-Fri Dec 16-19; Dec 20-21, 2pm and 7:30pm 

© Tickets; $16 (adult}/$12 (students/senior)/$8 

(child 12 and under) at TIX on the Square, door 


CRAZY FOR YOU® THE NEW GERSHWIN® 
MUSICAL Festival Place, 100 Festival Way, 
Sherwood Park, 780.449.3378 © Music and Lyrics 
by George Gershwin and Ira Gershwin, Book by 
Ken Ludwig, Presented by The Festival Players « 
Dec 19-30 © $24 (adult}/$18 (child) at the Festival 
Place box office 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 
780.433.3399, www.die-nastyimprov.com * The 
Canadian Comedy Award-winning live improvised 
soap opera set in a turbulent France on the cusp 
of the Revolution! Let them eat cake! Heads will 
roll! Directed by Dana Andersen and starring 
some of Edmonton's finest and funniest perform- 
ers © Every Mon (8pm) 


IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave, 780.433.3399, #1 Four performanc- 
es of Teatro la Quindicina’s live radio version of 
classic Frank Capra/Jimmy Stewart film /t's a 
Wonderful Life. Starring Jeff Haslam and Davina 
Stewart, Jeff Page, Leona Brausen, Kendra Connor, 
Cathy 'Derkach, Andrew MacDonald-Smith, and Ro: 
Pederson © Dec 18-20, 7:30pm, Sat Dec 20 mat 
2pm ¢ $25/$20 (Teatro subscribers) 


OH SUSANNA! CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 
Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 780.433.3399 « 
A salute to the season and the solstice, hosted by 
enchanting elf, Susanna Patchouli, and the ever 
jolly Eros, God of Lave! Laughs! Music! EGGNOG! 
© Sat Dec 20, 11pm e Tickets at the door 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘N’ ROLL 2 AND THE 
BEAT GOES ON Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 16615- 
109 Ave, 780.483.4051 ¢ Written and compiled 
by Will Marks, a sequel to last year's hit ¢ Unti! 
Feb 15 ¢ Tickets at Mayfield box office, toll-free 
1.877.529.7829 


PIRATES OF THE NORTH SASKATCHEWAN 2: 
HANGMAN’S CURSE Jubilations Dinner Theatre 
8882-170 St, Phase Ill, WEM, 780.484.2424 Until 
Feb 1; Wed-Sat, 6:30pm; Sun 5pm y 


SAILORS SONG The Roxy, 10708-124 St, 
780.453.2440, www.attheroxy,com © Trunk 
Theatre/Theatre Network, by John Patrick Shanley 
directed by Amy DeFelice ® Until Dec 14 # $20 
(adult)/$15 (student/senior); Tue Two-for $20; tick- 
ets available at TIX on the Square 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave, 780.448.0695, www.rapidfiretheatre.com * 
Rapid Fire Theatre's weekly insane improv show * 
Every Fri (11pm) # Until July 2009 


TRAINS FANTOMES La Cité Francophone, 8527 - 
91 St © Luni Thédtre * By Mansel Robinson, trans 
fated by Jean-Mare Dalpé. An artist branded as a 
failure by the rest of his family visits his father, 
railway worker dying of cancer. Produced by 
Théatre Triangle Vital de Montréal « Dec 11- 
13,8pm; Dec 14, 2pm * $23 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior) at TIX on the Square, door 


THE VIP KID'S SHOW Varscona Theatre 10329- 

83 Ave © Variety, improv and puppet show with 

Kate Ryan, Davina Stewart, Donovan Workun, 

Dana Andersen, Cathy Derkach and friends * Dec 

13, 11am * $5 door cash or cheque only * TIXon 
Square 


JOOUMAS IV: THE RE-GIFTING Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 780,686.5960 * Mostly 
Water Theatre * Sat, Dec 13, 8pm © $15 (every- 
one) at door, by phone 780.686.5960 


It does a body good 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

us Van Sant and Harvey Milk 
G= always destined to seem 

either an ideal hook-up or a sort 
of studio-contrived shotgun wedding. 
That the most famed and acclaimed 

gay filmmaker in the US should 
helm the long-in-development biopic 
about the first openly gay man to herald 
the gay cause in US politics seems obvi- 
ous until you start to consider the com- 
plicated nature of Van Sant’s previous 
contributions to gay cinema. 

| more or less grew up with Van 
Sant’s early features, enthralled by 
their visual poetics and oddball 
humour, their nipple-twisted Ameri- 
cana and palpable affection for all the 
world’s lost boys. By the time of My 
Own Private Idaho, Van Sant’s render- 
ing of Portland’s runaway male hus- 
tler scene—centered as it was around 
the tenderly compelling and, it would 
appear, not so gay River Phoenix— 
practically made me want to be gay. 
Van Sant’s gay boys were antiheroes, 
outlaws, non-conformists, vulnerable 
adventurers, their sexuality tied 
directly to their outsider status. | 
found them cool beyond measure. 

But what, by contrast, really mat- 
ters in the story of Harvey Milk? Today 
more than ever, the core of Milk’s 
accomplishment is the very antithesis 
of Van Sant's outsider chic. Milk’s 
bold and perilous first steps as San 
Francisco city supervisor, his nation- 
ally recognized efforts to stake out an 
unabashedly gay presence in the era 
of Anita Bryant reactionism, were 
designed to lead the community into 
the light of the mainstream, and the 
recent defeat of gay marriage in Cali~ 
fornia feels like a direct attack on that 
legacy. To have same-sex partnership 
legally recognized should be a funda- 
mental right, but such an ethos of 
normalization should not be confused 


MILK 

DIRECTED BY GUS VAN SANT, 
WRITTEN BY DUSTIN LANCE BLACK. 
STARRING SEAN PENN, JOSH BROLIN, 
JAMES FRANCO 
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with the sort of romance or shadow 
side of gay culture so beguilingly 
evoked in Mala Noche, Van Sant’s 
debut, or Idaho. 

This tension between sensibilities 
may explain why, rather than aligning 
itself to his more experimentally 
minded, equally death-haunted quar- 
tet of Gerry, Elephant, Last Days and 
Paranoid Park, Milk feels more akin to 
Good Will Hunting and Finding For- 
rester, Van Sant’s earlier stabs at mul- 
tiplex acceptance. Yet I think this is 
finally a more effective movie than 
either. Milk needed to be made for the 
biggest possible audience—to do oth- 
erwise would be to miss the entire 
point of this story—and Van Sant 
deserves credit for recognizing this. 
His flexibility as a filmmaker is, in my 
books, something to admire. 


WRITTEN BY bustin Lance Black, the 


movie is structured around audio 
recordings Milk made when he began 
to fear for his life—threats of assassi- 
nation had been made for some time. 
It's a useful convention, allowing us 
to cut to the chase more often than 
not, and allowing the voice of Sean 
Penn, in pleasingly nasal-fey Noo- 
Yawk, to invitingly guide us in. The 
movie's concerned solely with the 
final eight years or so of Milk’s life, 
the period that begins with his pick- 
ing up of the attractive, much 
younger Scott Smith (james Franco) 
in an NYC subway station on the 
night of Milk’s 40th birthday. 

Falling in love with Smith was the 
catalyst that allowed Milk to give up 


his semi-closeted financial sector exis- 
tence and go west to a rainbow won- 
derland waiting to erupt from under a 
blanket of stale conservatism. A 
Republican and late-blooming hippy of 
sorts, Milk goes from suited to shaggy, 
sees opportunities for gay consumers 
to gain a foothold in his new commu- 
nity, and opens a little camera shop on 
Castro Street. This section of the movie 
ends with a magnificent crane shot of 
Milk and Smith necking in broad day- 
light. It’s glorious, the first crest of a 
wave of enthrallment over new hopes. 
It also features a telling detail: as in the 
subway pick-up scene, Milk is conspic- 
uously positioned below Smith. His 
affection for his boyfriends tends 
toward the adulatory. 

Smith doesn't stick around, leaving 
Milk to exercise his generally poor 


. judgment with regards to lovers, cul- 


minating in a disastrous partnership 
with a needy Chicano played by Diego 
Luna. But buoyed by San Fran’s brim- 
ming gay underground, Milk is 
already well on his way to triumph 
and that fateful retribution. His ascent 
into municipal politics is highly 
fraught and makes for superb drama 
He’s trying always to bond gays 
together, controversially declaring pri- 
vacy, ie the closet, an antiquated lux- 
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ury in times of violent bigotry. “Come 
out, come out, wherever you are!” 
was his clever rallying cry. And his 
charisma is awesome, his arguments 
persuasive, his sense of populism 
shrewd—he gained his supervisor 
position as much through the promise 
of legislating against abandoned dog 
shit as through gay rights. 


VAN SANT COLLABORATES again here 


with cinematographer Harris Savides, 
who previously wrought San Francis 

co in the ‘70s to great effect in Zodiac 

Milk’s dynamic use of archival footage 
serves it well, making the spirit of the 
times come alive. But the decisive 
force in this project, what will make 
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or break it for audiences, are the per- 
formances, and Penn is on fire here 
The role of Milk grants the volatile 
actor and activist permission to 
express his moral fervour in a fresh, 
invigorating context. He mimics Milk’S* 
peculiar fist shaking with a goofy sort 
of grace, milking it, so to speak, with 
great aplomb. He speechifies with 
great emotional dexterity, yet brings a 
wonderfully conspiratorial glee to qui- 
eter scenes of political negotiation. 
He's also very funny. Josh Brolin’s Dan 
White challenges him with the tired 
old theological arguments against 
homosexuality. “Can two men repro- 
duce?” White asks. “No,” Milk replies, 
with the warmest and slyest of smiles. 
“But God knows we keep trying.” 

In a superlative and teeming sup- 
porting cast that includes lovinglp 
realized turns from Franco, very sexy 
and subtle in his grudging support, 
and from Emile Hirsch and Alison Pill, 
Brolin demands special mention. His 
embodiment of profoundly conflicted 
homophobia swings from sympathetic 
to repulsive with an absolute mini- 
mum of fuss. In a grim, sobering way 
he grounds the picture. Which is to 
say he represents an element that 
doubtlessly still lingers in Milk’s audi- 
ence, a prejudice and resentment that 
can't be quelled by the comforts of 
increasing familiarity with gay culture 
alone. And it’s because of this that | 
sincerely hope the Dan Whites of the 
world see this movie. ¥ t 
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Early into production on his feature film ver- 
sion of Louis Feuillade’s beloved silent serial 
Les Vampires, René (Jean-Pierre Léaud) is 
already consumed by doubts. While screen- 
4» ing rushes he sits burrowed under layers of 
clothes, hawk-like and festering, finally ris- 
ing to leave without a word. Only when a 
crewmember pleads for appraisal does he 
offer a gut searing “It sucks!,” or however 
they say it sucks in French. Late that same 
night, following a domestic altercation suffi- 
ciently inflamed to summon the Paris gen- 
darme, with pharmaceutically aided 
calmness René reassesses the project with 
its star Maggie (Maggie Cheung). She tries 
to reassure him things are going well, that 


Irma Vep doesn’t suck 


the film they're making will be fun, that it 
possesses real feeling. “! feel nothing,” 
René flatly declares with epitomic, categori- 
cal French renvo/. Only one thing can 
redeem the whole fiasco, he says, only one 
thing sustains his interest, and it's her. Mag- 
gie Cheung. His imported Irma Vep, his 
muse, and the object of universal desire 
within his camp. 

Same goes for Olivier Assayas. Drawn 
in by “the radiance she exuded through 
her beauty and sovereignty,” he made 
Irma Vep (1996), the filmic host for 
René’s doomed remake, as both a study of 
persona and a love letter to a genuine 
star—and he wrote the above quoted 
homage before Cheung became his wife. 
Irma Vep is among the most pleasurable 
works of cinephile cinema, and the praise 
Cheung offers to René’s Vampires should 
be applied here with the fullest vigor: it's 
fun, and it has feeling. And it’s newly 
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released in a handsomely packaged DVD 
from Zeitgeist. 

Les Vampires (1915) was a delirious fan- 
tasy concerning a gang of master criminals, 
one of which, Irma Vep—an anagram for 
vampire—slips through Paris in impossibly 
sexy faux ninja gear. /rma Vep, by contrast, 
is not fantasy so much as an observational 
tale in which the busy banality of work, 
with its stops and starts, its gossip and 
arguments, is gradually enmeshed with 
film-induced fantasy. Cheung is fitted for 
her role in a sex shop, the latex livery so 
enveloping her figure that Zoé, the film's 
costumer (Nathalie Richard), is already har- 
bouring her own fantasies of seducing the 
star. There's something alchemical in the 
contact of the latex with Cheung’s flesh, to 
the degree where, in the film’s most strange 
and beguiling sequence, the actress dons 
her costume and begins to inhabit her char- 
acter in the real world of her hotel. She 
infiltrates the room of a naked woman 
(Armenian-Canadian actress Arsinée Khan- 
jian) embroiled in a long-distance phone 
call and steals a dazzlingly bejeweled neck- 
lace. The soundscape is sublime, the soft 


squeak of the latex folds, the tinkly icicle 
rattle of the necklace being swiped from 
the marble vanity. The imagery is curious in 
its selection, with Assayas darting in for 
close-ups of Khanjian’s painted toenails, as 
though the best way to emphasize such fla- 
grant nudity is to fixate on the feet. It ends 
upon a rainy rooftop, with Cheung disposing 
of her swag in gauzy images composed like 
a superhero comic. And then it’s over, this 
dream or fugue or closet criminal caper— 
we never know for sure which—and we're 
back to the business of watching a movie 
fall apart. 

Assayas, collaborating beautifully here 
with cinematographer Eric Gautier, makes 
the twin realities of /rma Vep feel very 
much ofa piece. His handheld camera 
always prowling through spaces and 
across faces, he is a director of unusual 
assurance when simply capturing people 
conversing, eating, drinking or goofing 
around, routinely ending scenes at idio- 
syncratic moments, such as Zoé’s donning 
of a dominatrix mask with zipped up ori- 
fices while attempting to exhale a lungful 
of smoke. Smoking itself feels like a 


theme here, or at least essential to 1h, 
film’s irreverent lampooning of Frenc), 
ness, of sourness, petty tirades a) 
impassioned gloom, bad attitudes play. 
up for a good time. Despite a lovely ;; 
on the back of Zoé’s motorbike—io , 

sounds of Ali Farka Tour6é—ang }) 


"almost attending a rave, Cheung's tou; 


Paris is largely limited to the confines , 
the French film industry, yet for us view, 


‘ers it becomes a world of constant sma) 


surprises, where everyone's there oui , 
love for the art—but what kind of lov. 
what kind of art, that’s something of infir 
itesimal and often oppositional variatioy, 
So one final variation. Assayas wir 
things down by winding our imaginatio, 
up. Les Vampires is handed over to anot 
er director, the foreign star dismissed j, 
favour of homegrown talent. But Cheun 
Irma lives in a sudden leap into the 
scratchy abstract. The last images rende 
her both semi-obliterated and reco 
ceived in a crazy closing collage. Fantasy” 
is pushed back into the celluloid fantas; 
cal. Think of it as a parting gift. Or a 
prompt to start the whole thing over. v 


Less grey gardens 


A Central Park art project becomes a 
New York story through the Maysles 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
ew York is nearly mythic in 
N° landscapes of our global 
mind. Even before the events 
of 9/11 placed the grand metropolis 
at the heart of a conflict whose broad 
strokes and contours are, like the city 
itself, an equal, improbable mix of 
fantastic projection and nuanced real- 
ism, the Big Apple was an urban won- 
derland continually redrawn and 
redefined in song, art, and prose. 

Most vividly, New York is a creature 
of film—no other medium cements 
the city’s mythology so trenchantly 
glitteringly deceptive, anonymous and 
labyrinthine; stark and ripely under- 
bellied in noirs; feral in The French 
Connection or Taxi Driver; neurotically 
fraught in Woody Allen's jazz-inflect- 
ed set-pieces; otherworldly in Ghost- 
busters or King Kong. New York bears 
so much accumulated cinematic 
weight that entire movies play with 
earlier conventions, sub-genres nes- 


tled in sub-genres, like Russian dolls | 


in the shape of its iconic skyline. 
The Gates offers us two new lenses 
through which to view the city—one 
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that is physical, an actual alteration of 
vistas long familiar to us from images 
moving, still and sometimes experi- 
enced, and the other a community 
response to that changed landscape. 
That initial manifestation is the first 
focus of the film, the unfolding saga 
and eventual realization of a long-pur- 
sued project by Christo and Jeanne- 
Claude, a towering pair of the 
international art world, who, Madon- 
na-like, identify themselves by one 
name. As that alone suggests, the cou- 
ple are an odd mix of endearing and 
insufferable—he, an airy John 
Malkovich-type; she, a flinty saleswom- 
an in a bohemian wrapping—softened 
by age but fossilized in the kind of dis- 
connection fostered by celebrity. 


FILM 


CHRISTO AND JEANNE-CLAUDE are si 


financing pioneers of extravagant envi 

ronmental interventions, like wrapping 
the Reichstag or outlining Florida 
islands in acres of fabric. There's mn 

way to avoid a Christo in your neigh 

bourhood—the scale is impossible | 

ignore—but every work is transient 
dismantled within weeks, and the sit 

returned to ‘normal.’ Still, their work 
ignites fierce public debate in the yeai 

leading up to their project realization 

The title piece of The Gates is no excep 
tion, made up of over 7500 orange-gold 
steel frames draped by billowing fabric 
sinuously stretching through several 
kilometres in Central Park. 

The film begins in 2003, at a tri- 
umphant press conference announ 
ing the approval of the project, before 
jumping back to 1979, when the 
artists first sought permission for the 
work. In the intervening decades, they 
bump up against pompous bureau 
crats, outraged locals and fawning 
supporters before achieving their goal 
in the receptive, post-9/11 New Yor! 
of Michael Bloomberg. 

The altered park becomes a sile 0! 
pilgrimage, drawing men, women 
schoolchildren, homeless people 
socialites walking oblivious dogs, }03 
gers, storytellers, musicians, love's 
haters and a parade of world religions 
to converge on the site, witnessed by 
the patient and loving camera ot th 
filmmakers, who include the eve! 
wonderful Maysles brothers (of ('c) 
Gardens fame). 

The Maysles are defining docu 
mentarians for good reason. They '¢ 
never didactic, or even particularly 
explicit, instead alternating betwee! 
elegiac moments of reverie and the 
textural resonant thud of the con 
crete, showing both as inviolabl) 
beautiful. Christo and Jeanne-Claude 
may temporarily alter Central Pats 
but the people give a landscape |!" 4 
meaning, and the filmmakers at 
show New York’s inhabitants reck 
oning with a changé t redraws 
their ideas of place, for better, fo! 
worse or just for a while. w 
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On September 15, 2008, the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average dropped 500 points, 
John McCain said the economy's funda- 
mentals were strong, Obama got his 
head-start to the finish line and the 
entire world woke up to the global eco- 
nomic recession. The recession that had 
been there for years with such people 
as economist Peter Shiff, congressman 
Ron Paul and Robert Bixby screaming 
for its attention. 

Bixby is the executive director of the 
Concord Coalition, an organization which 
organizes Fiscal Wake Up tours across 
America and helped produce /OUSA; he 
is also the central figure of said docu- 
mentary, or rather the secondary figure: 
as centre-stage as America’s debt is, it 
lacks the opposable thumbs to hold a 
microphone. 

IOUSA is not like most scary documen- 
taries about America’s looming collapse. 


GARNEAU 
theatre 


It is alarming, but not in the run-for-your- 
life way of Fahrenheit 9/17 (which it is 
often compared to). It is alarming for its 
numbers—ts horrifying duodecuple-dig- 
its (that’s 12 zeroes). The tone itself is 
sobering, and every one of its four chap- 
ters (deficits of budget, savings, trade 
and leadership) all conclude with solu- 
tions that Americans and their govern- 
ment can adopt. 

The unperturbed tone is largely due to 
Bixby. The sweater-vest wearing, math- 
loving nerd has been studying the nation’s 
dangerous debt for so long that he’s 
beyond panicking. He's focused simply on 
making the reality known and making it a 
thing of the past with FDR-type solutions. 

He is by no means a Democrat, and 
this film is very bipartisan. He offers 
fiscal Republican solutions, too. In 
fact, when it comes to blame, he has a 
little for every president since Richard 
Nixon, who abandoned the gold stan- 
dard, made the US dollar tangibly 
worthless and cheated foreign lenders 
out of billions. The only president who 
gets the hot air beat out of him is 
Bush. There’s actually a whole chapter 
of Bush-bashing for his doubling of the 
national debt. (See chapter four: Lead- 
ership Deficit.) But given the rest of 
the film's friendly tone, the presiden- 
tial assault, while certainly not unwar- 
ranted, feels erratic. 

As does the dragging on afterward, 
where we get to watch Bixby enlighten 
the nation on his fiscal-tours like the hero 
he wants to be known as, in an elongated 
montage that belongs at the beginning. 

As smart a film as it is, it is unfortu- 
nately a wee bit late for us. It wasn’t 
when it opened limitedly last August—it 
was right on time—but as | alluded to at 
the beginning of my review, September 
15 made the crisis a reality. (OUSA is no 
longer a prediction, but a confirmation. 
The last figures spiking off its animated 
charts and graphs come from April 2008, 
and as grim as things were then, they're 
a lot worse now. 

There's no way to keep a documen- 
tary like this constantly updated, espe- 
cially not with the times as they are. 
But tardiness is a liability that 
ephemeral docs like this just can’t 
escape. However, it does serve to edu- 
cate people about the inner-workings 
of the Federal Reserve. Its “Economy 
for Dummies” agenda is very serving, 
so don't pass on it just because it’s 
version 1.0. 
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JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 
North American consumers demonstra: 
pathetic contradictions, Particularly 
their senseless demand for locally pj; 
duced products, but the lowest possib\o 
price at the expense of everybody els, 
Such is demonstrated in Outsourced , - 
culture-clashed comedy about the reloca 
tion of a Seattle-based call centre t; 
India, as management trainer Todd (Josh 
Hamilton) asks his new employees to jot 
only claim they're in Chicago, but also « 
drag out certain vowels to sound more ” 
convincing. This results, of course, jj 
most of the American callers frustrated in 
the quality of service, even as the prod 
ucts they order (cheap novelties like fio 
dog toasters and astrology placemats) ar: 
made in China. 

Granted, it’s not a fantastically new 
concept, but it is at least portrayed with 
more charm than disdain in the adven 
tures of Todd, a broken-hearted American 
sent to train his replacement and opti 
mize the work environment so that | 
resembles the recently defunct one back 
home. What Todd learns is that it only 
becomes possible once he learns ti 
acknowledge and embrace the culture 
that baffles him, just as his trainees are 
expected to of the tacky American maver 
ick bullshit that their jobs depend on. Firs 
he meets Purohit (Asif Basra), his replace 
ment, who looks forward to the position 
that Todd so begrudged as an opportunity 
to make a dream salary and marry the gir! 
of his dreams. Then, he encounters Asha 
(Ayesha Dharker}, an inquisitive beauty 
who begs the question of the company’s 
attempt to globalize the operation instead 
of befriending the culture they take 
advantage of. 

Todd soon takes initiative as he discov 
ers the heart of life in India, learning and _ 
valuing their customs and rituals as much 
as the trainees demonstrate a fondness 
for American kitsch. He grants the office 
more freedom to decorate their desks and 
choose a dress code, and eventually 
moves the office outside. The numbers 
that at first seemed a pipe dream soon 
turn into a reality, making Todd realize 
that the American way is not necessarily 
the most effective. 
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ing and ee and The 
eee Yes, is thin and aged, proving 
‘hat the underdog hero is still as con- 
fused and disheartened as he was ten 
years ago. There is hardly any grand and 

new insight into globalization, but there 
are no oversighted goof-ups that make 
Outsourced seem facist or ideologically 
problematic. In this case, a little modesty 
isa saving grace. 
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‘OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 

ow many attempts will Hollywood pro- 
ducers make at recreating the Marvel 
‘Comics anti-hero the Punisher before 
‘retiring him to the collectible seals he 
came from? 

in less than a decade we've seen 
‘Dolph Lundgren (the poor man’s Jean- 
Claude Van Damme), Thomas Jane (the 
poor man’s Dolph Lundgren, perhaps) and 
flow Ray Stevenson in The Punisher: 
War Zone, all mopping up the blood of 
{insert demonized race thinly veiled as 
“organized criminals”) while coping with 
post-traumatic stress disorder. 

Here's the backstory that every Punisher 
movie tries to instill in our ambivalent 
brains so that we could remember it for a 
sequel (as opposed to another remake): the 
Punisher is a vigilante once known as mili- 
tary-man Frank Castle. His family was mur- 
dered on a picnic (I’m not kidding) after 
witnessing a mob hit. In this 2008 version, 
his happy family is remembered in what 
appears to be scenes from a Downy com- 
mercial. Also in this version, the mobsters 
are caricatured New York Italians who may 
or may not be selling “biological packages” 
to the “rag-heads in Queens.” 

So for four years, Castle has been 
knocking out the members of every crime 
family, one by one, until he feels like he 
can push those damned laundry detergent 
commercials out of his head. But there's 
no real competition here. His costume is 
a nylon gun-cupboard which many times 
gives the impression of him actually 
pulling weapons out of his ass. The mob- 
sters themselves are practically handi- 
capped in the first 30 seconds of his 
presence, which is usually enough time to 
gun down 90 per cent of them. The 
remaining few might get a knife in the 
head or an fatal elbow-drop. Yes, he kills 
@ man with a “Macho Man” Randy Sav- 
age-style elbow-drop. 

But who cares, right? It's just a comic 
book movie. I'm not a comic book lover, 
but I'm pretty sure that that’s the equiva- 
lent of be thee 4 if there were ever such 
one regarding comic book aficionados. 
There js a reason why comic-nerds and 
the rest of the population hail The Dark 
Knight and itman & Robin. \t’s 
fot that either is disloyal to its medium; 
its that the former was multi-layered and 

nuanced, ia and acted with originali- 
yin paid latter simply wasn't. 
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All showtimes are subject to 
change at any time. 
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CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


8094 Connauaht Dr, Jasper, 780-852-4749 


FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) 

Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00; 
Sat-Sun 1:30 

BOLT (G) 

Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00; 
Sat-Sun 1:30 

BANFF MTN. FESTIVAL 
WORLD TOUR (PG) ! 
Mon 7:30 


190 Ave 50 St, 780-472-9779 


THE HAUNTING OF MOLLY 
HARTLEY (14A) 

Dally 2:00, 7:25 

PRIDE AND GLORY (714A, coarse 
language, violence, not recom- 
mended for children) 

Fri-Sat 4:00, 9:40, 12:20; Sun-Thu 
4:00, 9:40 

Heats cares (14A, gory 
scenes, coarse language) 

Fri-Sat 1:15, 4:10, 6:50, 9:30, 
Hee Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:10, 6:50, 


MAX PAYNE (14A, violence) 

Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:45, 7:20, 9:55, 

12:15; Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:45, 7:20, 

9:55 

QUARANTINE (184A, gory scenes) 

Fri-Sat 7:30, 10:05, 12:05; Sun- 

Thu 7:30, 10:05 

BODY OF LIES (14A, coarse lan- 
juage, brutal violence) 

Ti-Sat 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 9:35, 
12:10; Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 
9:35 
APPALOOSA (14A) 

Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:00, 6:45, 9:20, 
11:50; Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:00, 6:45, 
9:20 

ROCK N ROLLA (14A, coarse 


lage, violence) 
Fri-Sat 7:10, 9:50, 12:05; Sun-Thu 
7:10, 9:50 


NICK AND NORAH'S INFINITE - 


PLAYLIST (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 10:00 

EAGLE EYE (14A) 

Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:25, 7:00, 9:45, 
12:10; Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:25, 7:00, 
9:45 

IGOR (PG) 

Daily 1:50, 4:05 

Se ae (14A, 
coarse language 

Daily 1: Ay 4:40, 7:20 

JBURN AFTER READING (144, 
violence, coarse language) 
Fri-Sat 1: 145, 4:35, e 15, 9:25, 
Aa Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:35, 7:15, 


THE DARK KNIGHT (PG, vio- 
pe) itening scenes, not rec- 
led for young ene) 
Pa Sat ita 40, 11:20; 
Sun-Thu 1:10, 4:20, 7:40 
MAMMA MIA! ‘Sat 1:40, 
4:15, 7:05, 9:35, 11:55; Sun-Thu 
1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:35 
WALL-E (G) Daily 1:30, 4:30 


14231.137th Avenue, 780-732-2296 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
Renee Daly 12:10, 1:30, 2:35 
4:10, 5:10, 6:45, 7:40, 9:20, 10:20 
NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 


, coarse language) 
ES 1:20, 4:20, 7:10, 9:40 


DELGO tee 
Daily 12:20, 2:30, 4:40, 6:50 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE (164, 


Baty 2:00, 8 5:30, saed0 1040 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 
Dal Bb 240, 5:15, 7:0, 


MADAGACAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) 

Daily 12:30, 2:50, 5:05, 7:20, 9:30 
ROLE MODELS (144A, crude con- 


Ean SunThu 1:40, 44, 7:20, 


5 7 5 ei 


mi 
La 


10:05; Sat 4:45, 7:30, 10:05 
BOLT (G) 
Daily 1:10, 3:50; Reald 3d Dally 
12:00, 2:20, 4:50, 7:15, 9:50 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 
Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
Offend) Daily 12:40, 3:00, 5:20, 
6:40, 7:45, 9:00, 10:10 
AUSTRALIA (PG, violence, lan- 
gu lage may offend) 

ally 12: 50, 4:30, 8:30 
TRANSPORTER 3 (14A) 
Daily 1:50, 5:00, 7:55, 10:35 
NUTCRACKER/CASSE- 
NOISETTE (Classification not 
available) Sat 12;00 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-99 St, 780-436-8585 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) 
No passes Daily 12:00, 12:30, 
3:10, 3:30, 6:40, 7:30, 9:50, 10:20 
DELGO (PG) 
Fri-Sat, Mon-Thu 12:50, 3:40, 
6:50; Sun 12:50, 2:55, 6:50 
RAB NE BANA DI JOD! (Hindi 
WEE,S.T,) (STC) 
Daily 12:15, 4:00, 8:00 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE (18A, 
oy ry scenes, brutal violence) 
aily 12:20, '3:20, 6:30, 9:30 

CHAKK DE PHATTE (PG) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 1:00, 5:00, 8:30; Wed 
1:00, 5:00, 9:20 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 
Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) Fri-Tue, Thu 11:50, 
2:20, 4:30, 6:45, 9:15; We 
11:50, 2:20, 4:30, 9:30 
ROLE MODELS (14A, crude con- 
tent, coarse language) 
Fri, Sun-Wed 1:45, 4:45, 7:45, 
10:15; Sat 4:45, 7:45, 10:15; Thu 
1:45, 4:45, 10:15 
ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A 
PORNO (184, get plage 
coarse crude content) 
Dally 7: Pry 10.20 
BOLT (G) 
Daily 1:30, 4:45; Reald 3d Daily 

:00, 2:30, 4:50, 7:20, 9:50 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 
Daily 1:15, 4:40, 7:30, 10:30 
FOUR CHRISTMASES 
(PG, crude content, language may 
offend) Daily 12:10, 2:40, 5:00, 
7:50, 9:40, 10:30 
MILK (14A, coarse language) 
Daily 12:40, 3:45, 6:50, 10:15 
AUSTRALIA (PG, violence, lan- 

may offend) 

ily 2:00, 6:30, 10:00 
TRANSPORTER 3 (14A) 
Fri-Sat, Mon-Thu 1:10, 4:20, 7:15, 
10:10; Sun 1:10, 4:20, 10:10 
NUTCRACKER/CASSE- 
NOISETTE (Classification not 
available) Sat 12:00 
WWE: ARMAGEDDON 
(Classification not available) 

in 5:00 


10200-102 Awe, 780-421-7020 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 


STILL (PG) 

OTS bigital Fri-Thu 1:10, 3:45, 

6:55, 9:35 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri-Tue, Thu 

12:86, 3:25, 6:30, 9:10; Wed 

12:45, 3:25, 9:10 

BOLT IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D 

(G) Digital Presentation, Reald 3d 

Fri 12:15, 3:10, 7:00, 9:15; Sat- 

Wed 12:35, 3:10, 7:00, 9:15; Thu 

12:35, 3:10, 9:15 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

'14A) Dolby 

Wore, 3:20, 6:35, 9:00 

AUSTRALIA Meh een lan- 

may offend) No passes, 

Boiky. tng Digital Fri-Thu 12:30, 
3:50, 7:10 

FOUR eae Bl 

crude content, lang) 


om Pi Digi Fri-Thu ute: 55, 
NUTCRACKER (Balit, 


TT 


Stereo Digital Fri-Thu 


Classification not available) 
Digital Presentation Sat 1:00 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE (184, 
gory scenes, brutal violence) 

ITS Digital Fri, Sun, Tue 1:00, 
3:35, 6:40, 9:20; Sat 4:00, 6:40, 
9:20; Mon, Thu 1:00, 3:35, 9:20; 
Wed 1:00, 3:35, 9:35 


CLAREVIEW 10 
4211-139 Ave, 780-472-7600 


MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:25, 6:35, 8:50; 
Sat-Sun 2:00, 4:25, 6:35, 8:50 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:30, 7:00, 9:35; 
Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:30, 7:00, 9:35 
BOLT IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D 
(G) Digital Presentation Fri, Mon- 
Thu 4:40, 7:05, 9:20; Sat-Sun 
2:10, 4:40, 7:05, 9:20 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:10, 6:50, 9:30; 
Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:10, 6:50, 9:30 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) Fri, Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:45, 
9:00; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:00, 6:45, 
9:00; Reel Babies Mon 1:00 
AUSTRALIA (PG, violence, lan- 
guage may offend) 

laily 8:40 
TRANSPORTER 3 (14) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:45, 7:15, 9:40; 
Sat-Sun 1:50, 4:45, 7:15, 9:40 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE (184, 
gory scenes, brutal violence) 

ni, Mon-Thu 4:35, 7:10, 9:50; 
Sat-Sun 1:25, 4:35, 7:10, 9:50 
DELGO (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:15, 6:30; Sat-Sun 
1:45, 4:15, 6:30 
NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 
(PG, coarse lanquage) 
fri, Mon-Thu 4:20, 6:40, 9:10; 
Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:20, 6:40, 9:10 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) No passes Fri, Mon- 
Thu 4:50, 7:20, 9:45; Sat-Sun 
1:10, 4:50, 7:20, 9:45 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


(900148 Ave, Camrose, 780-600-2144 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) Daily 7:05, 9:05; Sat, 
Sun, Tue 2:05 
AUSTRALIA (PG, violence, lan- 
gu jage may offend) 

aily 7:30; Sat-Sun, Tue 1:45 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) Daily 7:20 9:20; Sat-Sun, 
Tue 2:20 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 
Dally 6:55 9:10 
BOLT (G) Daily 7:00 9:00; Sat, 
Sun, Tue 2:00 
MADAGASCAR 2: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) Sat-Sun, Tue 2:15 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 780-416-0150 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
ee 14:00, 7:00, 10:00; 

ie} nm 4:09, £:00, LOO; 
Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00; 
Mon-Thu 7:00, 10:00 
DELGO (PG) 
Fri 3:40, 6:50; Sat-Sun 12:10, 
3:40, 6:50; Mon-Thu 6:50 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE (158A, 

jory scenes, brutal violence) 

ri 4:40, 7:30, 10:20; Sat-Sun 
1:10, 4:40, 7:30, 10:20; Mon-Thu 
7:30, 10:20 
BOLT (G) Fri 4:20, 7:05, 9:30; 
Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:20, 7:05, 9:30; 
Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:30 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 
Fri 3:50, 7:10, 9:40; Sat-Sun 
12:30, 3:50, 7:10, 9:40; Mon-Thu 
7:10, 9:40 

MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 

AFRICA (G) 
Fri 4:10, 6:40, 9:20; Sat-Sun 
12:50, 4:10, 6:40, 9:20; Mon-Thu 
6:40, 9:20 
ROLE MODELS (14A, crude con- 
tent, coarse language) 
Fri 4:25, 9:50; Sat-Sun 4:30, 9:50; 
Mon-Thu 9:60 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 


hea 


crude content, language may 
offend) 

Fri 4:15, 7:40, 10:15; Sat-Sun 
1:20, 4:15, 7:40, 10:15; Mon-Thu 
7:40, 10:15 

AUSTRALIA (PG, violence, lan- 
guage may offend) 

Fri 3:30, 8:00; Sat-Sun 12:00, 
3:30, 8:00; Mon-Thu 8:00 
TRANSPORTER 3 (14A) 

aes Mon-Thu 7:15; Sun 12:20, 


TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

Fri 3:45, 7:20, 9:10, 10:10; Sat- 
Sun 12:40, 3:45, 7:20, 9:10, 
10:10; Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:10, 10:10 
NUTCRACKER/CASSE- 
NOISETTE (Classification not 
available) 

Sat 12:00 


8712-108 St, 780-433-0728 


THE BOY IN THE STRIPED 
PAJAMAS (PG, mature themes, 
disturbing content) 

Mon-Wed 7:00, 9:00; Thu 9:15; 
Sat-Sun 1:00 

WHAT JUST HAPPENED (14A, 
coarse language) 

Sat-Sun 3:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchifi Aye, St. 
Albert. 780-458-9822, 


BOLT (G) 

Daily 1:00, 3:05, 5:00, 6:55, 8:50 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

Daily 1:30, 4:15, 6:45, 9:00 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) 

Daily 12:30, 2:15, 
7:45, 9:35 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 
Daily 8:30 

MADAGASCAR 2 (G) 

Dally 12:55, 2:55, 4:40, 6:30 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) 

Daily 1:20, 3:20, 5:20 9:20 


TRO52-3022 


FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language / may 
offend) Daily 7:10, 9: {5; Sat-Sun 
1:10, 3:15 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) Daity 
6:55, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:30 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat- 
Sun 1:00, 3:25 

BOLT (G) Daily 7:00, 9:20; Sat 
Sun 1:00, 3:20 


METRO CINEMA 


9828-191A Avo, Citadel Theatre, 
780-425-9212 


4:05, 5:55, 


KRAMER: MILESTONES (STC) 
Sun 7:00 

THE GATES (STC) 

Fri, Sat, Mon 7:00, 9:00 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 
120 Century Crossing, Spruce Grove, 780- 
972-2832. Serving Spruce Grove. Stony 
Plain: Parkland County 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) 
Daily 7:00, 9:15; Sat, Sun, Tue 
1:10, 3:30 
AUSTRALIA (PG, violence, lan- 
guage may offend) 

aily 7:30; Sat-Sun, Tue 1:30 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun, 
Tue 12:45, 3:05 
TRANSPORTER 3 (14A) 
Daily 9:00 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 
Daily 6:45, 9:20 
BOLT (G) 
Dally 7:10, 9:05; Sat-Sun, Tue 
12:55, 3:00 
MADAGASCAR 2: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) Daily 6:55; Sat-Sun, 
Tue 1:05, 3:15 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 
Daily 7:05, 9:30; Sat-Sun, Tue 
12:50, 3:10 


DEC 11 - DEC 17, 2008 


AR EA 


10537-82 Ave, 750-433-0728 


RACHEL GETTING MARRIED 
(14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Daily 9:15; Sat-Sun 3:30 
TELL NO ONE (14A violence, 
coarse language, nudity) 

Daily 6:45; Sat-Sun 1:00 
OUTSOURCED (PG) 

Daily 7:00; Sat-Sun 1:00 
1.0.U.S.A (G) 

Daily 9:00; Sat-Sun 3:00 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 8852-170 St. 780-444-2400 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) Rwe/Dvs, No passes 
Daily 2:00, 5:00, 7:45, 10:30 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE 
(PG) No passes Daily 1:00, 4:00, 
7:00, 9:45 

PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 

(18A, gory scenes, brutal violence) 
Daily 1:30, 4:40, 7:30, 10:20 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 
Daily 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 10:15 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) 

Daily 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:00 
ROLE MODELS (14A, crude con- 
tent, coarse language) 

Fri-Wed 12:50, 4:20, 7:05, 9:40; 
Thu 12:50, 4:20, 10:20 

ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A 
PORNO (18A, sexual content, 
coarse language, crude content) 
Fri-Sat, Tue-Thu 1:50, 4:50, 7:50, 
10:30; Sun 1:50,. 10:30; Mon 
1:50, 4:30, 10:30 

BOLT (G) 

Daily 12:45, 3:45, 6:45, 9:20 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

Dally 12:40, 2:40, 3:40, 6:50, 
9:10, 9:50 

FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 


=) 


2) 


S 


crude content, language may 
offend) 

Daily 12:15, 1:10, 3:50, 6:40, 
7:40, 10:10 

AUSTRALIA (PG, violence, lan- 


Ausoe may offend) - 


laily 12:20, 4:10, 8:00 
TRANSPORTER 3 (14) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:30, 7:20, 
10:00; Sat 4:30, 7:20, 10:00 
NUTCRACKER/CASSE- 
NOISETTE (Classification not 
available) Sat 12:00 
WWE: ARMAGEDDON 
(Classification not available) 
Sun.6:00 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ava, Groat Rd, 780-455-8725 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 
DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 
9:35; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:35, 7:00, 
9:35 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:40, 
9:15; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:25, 6:40, 
9:15 

FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, 
Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:45; Sat-Sun 
12:55, 3:15, 7:15, 9:45 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) Dolby Stereo Digital, 
No passes Fri, Mon-Thu 6:50, 
9:25; Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:45, 6:50, 
9:25 


WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


7e0-352-3022 


FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat-Sun 
4:05, 3:15 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

Daily 6:55, 9:35; Sat-Sun 12:55, 
3:35 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) 

Daily 7:00, 9:25; 

Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:25 
AUSTRALIA nies violence, lan- 
juage may offer 

Baty 6:30, 9:30; ree sun 12:30, 


WUEWEEKLY 
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Revolution or revelation 


The Dears rise from the ashes with Missiles 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
f Jas -to Kanye West and love 
his music—it’s wicked, repeti- 
tive, poppy and so catchy, and I 
was saying that | get jealous: ‘Fuck! I 
should do stuff like that!’” 

Murray Lightburn chuckles, weav- 
ing in and out of ideas and moods as 
easily as he does through Montréal 

Pafiic. 

“But there's a problem,” he contin- 
ues. “I made the decision to craft 
something that wasn't limited to those 
boundaries. Within that, the job of the 
Dears is letting things fall where they 
may. That’s how 11-minute songs hap- 
pen. A fancy Top-40 producer would 
take that song and turm it into a ‘hit’— 
at the core, all our songs have sing- 
along choruses and all that, but for 
some reason, the Dears process just 
doesn’t yield that result. What we bring 
is more ... “ Lightburn struggles for a 
moment before finishing, “sprawling 
and crawling.” 

He punctuates his description with 

™another wave of laughter. 

Lightburn is all storm and sunlight, 
conversation banking between his 
magnificent low forceful laughter— 
like distant rolling thunder coming 
your way—and more shadowy 
thoughts, a palette of greys ranging 
from deep despair to mild frustration. 
These days, however, a hard-earned 
Zen sense of the absurd anchors him 
to the light, allowing him to go 
spelunking in the depths without los- 
ing his mind. 

“The Dears recently went through a 
lot of shit,” the songwriter confesses 
“We could have packed it in, but we 

-#didn't.” 


THAT IS THE SUCCINCT, pop song- 


length explanation to the slow train 
wreck that followed Gang of Losers, 
the Montréal band's sixth offering (or 
seventh, depending on how you count 
compilations). The longer story has 
been much speculated about in the 
music press and fan community, and 
gossip is not much assuaged by the 
oblique and poetic descriptions 
offered by the band on its website 
People want dirt; the nitty-gritty of 

“Alame and accusation. But how do 
you talk about the kind of deep, life- 
changing transformation that endings 
periodically bestow upon our lives, 
upending our expectations and leav- 
ing us groping for new realizations 
and directions? 

™ Lightbum sighs. “The thing is, part 


ae) 
pa) 


co 


=a WITH METRIC, TOKYO POLICE CLUB, SEBASTIEN 
GRAINGER . 
SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE, $97.50 
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of the problem of the band, what led 
us to parting ways was that there were 
two philosophies going on where there 
should only be one. The Dears are 
rooted in being an art project. With 
Gang of Losers, all of a sudden the 
writing was on the wall. It went from 
being an art project to that aspect 
being so far down on the priorities list 
it was irrelevant. Every ‘High Council’ 
meeting—that’s what we call them— 
nothing was about music or what 
approach to a show we should take or 
the set list—it was all just bullshit.” 

The last word hangs in the air. The 
animating emotion behind it is not 
angry, but almost plaintive, poignant 
in the hunger fuelling Lightburn’s 
intensity. 

“I can't run my life that way,” he 
insists. “I quit the band for a day, 
maybe a week, | don’t know. When I 
came to, | realized I couldn't quit the 
band. It was a selfish act. The Dears is 
a bigger thing than ‘The Murray Light- 
burn Project.’ As much as people think 
it’s mine, it isn’t. I'm just adhering to it.” 

That surrender, according to Light- 
burn, is in essence the key to the 
Dears. 

“I choose to sacrifice everything for 
it, and so does Natalia,” he states. “It’s 
about a level of sacrifice to be 
involved with the Dears.” 

Co-founder Natalia Yanchak is the 
only remaining original Dear, along- 
side Lightburn. He credits her with 
everything from his mental stability to 
the revelation of the Dears philoso- 
phy, During his metaphoric wilder- 
ness-wandering, Yanchak provided 
the equal amounts of sympathy and 
hard-assedness that Lightburn needed 
to keep building and crafting under 
the Dears banner. 

“She knew I was going to grow a 
pair and get back in the studio— 
that’s what she said,” he laughs. 
“She's made this her life's work and 
is an inspiration to all of us: Natalia 
is the classic matriarchal figure. 
She’s glue to me, to the Dears, to 
everything and everyone around 
her. When people say it’s my band, 
that’s so wrong, because it’s almost 
more hers. She cares so much. As 


feverish as I am in the studio, she’s 
that feverish about keeping the 
whole operation together, getting 
from point A to point B, and spread- 
ing the Gospel of the Dears.” 

Lightburn looks back once more, 
and adds quietly, “I was really, really, 
really taken down by what was hap- 
pening in the band, taken down to the 
point of ill-health. Everything around 
me was really difficult. | didn’t know 
what was happening, but the next 
batch of songs were coming, and 
maybe I even thought I'd do them 
myself, but we recruited new people, 
they put in their service, and they 
made it theirs,” 

It’s striking Lightburn refers to songs 
as “coming,” rather than a more active 
seeking them out typical of songwrit- 
ing. “It’s been like that my whole life,” 
he explains. “I'm like a satellite. 1 don't 
write anything else. I don’t diddle. J 
don't wait. If nothing comes in, I go on 
vacation! ‘Sweet! | don’t have to work 
today!’” he laughs. “I thought it was 
normal; that everyone heard music in 
their head—not music you wrote, but 
music that needs to be written. I'm 
sure it is like that for a lot of musicians. 
You learn to live with it like some kind 
of condition.” 
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ON THE COVER 


AFTER THE DELUGE, the reckoning—the 


band wrapped a new record, Missiles, 
which is indeed “sprawling and crawl- 
ing,” capped by an 11-minute power- 
fully building hymn that encompasses 
everything from saxophone to a chil- 
dren’s choir. Missiles is magnificently 
and unapologetically huge in every 
way, including its themes of existen- 
tial struggle, the nature of justice and 
why we are the people we are, with 
the lives and weaknesses we have. 
It's nothing if not epic, and its sweep 
enormous, musically and lygically. 

“What wound up happening with 
Missiles, after the whole Gang of 
Losers period ultimately led to com- 
plete breakup and breakdown of 
band, was it contains an enormous 
amount of ‘exhalation’—relief and 
calm and recuperation,” Lightburn 
says. “Like a hospital stay; rehabilita- 
tion, shutting everything down.” 

The record is meticulously struc- 
tured, dense with sound. “When we 
ask people to listen to it, we ask them 
to shut everything down, soak in it 
like a bath.” 

Part of Lightburn’s request is emo- 
tional, but he’s also hoping to impart 
that sense of labour to listeners. “It 
was kind of experimental in its 


process. There are literally sounds or 
here that took half a day to make 
Hardly anybody really appreciates thal 
anymore. Connoisseurs do. | love a 
good pop song; I love the craft of it, 
but this, as much as we hope every 
one ‘gets’ this, we know not everyone 
will. We will not be on the cover 0! 
Rolling Stone. Radio won't get behind 
it. I hope that over the years, as they 
pass and music still exists and the 
Dears are all ash or at the bottom of 
the sea or whatever, I hope it will 
stand out to someone, somewhere. ! 
hope that someone will get something 
out of it somehow.” 

Lightburn stops himself. “Tha' 
sounds corny, or too big, but thal’s 
what the Dears are. All that shit is toc 
heavy for the grave—like how peop!¢ 
keep calling us indie rock, and it’s 
boring, brutal and lame to be in the! 
shitbin. The idea of the Dears now— 
and I learned over the whole bad peri- 
od kind of what it was—it’s less of 4 
fucking rock band feeding on hype '° 
survive and more of an institution 4 
The quest of the Dears: BE DEAR 
You can never truly be Dears, but the 
quest is what the Dears is.” 

He chuckles again. “I can only 
hope." v 


CAROLYN MIKODYM / caralyn@vueweekdy.com 


‘ou're bored and tired. 
it’s plain to see that 
there have been too 


many bored boys behind 
synths and too many hand- 
claps. Yes, and there have 
been too many years of ironic 
and cynical apologies. 
put with new releases by 
the likes of AC/DC and GN’ R, 
there is something else in the 
air. That hair-raising static 
electricity is something the 
UK's DragonForce has been 
whipping up for some time, of 
course. its duo of shredding 
guitars, its bombastic drums 
and its pounding keys will 
take you somewhere you 
might not have realized you 
needed to go if it wasn’t for the band’s 
“through the Fire and Flames” track 
on Guitar Hero Il some time ago: 

Sure, the power metal six-piece has- 
n't re-invented the wheel in its near- 
decade-long existence, but there is still 
something refreshing about the band’s 
unapologetic approach to its music. 

DragonForce isn’t trying to curry 
any favours with anybody but its 
growing fanbase. Tracks on the 
band’s albums—the fourth, Ultra Beat- 
down, was released at the end of 
August—are routinely long, layered 
and run at turbo speed, Does the band 
feel any pressure to conform? 

“Not really,” axeman Herman Li 
says over the phone from a tour stop 
in Québec. “To be honest, we always 
fy to have new ideas to make us bet- 

than what we're used to hearing.” 

Part of that formula includes having 
a show become a night to remember: 
switching up entrances, onstage 
trampolines, instrument swapping 
and tongued guitar licks. Oh, and hair. 
ots and lots of hair. 

Guitarists Li and Sam Totman just 


MON, DEC 15 (6 PM) 


bd 

—) 

= | DRAGONFORCE 

cece | WITHTURISAS, POWERGLOVE 
| EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, $35 


want to play freaking fast and furious, 
and the band wants its audience to 
have a blast watching them do it 


DESPITE THE FUN ana stage games, the 


sex-drugs-and-rock-'n’-roll image that 
might attach itself to DragonForce, there 
is no denying that Li is still a bit of a gui- 


JCL CBRENTOLIVER BOP & JCLPRESENTS: | 


PRODUCTIONS 


tar nerd. He picked up the 
instrument as a teenager and 
just couldn't stop honing his 
axemanship. A self-pro- 
fessed control freak, Li takes 
his role as a purveyor of 
power rock seriously. 

He and Totman are said 
to record their complex 
dueling guitar parts 
dozens of times before 
being satisfied with how 
they sound, and the band 
records in Li's home stu- 
dio so that it can take ail 
the time it needs 

And when Ibanez 
approached Li about 
designing a signature gui 
tar, it was another task he 
didn’t take lightly. 

“It took almost three years, to be 
honest. You try something, it does 
n't work, you try something else 
you can’t really say, ‘Well, I’m 
going to design something and it 
works immediately and here you 
go, hurray,’” Li explains. “We 
thought it wasn’t even going to 
come out, because | wasn't going 
to let little details go 

“It’s cool that the one that | play is 
exactly like the one that people get,” 
he adds. "The only difference is that it 
came from a different tree.” v 
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LIVE VIDEO GAME CONCERT 


JANUARY 9TH 
~ 2009 


Pre-Show 


inclu Pre-Christnas Sale! 


10% OFF & 


All Tickets purchased 
. through TicketMaster! 


NORTHERN ALBERTA JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, JA 
AVENUE, EOMONTON ALBERTA. PR’ 


ARY 9, 2009 - 8PM 
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A BROOK 
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a 
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10551-S2 Avenue {Up 


stairs! } 


730-432-5053 


SATURDAY DEC 13 


THE FIRE SEEDS 


CD RELEASE PARTY 


THURSDAY. DECEMBER ISTH 


SICK CITY. 


THE 
PHI 


HOT BUSINESS 
NEEKEND KIDS 


S500 BEFORE 10:00PM 


trosthill 


Sia o0 oF 


FRIDAY DEC 12 


cw HRELEAS 


SATURDAY. DECEMBER.13TH 


< 


TT TARURRATARRS 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 31 © NEW YEARS EVE WITH... 


LES TABERNACLES 


ITEY HOUSTON & COFFIN SHIPS 


Cassidy 


CHASING JONES Se LETTERS T0 ELISE 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TD 780.425.2889 
‘Of E-MAIL GLENYS AT 


LUSTINGSEOVURWEEXICCOM 
OEADUNE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Lindsay Jane, 
Charlie A’Court (singer-songwriters); 
$20/815 

BLUES ON WHYTE Sonny Rhodes 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Opsn 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 6- 
10pm 

DRUID Guitar heroes 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band Spm 

DV8 Open mic Thursdays 

ECO CAFE-VILLAGE AT PIGEON 
LAKE Open Mic Nights 1st and 3rd 
Thu every month; 6:30-8:30pm; open- 
mic@deadmansdog.com 

EDDIE SHORTS Open stage 
Thursday hasted by Kieks and Thrill 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open Jam; 
8:30pm 


RULBEAT'S Michae! Rault; 8pm: $10 
(door} 
HYDEAWAY All Ages Art Space: Mr 


E Productions presents: Oh Generics, 
Miceli, Lions For Sheep, City of Sails; 
8pm 


IVORY CLUB Duane Steele (country), 
Misty Loe Disen and Alicia Tait: 8pm 
(door) 

JAMMERS PUB Thirsday opemjam; 
7-lipm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 
Candlelight Christmas: The McDades; 
7.30-9;30pm; tickets at 780.496.2925 


LB'S PUB Open jam with Ken 
Skoreyko; Spm 


LIVE WIRE BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage Thursdays with Gary Thomas 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


URBAN LOUNGE Take This Day, w/ 
quests 


WILD WEST SALOON Trick Ryder 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip 
hop, lounge, eleetro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on three levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBatryDaddy 


FILTHY MeMASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Nioft out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 
GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allout 
‘DJs DJ Degree, Junior Brown: 


WAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Spm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breéaks with DJ 
Krazy K, hardstyle/techno with OJ 
Decha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo at 
9:30pm followed by Electroshock 
Therapy with Dervish Nazz Nomad 
and Plan 6 (electro, retro) 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DU to follow 


OVERTIME SOUTH Retro to New: 
Classic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee: S9pm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit it 


48 


WV, 


VEWEEKLY DEC 11-DEC 17,2008 


MUSIC 


Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
with Pl residents 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Metal Thurzday 
with org666 


‘STARLITE ROOM Music 1st and The 
Techno Hippy Crew: Bassnectar, Kush 
Arora, Shamik and quests; 8pm 


SUEDE LOUNGE Smooth Soulful 
House with OJ Nic-€ very Thursday 


‘TEMPLE Tainted Thursdays: Electro 
Pop, Indie Rock and Roll 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Terry McDade and 
The McDades celabrate The Spirit of 
Christmas; 7:30pm; sold out 


ARTERY Pop Echo Records’ 4th 
anniversary featuring Whitsundays, 
Famines. Kasmischer, Between bands 
DJs Travy D and G Spot; 8pm (door) 


ANGS CAFE Brent Schaite) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE The Nuked Blues 
Revue; $15/$10 


BLUES ON WHYTE Sonny Rhodes 


BRIXX BAR Death Toll Rising. 
Kataplexis, and Exit Strategy (CD. 
release); 9pm (door); $10 (door) 


CARROT Live music Fridays: Mike 
McDonald: all ages; 7:30-9:30pm; $5 
{door} 


CASINO EDMONTON Souled Out 
(pop/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Colleen Rae 
and Comerstone (country rock) 


DUKE OF AGYLL PUB Todd 
Reynolds; 8:20pm 


DV8 TAVERN Live music every Fri; 
‘Spmrc $5; this week, Dec 12: Fleeting 
Arms, A Fist Full of Nice, Vox Humana 


FESTIAL PLACE A Jotin Berry 
Christmas (country); 7:30pm; $30-$34 
at Festival Place box office 


FRESH START CAFE Live music 
Fridays: Vinyl Contrast with Matt 
Drake; 6-Spm; $5 


GIBBONS HOTEL Mr. Lucky 
(blues/roots}, 9:30pm-1:30am; no 
cover 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Dari 
Matthews and Lynatt MoKell; 6pm. 


HILLTOP PUB The Hardline Blues 
Band: 10pm-Zam, no cover 


HULBERTS Heather Blush; 8pm; $10 
{door} 


IRISH CLUB Jam session; Spm; no 
cover 


IVORY CLUB Dueling piano show 
with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany and Erik 
and guests 

JEXYLL AMD HYDE (PUB) Every 
Friday; Headwind (classic pop/rock); 
‘Spm; no cover 


JET MIGHTELUB Tha Amigos 


(NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Lummox, Balls Out Face First: pay 
what you will; Spm 


NEW CITY Sick 8 (hard industrial 
with DU Dervish}; Spm: $5 


ON THE ROCKS Go! with DY 
Shawnibis 


OSCARS PUB Dwayne Cannan 
(blues, 50s/60s, roots, originals) 


PALACE CASINO (WEM) Standing 
loom 


PAW SHOP U of A Med Presents: 
Cassidy (CO release party), Chasing 
Jones, Lattors to Elise 


ROBERTSON WESLEY UNITED 
CHURCH Tom Jackson's Singing For 
Supper: Tom Jackson, Beverly 
Mahood, Amanda Stott, Robertson 
Wesley Ringers; 5:30pm (door), 
‘60pm (music): $20 at TicketMaster, 
Edmonton's Food Bank 780.425.2133 


‘ST. THOMAS CAFE The Onesfives 
(blves/roots) 7:30-9:30pm 


STARLITE ROOM Local Showcase 
with Radio For Help, One Day Late, 
Acronycal and The Weekend Kids; 
Spm (door): $10 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Lino of Sight 
WILD WEST SALOON Trick Ryder 


WINSPEAR CENTRE A Jazzy 
Christmas: River City Big Band, foe 
turing vocalist Shelley Jones: 8pm: 
$35 at Winspear bax office 


YAADBIRD SUITE Edmonton Jazz 
Society: Nellie Travis with the Jimmy 
Guiboche Band; Spm 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Tribute cele- 


brating Gerhard Krapt: Michael 
Kurechat (baritone), Mamie 
Giesbrecht, Jacobus Kloppers, Gerhitd 
Drapf, Eileen Rayeroft (organ), 
Joachim Segget (piano): 8pm; free 


McDOUGALL CHURCH Songs 

the Manger: Cantilon Choirs: 
Kindersingers, Primary Choirand | 
Children’s Choir, 7:30pm; $17/312 
(student) at TIX on the Square, 
www.cantilonchoirs.ca 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 


Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WALD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Fridsy 
‘Dus spin Wooftop and Main Floor: 
Eclectic jams with Nevine=indie, soul, 
Motown, new wave, electro; 
Undardog: Perverted Fridays; Punk 
‘and Ska from the ‘60s ‘70s and “BOs 
with Fathead 


BOOTS Ratro Disco; retro dance 


Request with a mix of Retro and 
Disco; 7-10:30pm, www.sparts- 
world.ca 

STOLU'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 

‘TEMPLE 7.G.| Psydays. with Kevin 
Partridge, Pollux. Wav Occupation, 
guests; 9pm avery 2nd Friday; next 
Dec 19 


'WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Dr. Draw Holiday 


ARTERY Rock 'n' Roll and Guerrilla 
Boutique (night market); 8pm-12am_ 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Aair of 
the Dog’ live acoustic music every 
Saturday afternoon; this weak Bill 
Bourne; 4-fipm; no cover 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE The Annual Rault 
Family Christmas Show; $15/$10 


PREVUE / WED, DEC 17 (7 PM) / F + M CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISER 
FOR THE REE"START PROGRAM / O'BYRNE'S 

Lemme tell you something, when F + M is involved, it’s more 
like a FUN raiser. Get it? I'm here all week. 


BUDDY'S We ras ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 


CHROME LOUNGE Platinum VIP 
Fridays 


EMPIRE BALLROOM flock. hip hop, 
house, mash up; no minors 


ESMERELDA'S Ezzies Freakin Frenzy 
Fridays: Playing the best in country 
FUNKY 


BUDDHA (WHYTE 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock. new 
wave, Brit pop, and '60s soul with DJ 
Blue Jey, DJ Travy D; no cover before: 
10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


(GINGUR Ladies Room: with Bomb 
Squad, DJ QB the Teacher 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday. 
Breokbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


MEWICASTLE PUB House dance 
iwi) DID 

(NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE DJ 
Anarchy Adam (Punk) 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH fetro to New: classic 
rock, ASB, urban and danos with OJ 
Mikes: Spm-2am: no cover 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB Tho first bar for 
‘the queer community to open in a 
decade with DJ's Alex Brown and 
Eddie Toonflash: Spm (door); $5 
ww playnightchub.ca 


RED STAR Movin’ on Up Fridays: 
indie, roek. funk, soul, hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, BJ Mega Wattson 


ROUGE LOUNGE Solice Fridays 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
(LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison; 1-4:30gm_ 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 


BLUES ON WHYTE Saturday 
Aftemoon Jam Hosted ty Simmon 
Bennet; Evening: Sonny Rhodes 
CARROT Open mic Saturdays; 7:30- 
10pm; free 

CASINO EDMONTON Souled Out 
(pop/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Colleen Rae 
and Comerstone (country rock) 


DUKE OF AGYLL PUB Todd 
Reynolds; 8:30pm. 

‘OVS TAVERN Live music every Sat; 
Spm; $5 


EARLY STAGE SALOON-STONY 
PLAIN Saturday Live Music 


EDDIE SHORTS Open stage with 
Glynn Jager 

FESTIVAL PLACE Dani An Irish 
Christmas; 7:30pm; $30-$36 

FILTHY McHASTY'S Open stage 
Saturdays hosted by The Love Shove 
and quests; 1pm (door), 2-6pmn (show) 
GIBBONS HOTEL Mr. Lucky 
(blves/roots): :30pm-1:30am; no. 
cover 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Hob Heath 
(folk/coontry}; 8pm 

HILLTOP PUB Open Stage/mic host- 
ed by Sally's Krockers; 3pm 
HULBERT'S Joe Nolan; Spm $10 
{door} 

IVORY CLUB Dueling piano show 
with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany and Erik 
and guests 

JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 
3-7:30pm; country/rock band Spm- 
Zam 

JEFFREYS Roland Majeao; $15 


(JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
{classic pop/rock); Spm; no cover 


JET NIGHTCLUB lilscarlett: 7pm 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 
Candlelight Christmas: The McDades: 
7,30-9:30pm tickets at 780.496.2925 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


LB'S PUB Molsons Saturday ope, 
stage every Saturday afternoon hos: 
ed by Gord Macdonald; 4:30-9p,;, 
NEWCASTLE PUB Big Hank 
Lionheart and/A Fist Full of Blues (c 
Telease party): 8pm (door); $10 

ON THE ROCKS Go! with OJ Crs 
Deve 


OSCARS PUB Dwayne Cannan 
(blues, 505/605, roots, originals) 
PALACE CASINO (WEM) Stan) 
Room 


PAWN SHOP The Fireseeds (co 
Telease), guests: Spm; free befor: 
10pm 


STARLITE ROOM Compromise 
Reunion Show with Minority, 
Savannah, E-Town Beatdown and | 
¥s War, Spm (door); $12 (adv) at 
Listen, Blackbyrd, FS (WEM), CO p 
Megatunes 


URBAN LOUNGE Line of Sight 
WILD WEST SALOON Trick yc 


YARDBIAD SUITE Edmonton Jaz 
Sociaty: Nellie Travis with the Jims 
Guiboche Band; 9pm 


CLASSICAL 


DOW CENTENNIAL 
CENTRE-SHELL THEATRE Yulctic 
Brass: The Mill Creek Colliery Band 
F30pm; $17/$13 (student/senior) «1 
door or the Dow Centre box offi 
780.992 6400 


ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT 
(CENTRE Jubiloso! Bells of 
Concordia; 7:30pm; $10 (adult 
{studen/senios) at TIX on the 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with OJ 
Soundwave 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Satis) 
‘DJs on three levels. Main Floor 
Menace Sessions: alt 
fock/electro/trash with Miss 
Mannered 


BRIX BAR Stomp with GOMP with 
Weas3L, Opaque, Mr Wedge and V 
Pinkon; Spm. 

BUDDY'S Undie night for men only 
tree pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock. hip / 
house, mash up 

ESMERALDA'S Super Parties: £ 
Sat a different theme 


FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone 
Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen 8 and 
DJ Kwake 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 

‘GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturday 


HALD For Those Who Know: house 
every Sat with DU Junior Brown, Lute 
Morrison, Nestor Delano, Ari fihos: 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturdsy 
DJ Groovy Cuvy and guests 


NEWCASTLE PUB Top 40. reque: 

with DI Sheri 

NEW CITY LIKWAID LOUNGE Puri 
Rawk Saturdays with Todd arid Ale 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Satwiizys 
‘Suck with Greg Gory and BlueJ2y 


INDIGO-JASPER 
AMEMUE Suggestive Saturdays 
breaks electro house with Pi residen' 
RED STAR Saturdays india rock. hip 
hop, and electro with OJ Hot Philly 
and guests 
RENDEZVOUS Survive! meta) rh! 
‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DESCO Sportsworld Inline and Rolie: 
‘Skating Disco: Top 40 Request with 8 
mix of retro aind disco; 1-4:30pm ood 
7-10:30pm; www.sports-work.co 
STOLLIS ON WHYTE Top 40, A&t 
house with People’s DJ 
‘SUEDE LOUNGE The Finest 
Underground House with DJ Nic 
every Saturday 
‘TEMPLE 0h Snap! Every Saturday 
Degree, Dj Battery, Cobra Commas 
‘and guests: Spm; $5 (door) 
‘WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and !o: 
bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Release Saturday 


bad-indh saa M4 Ag cgene 


aA 
= | Baden 


the Canadian version, 


Gift Guide 2008. 


Jonas Brothers album f 
Stadium for mom and dai 
on the list. 


Music” option. Click on 


Better yet, you can 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jim Findlay Trio 
(jane standards, originals} jexz 
brunch 

BLUE PEAR RESTAURANT Doug 
Bemer (trumpet/bess) 

BLUES ON WHYTE The Stone 
Merchants: Spm 

EDDIE SHORTS Live music open 
stage jam, 7pm; no cover 
DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB Celtic 
Music Session, hosted by Keri-Lynne 
2vocker, 47pm 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Souljah Fyah 
Sundays: 8pm: $10 (doorl/$S (stu- 


OK, head on over to the iTunes Store— 
you will find a link to Apple’s own Holiday 


Really, it reads no different than a CD 
or DVD gift-buying guide; it suggests a 


your list, maybe the Clash’s Live at Shea 
son three of Dora the Explorer for the kids 
The virtual store now has a “Gift this 
the music, then give Apple the email link 
of the person to whom you want to send 


the gift song, album, movie or TV series. 


playlist of different songs from different 


of course—and 


or the tween on 


d or the full sea- 


the link, pay for 


make a custom 


hard to tie a bow on an email 
ENTER SANDOR artists, then gift the whole schwack of 
| a Music to a special someone. For the quys 
‘SANDOR who used to make mix tapes to impress 
Girls or to try and win back the one who got 
away, here's the chance to stalk them over 
email! Make a list of sappy songs, pay the 
money and, voila! Instant creepiness! 
Since the virtual store launched, we 
are regularly seeing its sales spike at 
. Christmas. Last year, Apple reported that 
20 million songs were sold on Christmas 
Day, as users flocked to fill up the iPods 
that were underneath their trees or used 
the gift cards that were in their stock- 
ings. In 2006, users to the iTunes site 
used more than 1100 per cent more 
bandwidth on Christmas Day than during 
a normal 24-hour period, reported Sand- 
vine Inc, a broadband network manage- 
ment company. 
The ability to send songs, albums, 
videos or playlists as gifts—rather than 
gift cards—allows the givers to present 
something more personalized than a card. 


Candlelight Christmas: The 
McDaves; 7:30-9:30pm; tickets at 
780 495.2925 


LOOP LOUNGE Jam hosted by JJ, 
Lenny 8 and the Cats: 4:30pm ‘til 
whenever 


NEWCASTLE PUB Acoustic open 
stage with Willy James and 
Crawdad; 3-6pm 


NEW CITY Sunday open mic hosted 
by Ben Disastoer; Spm (sign-up); no 
caver 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Get Down 
Sundays with Neighbourhood Rats 


O'BYRNE'S Open mic jam with 
Rab Angus {the Wheat Pool) 


ON THE ROCKS Shocker Sundays 
with King Mustafa 


OSCAR'S PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor, 8-11 pm 


(QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL A Not 
‘So Sifent Night!: The CHICKAdivas (s 
cappella}: 7pm; $18 (adult sdvi/$15 
{senior/student adv) at TIX on the 
Square; $23 {adult, door//$20 {sen- 
ior/student door} 


YARDBIRD SUITE Alfie Zappacosta, 
Sandra Dominelli, Rhonda Withnell; 
Tom: fundraiser for the Christmas 
Bureay of Edmonton 


CLASSICAL 


BUT, HOW WOULD you fee! receiving 
music that goes right to (Tunes? When it 
comes to Christmas, | am old fashioned. 
My family still keeps up the old Hungari- 
an tradition of opening presents and hav- 
ing the big feast on Christmas Eve 
(Christmas Day is for sleeping in.) And, as 


my late father once said, the fact that 
someone went to the trouble of finding 
you a gift was a wonderful thing. But 
that’s the rub; gift-buying isn’t meant to 
be convenient—it should be treated as a 
Christmas tradition unto itself. 

OK, call me a Luddite, but there's 
something special about receiving music 
that comes in a package. | love the idea 
of the box sets that come out for the 
Christmas season, with loads of artwork, 
lyrics and extras. Call me an un-green 
paper waster, but being able to open a 
present is a Christmas treat 

Of course, there is the basic argument 
that CDs and vinyl simply sound much, 
much better than compressed digital files. 

But, damn it, in the end, | see some- 
thing awfully lazy about getting a Christ- 


mas present of songs via email. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chief 
of Vue Weekly, now an editor and author 
living in Toronto. 


WUNDERBAR Sundays 0J Gallatea 
and XS, quests; no cover 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Yuletide Brass: The Mill Creek 
Colliery Band; 3pm; $17/$13 (stu- 
dent/senior) at door, of TIX on the 
Square 

WINSPEAR CENTRE A Pro Coro 
Christmas: Richard Sparks (conduc- 


tor); 2pm; $29-$45 at Winspear box 
ioffice, 780.428.1414 


DJS 


Industry Night: with Atomic Improv, 
Jamsoki and DJ Tim 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Aftemoons: Phil, 2-7pm; Main oor. 
Got To Give It Up: Funk, Soul, 
Motown, Disco with DJ Red Down 
BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop: Rudy Electro: 10pm- 
2:30am: guest DJs inquire at 
kelly@michetti.com 

GINGUA Ladies Industry Sundays 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Get Down 
Sundays with Neighbourhood Rats 


OVERTIME DOWNTOWN Sunday 
Industry Night: Requests with OJ Bo 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARTERY The Maggie Tree's 
Christmas Party Fundraiser: fabulous 
music, silent auction, cookie bake 
Tp; $10 {doar} 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sleeman 


Mondays: live music monthly; no 
cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE Fis! Full of 
Blues 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Dragontorca, Turistas, Powerglove 
ail ages event, Gpm (door): tickets at 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, FS (WEM), 
TickotMaster 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Jaz Nits 
8:30pm 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 


HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fuidle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 


Old Tyme Fiddlers Society, 7pm 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE The 
Legendary Rose Bow! Monday Jarn 
hosted by Sherry-Lee Wisor/Mike 
MeDonald (alternating, Spm-12am 


'WINSPEAR CENTRE fits 
MacNeil's Christmas; 7pm: $59 at 
Winspear box office 


DIS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Monday 
Service Industry Night; no minors; 
Som-2am. 


BLACK D0G FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Eclectic Nonsense 
Confederacy of Don 
Hookah and Rear Adi 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Huy 

Electro latest and greatest in H 

Progressive and Trip-Hop: 12am- 

2:20am; interested auest DJs inquire 

at kaliy@micherti com; karaoke with 
a strip contest, Spm- 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with OJ SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


Daniel and Fowles (ecleetic tunes) 


THURS//DEC11 


Se a aaa 


WED//DEC17) JEFF ST 


Dec 24 and 25 


‘Ave, 780-758-9856 * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704 Calgary Trail South, 780 
432-4611 * AXIS 10349 Jasper Ave, 780-990-0031 » BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324482 Ave 
twirs, 780-436-4418 * BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 we Ave, 780-420-9098 » BAR WILD 10552 
Ave, 780-432-0814 » BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 780-484-7751 * 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10.425-52 Ave, 780-439-1082 « BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anno Street, St 3 
Albert, 780-418-6332 « BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780-989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 
Ave, 780-439-3981 * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 780-423-5014 * BRIXX BAR 10090-102 St (downstairs) 


780-428-1099 * BROOKLYN'S LOUNGE 9216-34 Ave = BUDDY’S 117258 J ur Ave, 780-488-6636 * 


CAMROSE RESORT CASINO 3201-48 Ave, Camrose * CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Arayll Rd, 780- 
463-9467 « CASING YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St 780-424-9467 * CENTRE FOR SPIRITUAL LIVING 
7621-101 Ave * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 202) Millbourne Rd. West. 780-462-6565 * CHROME 


* ARTERY 9535 Jas) 


NO MINORS 10544 82 AVE DOORS AT B PM 780-437-7699 


LOUNGE 132 Ave, Victoria Trail ¢ CUFF'S PUB 8214-175 St * CLUB 9 10324-82 Ave « CONVOCATION 


WHERE THEY ARE 


CHAMPAGNE & PARTY FAVOURS 


WWW.URBANLOUNGE.NET 


AT TIOKETMASTER AND THE URBAN LOUNGE S35) 


483-SHOW « EMPIRE 


3378, 780-464-2852 * FIDDLER'S ROOST ag 
0700 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 780-426-4767 » FOX 10125-109 St, 760-990-0680 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sa, 780-432, 
IDDHA 10241-82 Ave, 780-433-9676 » GAS PUMP 1016-114 St, 780-488-4841 * GIBBONS HOTEL 5010-50 Ave, Gibbons, 78: 
240) « GINGUR SKY 15505-1186 Ave, 780-913-4312/780-953-4606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 780-423-HALO * HAT (SILK HAT) 10251 Jasper Ay 
CLUB 15120A (basement), Stony Plain Rd, 780-756-6010 * HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH 10037-24 Ave, basement « HILLTOP 
7359 * HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Road, Spruce Grove, 780-962-6995 * HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 780-452 
AGES 


Boo YLL AND HYDE PUB and RESTAURANT Riverview Inn, 10209-100 Bye, 7a eee oe LO rt (rest) * JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE 10045- 
St* JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave. 780-732 ° B® L. 
Akins br st risky Heed a100 « LEGENDS POI 6104-172 S¢ 780-481-2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 780-447-4495 « LIVE _ 
WIRE BAR AND GRILL 1107 Knotwood Rd. East » LOOP LOUNGE 367 St Albert Rd, St Albert. 720-460-1122 * MACLAB CENTRE-LEDUC 430250 St 
NITED CHURCH 10025-101 St * MURRIETA'S 10612-82 Ave » MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE Stuuderits| Union Sida, £900 114 
of A * NEW CITY 10081 Jasper Ave, 780-413-4578 « NIKKI DIAMONDS 8130 Gateway Blvd, 780-439-8006 + NORTH GLENORA HA! z 
109A Ave. aS OIEYENE! 10616-82 Ave, 780-414-6766 * ON THE ROCKS 11730 Jasper ‘Ave, 780-492-4767 * OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104 
ios st 7 * E DOWNTOWN 10304-111 St, 780-423-1643 * ; 
PAWN SHOP 1051-82 Ave, Upstairs, 780-432-0814 * PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVE 11607 Jasper Ava * PLANET 
A * PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St » QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave * RED STAR 10598 Jasper Aye, 780-428-0825 * 
PUB 10108-149 St © RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624-74 Ave, 780-429-2442 » ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10209-125 St 
. TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE, Concordia College. 73 St, South of 112 Ave * ee E ton at7 St 7e0-482.5255 . 
SCHOOL 10135-96 Ave + SALISBUI ge Fos oie 


esents 
obaeaeae 


2 AVE ¢ PH 


Jager Shots 
ALL NIGHT! 


INGE-COLLEGE PLAZA 

0448 * STRATHERN PUB O51 87 St, 465-5478 « TAPHOUSE gaan McKenny Ava, St. Albert, 780-458-0860 « TO! 
780-452- URBAN LOU! -82 Ave, 780-437- 

8120-101 e pares TR WRECKS. popesrno st s Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 780-934-3256, www.yafterhours.com * YESTERDAYS PUB 
112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert, 780-459-0295 


ALL NIGHT! 
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TRIBUTE 


BLUSHING BRIDES 


Pus THE RUM BROTHERS 


FEATURING 
“yay SAWYER 


THE | FRISH 


DECENDENTS 
THE LEGENDARY 


Platters 
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Ted Outerbridge 
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CENTURY CASINO 
_ ALL. SHOWS DOORS AT 2PM 


Loops on a loop 


Electro rap is nothing new 


BACKLASH BLUES 


AOLAND PEMBERTON 


o& 
(7) 
— 
= roland @vueweekly.com 


When all is said and done and the histori- 
ans have closed the book on this decade to 
make way for the box sets (“do you 
remember Stellastarr*? Hot Hot Heat?”), 
2008 may very well be pegged as the year 
when electro really hit its stride in the 
mainstream. Aside from car commercials 
adopting buzz-saw synth soundtracks and 
the top acts making anticipated tour docu- 
mentaries, the most glaring case for this is 
in the world of rap. Perhaps it’s just a 
game of follow the leader (Kanye is defi- 
nitely a trendsetter in this regard), but peo- 
ple are suddenly embracing a side of 
music that would've been seen as shame- 
ful in the community 10 years ago. 

A good example is Kid Cudi. His song 
“Day N Nite” and its related remixes were 
huge this year on the European club circuit, 
with its minimalist, gated beat and melodic 


sing-song raps. So huge, in fact, that Diplo- 
mats member Jim Jones was inspired to 
make his own version of the track, with his 
own semi-professional music video. This is 
a guy who once made his money on rugged 
street tracks in the name of drug corner 
supremacy and here he is, suddenly amped 
to make a plaintive pseudo-cover of a rap 
ballad about being a lonely stoner. He’s 
since dropped shockingly referential raps on 
a bootleg remix of MGMT's “Electric Feel.” 

“Bounce” by MSTRKRFT features 
vocals from both Noreaga of Capone N 
Noreaga and Isis from Thunderheist. 
Noreaga exclaims, "We're takin’ them 
overseas with this one!” implying a cer- 
tain knowledge of club music popularity. 
The fact is, rappers go to dance clubs 
more than ever now, absorbing the music 
there and in some cases, realizing the 
inherent crossover potential. 


HOWEVER, THE SEARCH for a nouveau 
electro hit doesn't work every time. 
Will.i.am, being a generally uncreative 
guy, tried to take a go at the Kanye rou- 


tine in a more literal sense when he say, 
pled “Around The World” by Daft Py,; 
without asking them. He figured he'd ea 
ily be able to get it cleared, but the so, 
sucked so much, they didn’t even wan, 
the money for it. They denied his reques 
He filmed a video for it and everything! 

Common’s newest album is called [p, 
versal Mind Control. Other than being , 
generally disappointing rehash of his ow 
Electric Circus for a new, electro- friendly 
market, the title track and single is a son 19 
that directly borrows from Afrika Bambar 
aa’s hip-hop classic, “Planet Rock.” Th; 
song is composed of interpolations , 
Kraftwerk’s “Trans Europe Express” ang 
“Numbers.” Doesn't that sound familiar? 
The formula that practically invented rap 3 
@ modern art form is still being used today 
and some people don't notice the similarity 

Where these concepts bridge might be 
on the single for “Into the Galaxy” by 
Australia’s Midnight Juggernauts. As js 
common practice with recent Modulay 
feleases, there are many, many remixe 
available for this song, but none mor. 
eye-raising the Grandmaster Flash vey 
sion. The mix is raucous, rolling and very 
live sounding, a frantic take on the nearly 
stale electro fodder of modern times. |i 
plays like a response to the current musi 
climate. While everyone else is mining 
the past, the originator blazes on. w 


REVUE / SAT, DEC 6 / 
JERRY JERRY AND THE 
BELLAMY HILLBILLIES / 
NEW CITY 


dd read 
v at 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


dam with Alinia Tait and Rickey 
Sidecar; 8pm 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE A Flicker of 
Light on a Christmas Night (A Family 
Christmas concert): Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, Platypus 
Theatre, Dan Warren (conductor); 


BLUES ON WHYTE Fist Full of 
Blues 


DAUID (JASPER AVENUE) Opan 
Stage with Chris Wynters 

HAT (SILK HAT) Breery Brian Gregg 
(solo, blues); 30pm: no cover 

LB’S PUB Ammars Moosehead 
Tuesday open stage every Tuesday 
night: Som-tam; featuring quest Stan 
Hitchcock. hosted by Mark Ammar 
and Noel [Big Cat) Mackenzie 
OBYRNE'S Caltic Jam with 
Shannon Johnson and friands 
SECOND CUP-124 STREET Open 
mic avery Tue; 8-10pm 

SECOND CUP STANLEY MILNER 
UBRARY Open mic every Tue; 7 
Som 


‘SIDELINERS PUB Tuesday All Star 


DIS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 


Floor: CASR's Eddie Lunctpail 
Wooltop: Dub at The Dog with OJ 
Degree 


BUDDY'S Free poo! and tourney, DU 
Arrowchaser. 9pm 


ESMERALDA'S fistro every Tue, no 


cover with student ID 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance lessons 
B-10pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays 
Reggae music; no cover 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE DJ 
Wlan Cadaver (‘abilly. ghoul-rack, 
spoxiky) 


RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 


Indie Rock, Hip Hop, Electro with DJ Kenny Bupors day with OU 
Hot Phill Hump 
pepe * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic Sean 

PUAN Bee FUIID LOUNGE Wednosd3y 

aps PLEASANTVIEW. 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular ss COMBIUNITY This 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong HALL Christmas Jam/Party, 6- ; 4 
7:30pm; $10 (member V$15 (nan- FOX Wind-up Wednesdays: Nat 


Retro Night; 7-10:30pm; www.sports- 


world.ca 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Glitter Gulch Wednesdays: live 
music once 3 month 


BLUES ON WHYTE fist Full of 
Blues 

DOCKS Andrew Pahi (pop/rock: 
8pm, $5 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open Stage 
with Ido; 8:30pm, free 


HOOUGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hasted by Rock ‘n’ Roll 


member), proceeds to Win House 
and the Salvation Army. Advanced 
tickets are required, contact Paul 
Hnytka at plhyntka@shaw.ca 


‘SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Jingle Bell Rock 2008: Metric, Tokyo 
Police Club; 7pm; tickets at 
TicketMaster 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic 
(acoustic) every Wed 


TEMPLE \Vi\id Style Wednesday: 
Live hip hop, every Wed: $5 


WILD WEST SALOON Shila Marie 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 


Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smooy 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Wodnestiay 
Nights; with DW Harley 


BLACK D0G FREEHOUSE Main 
Floan RetroActive Radio: Alternative 
‘80s and ‘90s, Post Punk, New Wave, 
Garage, Brit. Mod, Rock and Rall 
with LL Cool Joe 


of 


WALES VAVIBIEKINY 


DERa)k <DEC:A7. 2008); 


MUSIC 


hiphop, reqgae, old skoo!, 1 
with InVineeable, Touch It, week’ 
quest DJs 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/Aat 

QU Spincyele 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Roxxi Slade (indie, punk and 1 


NEOG DIAMONDS Punk ond 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Guest Dis every 
Wednesday 

STARLITE ROOM Wild Sty! 
Wednesdays: Hip-Hop: Som 
STOLLI'S Beatparty Wednes: 
House, progressive and elect: 

with Rudy Electro, DJ Rystar 

Age and weekly guests, Spr 
wwewbeatparty net 

WUNDERBAR Wednesdays 
naw Du; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wedne 


NEW 
SMOOTHER TASTE BY DESIGN 


ACTIVATED CHARCOAL FILTER 
FOR A SUPER SMOOTH TASTE 


SMOOTH TASTE M8 FINE TASTE 


du MAURIER 


Cigarettes are highly addictive. 


La cigarette crée une tres 
forte dépendance. 
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DEN MUNRO / eden@vueweokly.com 
/ I: electronic music, but it’s defi- 


nitely not dance music,” Nik 
Kozub notes. “It's lots of atmos- 
eres and pulsing synths and drones 
nd stuff like that. And really long, 
ow builds. All based around the ana- 
ogue synthesizer world that we love.” 
Xozub is talking about Kosmische, 


ith collaborator Chris Shapka. The 
group's genesis can be traced back to 
echnology and sound, different but con- 
ected parts of that world of analogue 
thesizers. In his role as one-sixth of 
Shout Out Out Out Out, Kozub has found 
self developing an addiction of sorts. 
“For the past few years I've been 
‘ollecting analogue synths like a total 
lend for the Shout Out project,” he 
aughs. “Once you get into the ana- 
‘Ogue synth world it’s a slippery 
ope—you just keep looking for them, 
ou keep trying fo find the good deals 
and the weird old pieces.” 

t With a growing collection of syn- 
pesizers in his arsenal, it makes 
prise that Kozub would turn his ears 
artists using the same instruments 
Create music, and he reels off sev- 
&l, citing the likes of Tangerine 


€ new project that he’s engaged in © 
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REVUE / SUN, DEC 7 / META 
/ REXALL PLACE 7 


See more photos and read Gravy’s 
review at vueweekly.com. 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 19| 


THEOPERATORS LETS DANCE THEOLD WIVES 


3 smo nese = 


AGES E-TOWN BEATOOWN RAYGUN COWBOYS THEINTENSIVES 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 


FAL, DEE 12 


Lu 
= Ki 

co WITH THE FAMINES, THE WHITSUNDAYS 

Oe | THEARTERY $12 

Dream and Klaus Schulze as influ- 
ences for Kosmische. 

"This is all the stuff that these records 
were made on,” Kozub explains. “So 
when you're really into the synths and 
you hear music that’s being made 
entirely with these synths and pretty 
much nothing but, to me it felt natural, 
like, ‘Wow, we should do a project like 


this.’ And both myself and Chris are into 
stuff that just sort of pulses and drones 
for 15 minutes and you zone out and 
turn some knobs—it’s really fun.” 


FOR KOZUB, starting up a new group like 
this isn't the easiest thing to do, given that 
his work both with Shout Out Out Out Out 
and as a producer has resulted in a fairly 
tight schedule that he has to work with. 
“Time is always an issue with me, 
and Chris and I have been talking 
about starting this project for a lot 
longer than we've actually doing this 
project,” he chuckles. “Chris has also 
been busy—he works in the middle of 
the wilderness in the summer so he's 
not around, so this is something that 
has been conceptual for a long time 
and we finally went ahead and did it. 
“In terms of why we would make the 
time to do this, it’s like there are certain 
musical outlets that I want to explore, 
stuff that | listen to all the time, that 
wouldn't necessarily fit into the context 
of Shout Out Out Out,” he continues 
"Everyone in that band is into this kind 
of stuff as well, but we play dance music 
primarily and if we came out and did a 
15-minute drone-y synth track it proba- 
bly wouldn't win a lot of people over." w 
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SAVANNAH - E-TOWN BEATDOWN | THIS IS WAR 


MC’D BY SPECIAL GUEST LA SPARKA 
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THE STARLITE ROOM-10030-102 STREET | $12 | NO. MINGRS 


DOORS AT 9PM | AOVANCE TUX AVAILABLE AT LISTEN, BLACKBYAD, FARSIDE (WEN), CO PLUS {SH. PX} BNO NEGATURES 
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EARLY SHOW - Doors 


Sick City slides into Swift Current 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
‘ou know Sick City. The Win- 
Y nipeg-based band’s 2007 album 
Nightlife was well-received by 

the Warped Tour set, the group has 
been across the country about a bajil- 
lion times opening for the likes of 
bands as diverse as Comeback Kid and 
Papa Roach, and just before Christmas 
the band will be out again, braving the 
snow, sleet and ice to bring its guitar- 
charged rock across the Prairies. 

According to guitarist Dave 
Grabowski, the band hasn’t put that 
much thought into creating a followup 
to the successful first full-length 
because the members have been 
incredibly busy for the past couple of 
years, but there are a few things he'd 
like to see when they do set out to 
record it—he’s just not sure whether 
anyone else agrees with him yet. 

“With our first record we were 
happy with the way it sounded—it 
sounds really glossy and produced, 
but I think with this record we want it 
to be a little more rock. When we play 
live we get a lot of feedback from 
people that our record maybe sounds 
a little bit too clean compared to how 
we play live, so we're gonna try to be 
a little more gritty in the studio this 
time,” he says. “I dunno, though—I'm 
a guitar player so if you asked any- 
one else they might tell you entirely 
different things, but I'd like it to be a 
little more riffy and guitar driven.” 
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Lt | WED, DEC 18 (6:30 PM) 
=| SICK CITY 
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THAT BEING SAID, the band is focuséd 
right now on doing this tour, especial- 
ly because it’s not as if touring the 
Prairies in the middle of winter is the 
safest choice anyone could make— 
global warming or not. 

“This tour was supposed to be in 
November and just kept getting 
pushed back for different reasons and 
landed here. Yeah, we are pretty crazy 
for doing it but at the same time if we 
don’t go out right now we're not 
going to go out until spring. So it was 
kinda like, ‘Let's go out before it’s Jan- 
uary,’” Grabowski says. “So it’s kind of 
crazy but we'll see how it slides.” 

Uh ... speaking of sliding, touring in 
winter is something the boys in Sick 
City have, uh, experience with. 

“We were in Saskatchewan. The 
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THURSDAY APRIL 23° 
WINSPEAR CENTRE 


SHOW AT 7:30 PM 


TICKETS: $30 {PLUS SERVICE CHARGES} 


Tickets available at the Winspear Centre Box Office 


#4 Sir Winston Churchill Square 


Charge by phone 780-428-1414 or 1-800-563-5081 
Or online at www.winspearcentre.com 
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show got cancelled—it was a really 
weird story with a sketchy venue jn 
Lethbridge—but the show was can 

celled and what were we gonna do» 
Grabowski recounts. “So we decide 
to drive. So we're 15 minutes from 
where we were gonna stop for the 
night and we hit some black ice ang 
180d right into the ditch with the trai, 
er and everything and we were facing 
the wrong way when we entered q 
ditch and slid right in and stopped 
Luckily it was a shallow ditch because 
if it was a hard incline we would have 
flipped for sure and died. 

“And then we're sitting stranded if 
the middle of the ditch watchir 
semis roll by and slide on the s 
ice we hit, but luckily we drove ay 
he continues. “And we didn’t 
miss a show because we had the day 
off and Swift Current is apparent! 
trailer capital of Canada. There 
all these trailer stores and par 
around so they had it fixed in one day 
and we were on our way.” V 
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VYCH / maria@vueweokly.com 
9 Canada’s downtown office is 
ji of energy and activity when | arrive to 
with Richard Sparks, the choir's 
aistic director and conductor. Seven 
jults, a baby in a-stroller and the usual 


assemblage of office furniture fill the room, 
the size of which is probably just 25 square 
feet. Soft music wafts from the stereo. A 
volunteer organizes concert promotional 


“materials on a table; he moves these onto 


the only available surface—a pile of 
papers on another table—to clear some 
space for my notepad and tape recorder, 
The mood is cheerful as the employees 
and volunteers chat with me about concerts 
and computers; a random person walking 
into the office would never suspect that Pro 


Coro Canada is currently dealing with an 
$85 000 deficit and the possibility of losing 
funding from the Alberta Foundation for the 
Arts. The choir members’ morale hasn't 
been affected by the situation, mentions 
Sparks, who outlines some of the steps that 
Pro Coro is taking to raise money. 

“The choir, in fact, is also helping out 
with this effort, and doing a variety of 
things,” Sparks says, noting that fundrais- 
ing efforts will include everything from a 
casino to a letter to subscribers and 


donors to a donor envelope in the pro- 
gram at the upcoming concert. 

The choir has made only one change to 
this year's programming as a result of the 
financial difficulties, Sparks says. Original- 
ly, the Christmas concert was supposed to 
premiere a new piece by composer Allan 
Bevan; however, this had to be postponed 
for another year, as Bevan’s work calls for a 
large orchestra, which would have made 
the concert quite costly. Instead, the Christ- 
mas concert will offer a brass 


along with the Davis Concert Organ 

“With the brass, which are very pow- 
erful, then [organist] Jeremy [Spurgeon] 
Can use more and more of that orga 
Sparks says, referring to Spurgean’s < 
ty to use more of the organ’s 96 st 
number of different sou d 
pipes within the organ 
brass, he can 
since the bra = 
erful enough that he doesn’t have to hold 

with the organ.” w 
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ROOM FA 


TAG YOU'RE IT 
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iNT if uNPtUGRED THESTANS 


MIKE ROSTE 


RiG Rock 
UNTAPPED & UNPLUGGED TUESDAYS 


MEGAN CALLAN 


A fundraiser for the Canadian 
Association of Medical Teams Abroad 


DAPHUTUR DJS 


SATURDAYS 


w(t DEGREE, COBRA COMMANDER, 
DJ BATTERY a WEEKLY GUESTS 


CLECTRFIED OUBWIS DANCEROGK BOOTY BASS MASHED UP PARTY RIDOIMS 


temple £ 


IVIEMBERS & GUESTS FACILITY 


BEHIND STARLITE ROOM 


EVENTS (8+ + DOORS AT OPM 


Che Wyld i 
Style 
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RESIDENTS SPACE AGE, PSYCOSMIC & WAV DCCIPATON 
LIVE HIP HOP j 
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CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
ordie Tentrees knew that 
Gen with Fred Eaglesmith 
would be a test of sorts, one 
of those times when you're called 
upon to put on the best show of your 
life. 

Sure, the European tour meant the 
Whitehorse musician and his band- 
mates would be playing for a heap 
more people than if they’d ventured 
off alone for their first continental 
tour, but it also meant that they'd 
have to impress some longstanding 
Fredheads. 

“There were no tomatoes thrown 
or anything. That was good, but I was 
kind of, like, ‘OK, they're not going to 
be fools,’" Tentrees says over the 
phone from a blustery Ontario. “He’s a 
hard act to open up for because 
they're there to see him and they've 
been watching him for 20 years, and 
‘Who are these guys?’ And it was, 
like, ‘OK, we better step up here,’ and 
we did and it was good.” 

It was a test that Tentrees has been 
studying for much of his life, especial- 
ly over the last couple of years, when 
he was able to quit his day job— 
teaching—and pursue music full time. 

“I was burning the candle on: both 
ends. The more time | spent doing 
music, | thought, I think I can do 
this— if 1 apply myself fully to one 
thing, if I can be more broke than | 


$ The Spot to ih 
@9a6 


of music, food x ate 


Open Tuesdays - Saturdays 4:30pm 


—) WED, DEC17 
= GORDIE TENTREES 
Gx | BIAgK O05 

ever have,” he explains. “I've gotta 
give it a shot, not think about it and 
know that I tried it.” 

Since then, Tentrees released his 
second down-home album—Bottle- 
neck to Wire—which garnered a heap 
of praise from roots fans and estab- 
lished musicians alike. His raucous 
knee-slapping rhythms also found 
him some new fans at a stellar show- 
ing during the Western Canadian 
Music Awards in October. 


BAR & §RILL 


“Now Open 


- 2:00am 


Sample our late night menu and Happy Hour. 


10030 - 102 Street 
brixxbarandgrill.ca 


Hitting the Brixx this week! 


HE AND HIS BAND (who won't be wit; 
him in Edmonton this time but ar: 
made up of Matt King on upright bas: 

Ken Hermanson on lapsteel and bar} 

tone guitar, Micah Smith on electri 

bass and Lonnie Powell on drums 

are currently working on a third 
album, which the guys have already 
started recording in Whitehorse with 
Bob Hamilton. The co-owner of Cari 
bou Records’ production work has 
won him one Juno and seen him 
nominated for four others. 

"He's a guy we're really excited 
about, somebody that we've wanted 
to work with for quile a few year 
now,” Tentrees says. “We kind of fel; 
that we were ready to work with him, . 
playing-wise and songwriting-wise, 
and being able to be at a level where 
we could learn more from him 
we're sort of at a level playing field 
with him, where I wouldn't say that_ 
two or three years ago. I wouldn't fee| | 
like I was ready to record with some- | 
one like that, so we're pretty excited,” 

The album is slotted for a May 
2009 release, which will be supported 
by a Yukon-Alaska tour with Eagle- 
smith next summer. 

So it’s pretty safe to say that Ten- 
trees and his band passed the test: a 
Gordie Tentrees-Fred Eaglesmith dou 
ble bill is pretty much like getting a 
gold star. w 
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Friday, December 12 


7:30 p.m. 


McDougall United Church 


udents) 


TICKETS $15/$12 (st 
Tix on the Square 
780/420-1757 


iww.cantilonchoirs.ca 
4732-1262 
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THIS CE PRODUIT i i! 
PRODUCT CREE UNE | fl 
IS HIGHLY 
ADDICTIVE |DEPENDANCE 


Smoke free, chew free and 
spit free, SNUS is an alternative 
for adult tobacco users: 


SNUS is packaged in small, q 
handy pouches that just need 


to be tucked under the upper lip 
to deliver maximum taste. * 


SNUS Original and Freshmint tins 
are available now through select 
tobacco retailers in Edmonton. 


This product is highly addictive 


Ce produit crée une forte dépendance 
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“ Hector Fector & Trevor Tchir 


A Fundraiser 4 Youth Emerg Shelter & Foodbank 
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= NEW SOUNDS 


Various artists, Born to the Breed: 


A Tribute to Judy Collins (Wild- — 


flower) With her patrician bone 
structure and otherworldly crystalline 
blue eyes, Seattle-born Judy Collins 
should have been an unlikely ally for 
the struggles that defined the folk 
music in the early ‘60s, the labour and 
civil rights movements, but she not 
only applied her tremulous soprano 
and classical piano training to the 
genre revived by the likes of Woody 
Guthrie, she also displayed her gifts 
for lyrical elo- 
quence and 
arrangements that 
bathed her mes- 
sages in a quiet 
ecstasy of hope. 

At 69, Collins is 
still an active per- 
former, but she's 
lent her songs and 
her Wildflower 
record label toa 
tribute album in 
support of the Jazz 
Foundation of 


practices: Rufus Wainwright turns 
“Albatross” into a lovely Kate Bush- 
ish ethereal construction of swirling 
piano; Collins’ contemporary Joan 
Baez tackles “Since You've Asked,” 
lending what should be a love song 
an almost prickly contrarianism; and 
Leonard Cohen addresses the same 
song with only his voice, stripped 
down to nothing and delivering it as 
poetry rather than song. 

Iranian emerging folkie Ali Eskan- 
darian, Pretenders’ firecracker Chrissie 
Hynde, veteran 
songwriter Shawn 


voiced bluegrass 
workhorse Jim 
Lauderale all offer 
impeccable and 
distinct interpreta- 
tions, while the 
irrepressibly awe- 
some Dolly Parton 
MMT WUE sounds like she’s 
having the time of 
her life on “Fisher- 
man’s Song.” 


America, an 
organization that fits in with the com- 
passionate motif that has underscored 
her entire career, helping out aging 
and broke jazz and blues musicians. 

Born ta the Breed slants towards the 
traditionalists, with many of Collins’ 
best-known and loved songs given 
over to capable, if occasionally dull, 
homage by 15 emerging and estab- 
lished artists 

Only one is even remotely far-out 
In its interpretation—a seven-minute 
overwrought odyssey inexplicably 
contributed by the singer of ‘90s rock- 
ers Puressence. Perhaps if the rest of 
the record had more peaks and val- 
leys, it wouldn’t seem as jarring, but 
with the balance of the artists faithful 
to Collins’ more gentile renderings, it 
stands out, for the worse. 

The remainder of the artists repre- 
sents a range of voices, eras and 


records&cds 


brighten the corners DLX 2co 
pavement 


great gift ideas 


The absolute 
standout, though, is Jimmy Webb’s 
elegiac rendition of “Fallow Way’— 
surely one of Collins’ most beauti- 
ful songs, as close to a hymn as a 
secular work can be. In a gor- 
geously drawn analogy to winter, 
Collins talks of “learning to love 
the fallow way"—waiting fora 
spring of change and healing with 
a Zen certainty of its arrival and a 
careful ear to its lessons. It’s the 
ideal song for this oeuvre, at once 
elucidating the intimate and per- 
sonal heartaches but just as useful 
and powerful in a social justice 
context. Webb, an acclaimed song- 
writer and one of those musicians’ 
musician-types, has remade it in 
that same spirit, buoyed by his 
worshipful singing swaddled in 
gently swelling piano. —MARY CHRISTA 
O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 


10443a - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www .listenrecords.net 


dr. ragtime & his pals vp 


dark end of the street 2x10- 


cal power 


victrola favorites 2CD | deerhunter: microcastle LP/CD | fm3: buddha machine 2.0 
nuggets 4CD BOX | new order: 2CD reissues | gift certificates | t-shirts 
art of the field recording 4CD BOX | arthur russell: wild combination DVD 
pavement: brighten the corners 2CD | david axelrod: live LP/CD+DVD 
belle & sebastian: bbc sessions 2LP/2CD | sunn 0))): domkirke 2LP | record bags 
this heat: out of cold storage GCD BOX | t-shirts | magazines | & more 


Colvin and achy-’ 


Billy the Kid, The Lost Cause (Lo<;, 
It turns out that Billy the Kid. is ., 
anomaly amongst the artists that Raj 
Maida has work. 
with (who ine), ™ 
Kelly Clarkson 
Avril Lavigne) 
Lost Cause, acco 
Panied by love, 
| vocals Contain\, 
just the ric 
amount of roughness, reveals enoy, 
sadness without succumbing to be; 
completely defeatist. This is alsc 
ode to Billy the Kid’s influences—) 
Young, Bob Dylan and Bruce Sprin 
steen to name a few. In fact, one so) 
called “Just Trying to Get By” soun 
vaguely like “Knockin' on Heave; 
Door" but you wouldn’t know it ri; 
away because this singer-songwrii 
has a way of spinning old tunes ang 
making them her own. —KRISTINA DE 6W 
MAN / kristina@vueweekly.com 


Letters to Elise, Secret Lines (inde 
pendent) How is it that this albu 
which offers some good punkish ro 
Songs, really wa 
nt very men 
rable for me 
racked my bra 4 
trying to figure t 
out, and then 
Occurred tothe | 
most of the g6n: 
on this album sound quite alike, \Wi\ 
no one track really standing out fron 
the others. In terms of any given son: 
the vocals work well and the instru 
ments are well-played and energetic 
Unfortunately, the songs are just too 
similar to one another in terms o! 
tempo, melody and overall style. And 
it’s too bad, because listening to an 
one or two of the songs is quite fu: 
But taken as an album, this collection 
of tunes just needs a bit more variet 
—WMARIA KOTOVYCH / maria@vueweekly.com 


Paris, Acid Reflex (Guerrilla Funk) 
Paris is easily one of the most accom 
plished MCs and producers in the hist 
ry of hip hop, and 
for his intelligent 
} political lyrics in a: 
career spanning |: 
years, he deserve 
the acclaim of a 
Seeiietm! Chuck D or a KRS 
One. Paris's lack o! 
stardom may be due to several factors 
he’s head of his own label, his albums 
are so aggressive they've includes 
vignettes of George HW Bush being 
assassinated ("Sleeping with the 
Enemy”) and on Acid Reflex, a bal!a¢ 
about the mother of a slain US-Iraq Wa 
trooper who goes to shoot her con- 
gressman at his home. You can't 10! 
react to the intensity, even the shee! 
outrageousness, of a Paris record, Fo! 
that, he’s pure rock ‘n’ roll. And thi 
album, while not as musically rich 2 
his previous, superb Sonic jihad, is w< 
layered with noise-scapes harken!" 
back to PE's Fear of a Black Planc' 
basslines erupting from hell (“Th 
Trap") and a funked-up sample-tra‘ 
featuring the uncensored Revere! 
Jeremiah Wright at his rhetorical b: 
(‘The Violence of the Lambs"). Chu 
D’s excellent guest voice on “Winter "! 
America,” a titular homage to Gil Scol! 
Heron, is typical of Paris's political, cu! 
tural and artistic sophistication 
—WMALCOLM AZANIA / malcolm@vueweekly.com 
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, Dream Days at the 
stence (Universal) 
“aa ago Down Under, we 
Canadians finally 
get to hear what 
Aussie alt-rockers 
Powderfinger have 
cooked up for the 
first time since the 
release of Vulture 
Street in 2003. 
jj, the band is still throwing in the 
ame ingredients, convinced that the 
Qs alt-rock scene is still alive and 
scking. But this isn’t necessarily a bad 
ing. In “Long Way to Go,” Bernard 
anning sings "Don’t invent a new 
ay to hold on / ‘Cause you're testing 
y patience, you just don’t belong.” 
¥e’s referring to a failed romance but 
»ne could say the same thing about 
js record. The only difference is that 
js band is confident enough to stick 
» what works. —KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / 
jstina@vueweekly.com 


evin Rudolf, In the City (Cash 


Yew York producer / singer-song- 
writer / guitarist 
Kevin Rudolf; I’m 
reminded of the 
music that I lis- 
y tened to when | 
was 12 years old. 
“Let it Rock” (fea- 
turing Little 
Wayne) was apparently praised by 
ritics for being “genre-defying” 
ith its fusion of rock, pop and hip 
op. Sure, the synth bass loop 
sounds pretty cool, but “genre-defy- 
ng?" That's jumping the gun more 
an a tad. But while I want to dis- 
like this record for its oversaturation 
of boyband pop, Rudolf undeniably 
nows how to write catchy hooks. 
Dn one track, he sings, “I got my 
ands tied behind my back / My 
lace spreads through the glass / I 
swear that all these robots live on 
offee and donuts.” Soon enough, 
you may catch yourself singing 
Blong with him. —KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / 
iistina@vueweekly.com 


PEOPLE, People’s Eatery (inde- 
pendent) When a song’s verse men- 
ions the information on a Facebook 
profile, you know 
that you're not 
exactly dealing 
with high-quality 
songwriting. In 
fact, you're proba- 
i bly aware that 
you're listening to 
something really stupid. People’s Eatery, 
a hip hop / R&B / funk fusion album, 
lakes laughable songwriting to new lev- 
ls. “Ain't What You Seem,” the song 
Ontaining the Facebook reference, 
eminds me of one of those loud, asi- 
ine conversations that some people 
fave on the bus and impose on every- 
bne around them. When faced with 
ither, “Oh, shut up!” is all 1 can think 
bi. Sadly, it isn’t even the worst offender 
bn this album. We also have “Summer 
in The City,” which applies monetary 
anguage to a woman. Ladies, I don’t 
Ow about you, but I love being 

ght of as property! It’s too bad that 
hey don’t mention digestion’s end 
oduct in these lyrics; that would be a 
rilliant metaphor for this music. 
AIA KOTOVYCH / maria@vueweekly.com 


oney) Listening to this debut by * 
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White Zombie, Let Sleeping 
Corpses Lie (Geffen) While this set 
itself is new, the music it contains 
dates back a minimum of 12 years, 
collecting all of White Zombie's 
recorded output into one place, 
tedefining the band within the context 
of its entire life rather than each 
album standing on its own. 

“Gentleman 
Junkie" kicks off 
the band’s initial 
EP, 1985's Gods 
on Voodoo Moon, 
and the sound is 
far removed from 
the thick and 
heavy industrial 
stomping that 
would eventual 
etch White Zom- 
bie into musical 
history. Here, the 
band is frantic, 
the song careen- 
ing along like a cliffside film noir car 
chase, with singer Rob Straker, as Zom- 
bie was still known back in those days, 
sounding far less demonic but more 
possessed and on the verge of losing 
control. 

This early version of White Zom- 
bie—Zombie and bassist Sean 
Yseault would be the only two mem- 
bers to make it through from begin- 
ning to end of the band’s 
lifespan—was raw and noisy, with 
Yseault's hypnotic bass lines holding 
the songs together while guitarist Ena 
Kostabi wrenched the feedback from 
his instrument and Zombie himself 
developed the horror themes that 
would wind their way through the 
band’s music and on into his more 
fefined solo material. 

By the time of 1986's seven-inch Pig 
Heaven Kostabi was gone, replaced by 
Tim Jeffs on the guitar, with Ivan de 
Prume also joining the band on drums. 
The change was subtle, with Yseault's 
bass playing still defining the band’s 
sound, Jeffs following along with repet- 
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== 
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BARON ZANN 

INDEPENDENT 

So ... who is this guy? 

How did he make a silk purse 
Out of a pig’s dick? 


RUSH 

SNAKES & ARROWS: LIVE 
ANTHEMS 

40-year-old dads 

Rejoice in suburbs, shed tears 
They went TRIPLE LIVE!!! 


MYSTICAL SUN 

ENERGY MIND CONSCIOUSNESS 
MYSTICAL SUN 

New age space jams meets 
Bubblebath with Vangelis 

Weird and relaxing 


itive guitar lines that, while still bleed- 
ing a little bit, are more restrained than 
those of his predecessor. 

Next up in the band’s catalogue 
are Psycho-Head Blowout and Soul- 
Crusher, both from 1987. These discs 
mark the recorded appearances of 
the group's next guitarist, Tom Guay 
(or Tom Five, as he was credited on 
the second record). Guay’s playing is 
a throwback to the band’s first 
songs, utilizing feedback and noisy 
string bends and slides to conjure a 
sound that sits well with Zombie's 
lyrics and his 
still developing, 
higher-pitched 
vocals 

The songs 
too, Were becom 
ing more com- 
plex—again, 
driven largely by 
Yseault's uglier- 
by-the-day-but- 
in-a-good-way 
bass playing— 


Eo isumraccors uPaglal 208 '2020 


throughout these 
albums, giving 
what could have easily been a single- 
note approach a longer life. 

Make Them Die Slowly saw the 
band welcoming yet another guitarist, 
John Ricci, into its ranks. Again, songs 
like “Disaster Blaster” and “Godslay- 
er” find the band working with more 
textures than before, and this is the 
first time that Zombie's vocals sink 
into the more guttural style that he 
employs to this day. Unfortunately, 
this record is marred by production 
that is muddy at best. 

Finally, the band settles on guitarist 
J Yuenger, introducing him on a 12- 
inch single headlined by a cover of 
Kiss‘s “God of Thunder,” and the effect 
is pretty much immediate. The band is 
both heavier and more focused with 
Yuenger on board, becoming more so 
through two easy-to-find full-lengths 
and a number of one-off tracks 

Like the best box sets, this one is 
most interesting when taken as a road 
map through the band’s career from a 
noisy, underground band to arena- 
headliner. v 


LINKIN PARK 

ROAD TO REVOLUTION: 
LIVE AT MILTON KEVNES 
WARNER 

Young angry cheese-dicks 


Can be excused for this shit 
But ... when you're 30? 


BEAUSOLEIL 

ALLIGATOR PURSE 
YEPROE 

Spicy cajun vets 

Make tasty, meaty gumbo 
Get clichéd review 


COMMON 
UNIVERSAL MIND CONTROL 
GEFFEN 


This rules even though 
Common must be going deaf 
What? What? What? What? What? 
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Saturday, Dec 13, 2008 


Avenue Theatre * $20 


Read Jam 
interview 
Sa ticipants 
t online at 


kly.con 


PREWE 
FAI, DEC 12 (9:30 PM) 
WITH LETTERS TO ELISE, CHASING JONES 


PAWN SHOP S10 (ADVANCE) $12 (ODOR) 


KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina @vaeweekly.com 
It's been four years since Edmonton's 
Cassidy released its first EP, /mprove- 
ment Through Tragedy. Founder and front- 
man Sean Welling doesn’t really think 
that the band went through a break so 
much as it was stalled by lineup changes 
and busy schedules. 

“The lineup has changed probably 
three or four times in the past five or six 
years. [The current lineup] has been 
together for the last year, year and a 
half,” guesses Welling, before letting out 
a chuckle. “That's actually pretty good!” 

After the new lineup was solidified, 
the band finally found the time to record 
a followup EP, The City. Welling credits 
bassist Randor Lin, who runs Turnkey Stu- 
dios, for making the recording process a 
fairly smooth ride. 
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*Fax your free listings to 780.426.2889 
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Dead ine is Friday at 3 pm 
CLUBS/LECTURES 


AIKIKAI AIKIDO CLUB 10139-87 Ave , Old 
Strathcona Community League, www.alberta- 
aikido.org/edtnaikikai/ * Japanese Martial Art 
of Aikido ® Every Tue 7:30-9:30pm; Thu 6-8pm 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside 
Presbyterian Church basement, N. door, 6 
Bernard Dr, Bishop St, Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave, St. Albert For adult children of alcoholic 
and dysfunctional families * Meet Mondays 
including holidays, 7:30pm 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
11205-101 St, 780.479.1999 Basketball; Mon 
(5-7pm) ® Healing Cirle; Mon (6-8pm) ¢ 
cerBoxing; Mon/Thu (7-9pm), Tue (5-7pm) * 
Volleyball; Tue (6-8pm) * Sewing Circle; Tue (6- 
8pm) ¢ Beadwork Class; Wed (6-8pm) © 
C.N.FC. Pow-wow; Wed (6-9pm) © Hip-Hop 
Class; every Thu (5-7pm) © Cree Class: Thu (6- 
8pm) * Elders and Residency; Fri (all day) * 
Sate Using and Harm Reduction; last Fri each 
month (11am-12pm) * Tobacco Reduction; 
every Fri(1-2pm) © Drop-in Night; Fri (6-8pm) 


CHESS Edmonton Chess Club and Society of 
Alberta Chess Knights, 780.474.2318 © Learn 
to play chess; opportunities for all ages includ- 
ing classes, school programs and tournaments 
* rovingchessnuts@shaw.ca 


EDMONTON ESPERANTO SOCIETY Rm 
1812, 10025-102A Ave, 780.702.5117 © Fri, 
noon-Ipm * vaughn@sewardconsulting.com 


EDMONTON NATURE CLUB Royal Alberta 
Museum * Monthly meeting featuring Gerald 

gMomanchuk speaking on Birding Alberta 2008: 
From Zama to Wildhorse ® Fri, Dec 19, 7pm 
(coffee), 7:30pm (meeting) * Admission by 
donation 


FREE FAMILY ART NIGHTS Nina Haggerty 
Centre, 9702-111 Ave © For Parents and chil- 
dren up to 17, materials, instruction and a light 
snack are free * Every Thu, 6:30-8pm 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB 
Pleasantview Community Hall, 10860-57 Ave, 
780.469.9776/780.452.6224 © Featuring pre- 
sentations, speakersf, workshops, outings, and 
competitions. All levels of photographers wel- 
come ® Meet the 2nd and 4th Thu each month; 
Sept-May, 8pm; Dec has only the one meeting 
on Dec 11 © www.imagesab.com 


“MEDITATION © Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan 
Buddhist Meditation Society; 11403-101 St, 
780.479.0014, www.gadensamtenling.org; 
Kushok Lobsang Dhamchoe; beginner Tue, 7pm; 
intermediate Wed, 7pm; adv. Sun, 11am-ipm © 
Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual 
Organization, 208, 10132-105 St, 
780.425.1050, www.bkwsu.org; Raja Yoga 

_Meditation * Meditation and Buddhist 


PY 


practices 10502-70 Ave, 780.633.6157, 
www. karmatashiling.ca; with Tibetan tradition 
Lama Ani Kunsang. Beginners welcome, 
instruction available; Wed, 7pm; free 


RIVERDALE NET ZERO ENERGY HOUSE 
9927-87 St, www.riverdalenetzero.ca * Get 
ideas on energy savings from this zero energy 
house open for self-guided tours most Saturday 
afternoons until March, 1-4pm ® Free 


SUGAR SWING DANCE CLUB Orange Hall, 
10335-84 Ave, 780.604.7572, www.sugar= 
swing.com ® Jitterbug Swing Dance; Dec 6, 
beginner lesson 8pm, dance S9pm-12am 
Jitterbug Swing Dance; Dec 13, beginner les- 
son 8pm, dance 9pm-12am 


SUGAR SWING DANCE CLUB Pleasantview 
Hall, 10860 57 Ave, 780.604.7572, www.sugar- 
swing.com * Swingin’ Christmas Party * Dec 
20 (beginner lesson 8pm, dance 9pm-12am) E: 
dance@sugarswing.com 


THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY DOCUMENTARY 
Steeps Tea Lounge College Plaza, 11116-82 
Ave, 11116 82 Ave, 780.988.8105 © Film/docu- 
mentary series featuring Buyer Be Fair; Tue, 
Dee 16, 7pm * Thoughtful Tuesday 
Documentary; Tue, Dec 23; cancelled 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS * Chamber 
Toastmasters Club: Chamber of Commerce, 
600, 9990 Jasper Ave, 780.459.5206; Thu, 6pm 
© MacEwan: Grant MacEwan College, Rm 7- 
297E, 10700-104 Ave, 780.633.3921; Fri, noon- 
ipm © N'Orators Toastmasters Club: 
Londonderry Public Library, www.norators.com; 
Wed, 7-8:45pm * Norwood Toastmasters 
Club: Kingsway Legion, 10425 Kingsway Ave, 
780.456.3934, www.norwoodtoastmasters.org; 
Thu, 8-10pm ¢ Power Speakers: Grant 
MacEwan Centre for the Arts, Rm 437, 10045- 
156 St, 780.459.0642; Wed, 7-Spm © Pursuers: 
Best Western Cedar Park Inn, 5116 Gateway 
Boulevard, 780.457.0808; Wed, 7-Spm © 
Chanticleer; Kingsway fm, Millard Health 
Building, 131 Airport Rd, 
780.498.4608/780.474.1138; Thu, 7-8:30am © 
Upward Bound: Rm 601 Norquest College 
10215-108St, 780.488.4098/780.454.3720, 
adamsrk@telus.net, Wed, 7-8:30pm 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Riverdale 
Community Hall, 9231-100 Ave, www.vofa.ca « 
Holiday Potluck: Bring a homemade vegetarian, 
vegan or raw vegan dish for 6 people, your own 
plate and utensils. Bring decorations if you 
want * Sun, Dec 14, 5:30pm © $3 {VOA mem- 
ber)/$5 (non-member)/free {youth 12 and under) 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old 
Strathcona farmers’ Market © Silent vigil the 
Ist and 3rd Sat, 10-11am, each month, stand in 
silence for a world without violence 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER 
Sunnybrook United Church, Red Deer. 
403.347.6073 ¢ Affirm welcome LGBTO people 
and their friends, family, and allies meet the 
2nd Tue, 7pm, each month 


BOOTS BAR AND LOUNGE 10242-106 St, 
780.423.5014, www.bootsbarca © 2nd Thu: 


“Randor sort of acted as the engineer 
and producer of the album, plus he’s the 
bassist in the band so he had a lot of 
responsibilities,” Welling explains. “He 


Illusions Social Club * 3rd Wed: Edmonton 0 
Society * 2nd Tue: Edmonton Rainbow Business 
Association * Every Fri: Philosophy Café © Fri 
and Sat DJ SeXXxXy Sean 10-3 © Long 


Weekend Sundays feature the Stardust Lounge ~ 


with Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725B Jasper Ave, 
780.488.7736 © Open nightly S3pm-3am, Fri 8- 
3pm ® Sun: Rotating drag shows with Mz 
Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust 
Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella NE1 in The 
GoDonna Show, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy © 
Mon: Amateur strip contest with Mia Fellow, 
midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy © Tue: 
Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser © 
Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexxxy Sean © Thu: 
Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, mid- 
night, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy ¢ Fri: We 
made ‘em famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come 
early to avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm 
Sat: Undie night for men only, free poo! and 
tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton, 10804-119 St ¢ A group 
of older gay men and their admirers who have 
common social interests meet the 2nd Sun, 
2:30pm, of most months for a social period, a 
short meeting and a quest speaker, discussion 
panel or a potluck supper. Special interest 
groups meet for other social activities through- 
out the month. email edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, 
Www. primetimersww.org/edmonton 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION 
www.teamedmonton.ca ® Women’s Drop-In 
Recreational Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 
10227-118 St,780.465.3620; Wed, 6-7:30pm © 
Bootcamp; Lynnwood Elementary School at 
15451-84 Ave; Mon, 7-8:15pm; 
bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca * Bowling: 
Gateway Lanes, 100, 3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat, 
5-7pm; bowling@teamedmonton.ca © Curling: 
Mon, 7:15-9:15pm), Granite Curling Club; 
780.463.5942 © Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; run- 
ning@teamedmonton.ca ¢ Swimming: NAIT 
pool, 11762-106 St; Tue, 8-Spm, Thu, 7:30- 
8:30pm; swimming@teamedmonton.ca © 
Volleyball: Tue Recreational: Mother Teresa 
Elementary Schoo! at 9008-105A, 8-10pm; Thu 
intermediate: Amiskiwaciy Academy, 101 
Airport Rd, 8-10pm; recvolleyball@teamed- 
monton.ca; volleyball\@teamedmonton.ca © 
YOGA (Hatha); Free Yoga; every Sun, 2- 
3:30pm; Korezone Fitness, 203, 10575-115 St.; 
yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Boots, 10242-1056 
St, 780.387.3343 © Crossdressers, transsexu- 
als, friends and supporters meet 2nd Thu each 
month http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmon- 
ton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans- 
identified and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate 
Student, academic, straight allies and support 
staff © 3rd Thu each month (fall/winter terms): 
Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualber- 
ta.ca) 


KOREZONE FITNESS 203, 10575-115 St © 
LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, 
www.edmlivingpositive.ca, 


was definitely kept busy, but it was good 
because he knew the songs intimately 
and he knew the direction that he want- 
ed to take.” 


1,877.975,9448/780.488.5768, © Providing 
confidential peer support to people living with 
HIV © Tue, 7-9pm: Support group © Daily drop- 
in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté 
St. Jean, Rm 3-18, 780.490.7332 © Program 
for HIV-AID'S prevention, treatment and harm 
reduction in French, English and other African 
languages © 3rd and 4th Sat, 9am-5pm each 
month @ Free (member)/$10 (membership) ¢ 
Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 

Www. geocities.com/makingwaves_edm © 
Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged to participate. 
Socializing after practices © Every Tue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave © A sup- 
port group for parents and friends of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender and queer people © 
Meet the 1st Wed each month September- 
June, 7-9pm; T: Ruby 780.436.1998 after 6pm; 
E: edmontonab@pflagcanada.ca 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St, 
www.playnightclub.ca © Open Thu, Fri, Sat © 
The first bar for the queer community to open 
in a decade with DJs Alexx Brown and Eddie 
Toonflash 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 
Ave, 780.488.3234, www.pridecentreofedmon- 
ton.org ® Open Tue-Fri 1-10pm, Sat 2-6:30pm 
* LGBT Seniors Drop-in: Every Tue/Thu, 2-4pm 
© CA: Every Thu (7pm) ¢ Suit Up and Show 
Up: AA big book study group meet every Sat, 
noon ® Youth Understanding Youth: Youth up 
to 25 years, support and social group meet 
every Sat, 7-9pm; yuy@shaw.ca © 
Womonspace: Board meeting 1st Sun each 
month, 10:30am-12:30pm © Trans 
Education/Support Group: Meet the 1st and 
3rd Sun, 2-4pm, of each month; www.alberta- 
trans.org * Men Talking with Pride: Every Sun 
(7pm); facilitator: Rob Wells robwells780@hot- 
mail.com ¢ HIV Support Group: Meet the 2nd 
Mon of each month, 7pm © Transgender, 
Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning (TT{Q) 
Alliance; Support meeting the 2nd Tue each 
month, 7:30pm ¢ Transgender, Transsexual, 
Intersex and Questioning. Education, advocacy 
and support for men, women and youth; PFLAG 
Edmonton: Meet the ist Wed each month, 
7pm © Free short-term, solution-focused drop- 
in counseling; every Wed, 7-10pm © 
YouthSpace: drop-in for LGBTQ for youth up to 
25; Tue-Sat, 3-7pm 


ROBERTSON-WSESLEY UNITED CHURCH 
10209-123 St, 780.482.1587, www.nduc.org © 
Soul OUTing: an LGBT-focused alternative wor- 
ship © 3rd Sun each month, 7pm; worship 
Sun, 10:30am; people of all sexual orientations 
welcome. A LGBT monthly book club and a bi- 
monthly film night. Info email 
jravenscroft@rwuc.org 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11525-76 Ave, 
780.436.1555 © People of all sexual orienta- 
tions are welcome ® Every Sun (10am worship} 
WOMONSPACE 780.482.1794, www.womon- 
Space.ca, womonspace@gmail.com © A Non- 
profit lesbian social organization for Edmonton 


~ tional therapy. 
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Lin isn’t the only Cassidy mamb-, 
who's been multitasking. Welling-ig cu. 
rently in his second year of studying med 
icine and guitarist Greg Workun is also. 
post-secondary student studying occtip, 


While Welling acknowledges the dit; 
culty in finding time for band rehearsa} », 
for writing new material, he sees Cassici, 
as ae more of a “catharsis” tha; 
an actual career for its members. 

“[Music] is just abot relaxing, having 
fun with friendsy“he says. “Maybe going 
out on a Friday night, putting on 2 show, 
and having some people come out 3)\\ 
having a good time. 

“The band) is something that we -; 
do as a sort of stress reliever. | th 
especially when you're in medicine, yx 
gotta make sure that you're setting asic 
time to take care of yourself, otherwise | 
think you'd go crazy,” Welling laughs. “|; 
feally easy to get too stressed out. Tj, 
way | see it is, ‘Well, I've got a lot : 
years of school ahead of me and there 
No point in freaking about it now.” w 


and surrounding area. Organized monthly 
activities from dances, games nites, golf tour 
nament, etc. Monthly newsletter and reduced 
rates included with membership. 
Confidentiality assured 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave, 780.488.6557 « 
Open Daily (noon) © Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy 
and Patrick ® Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


ALBERTA LEGISLATURE 10829-98 Ave 
www.assembly.ab.ca @ Voices in the Rotunda « 
Winter Wonderland: Ice scultptures ® Events ir 
the Pedway: Craft table for kids, displays by 
local schools © Through to Dec 23 


tonchamber.com ® Until Jan 4, 5-10pm 


A CHRISTMAS PAST SPECIAL EVENT 
Rutherford House Provincial, 11153 
Saskatchewan Dr, 780.427.3995 © Christmas 
carollers, a festive craft, homemade apple cide 
© Sun, Dec 14; noon-4pm 


COPPER JACKETS STH ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS BUREAU LUNCHEON Shaw 
Conference Centre © Featuring music, food, 
and live and silent auction © Dec 12 © $75; 
fundraiser for the Christmas Bureau of 
Edmonton at www.ticketmaster.ca 


ETS CHRISTMAS LIGHTS TOURS Leave fro 
City Hall (south side) on 102A Ave # Edmonton 
Transit System tours visit Bright Nights in 
Hawrelak Park, the Legislative Grounds for 
lights, carolers and hot chocolate. The buses 
are wheelchair accessible # Dec 15-21, Mon-Fri 
depart: 6pm, 6:15pm and 6:30pm; Sat, Sun 
depart: 5:30pm and 5:45pm © $3 (each) 


GUERRILLA BOUTIQUE Artery, 9535 Jasper 
Ave ¢ Local designers market ¢ Dec 13 (8pm) 
Dec 14 (12am) 


WINTER SOLSTICE City Hall » A Pagan 
focused solstice service, hosted by the 
Westwood Unitarian Congregation. One hour 
gathering featuring music and singing, stories 
and ritual chanting # Sun, Dec 21, 2pm * 
Free, a collection will be taken in support of 
iHuman and Operation Friendship 


COMEDY 


COMEDY FACTORY Gateway Entertainment 

Centre, 34th Ave, Calgary Trail * Thu, 8:30pm. 
Sat, 8pm and 10pm * Chris Warren; Dec 11- 

13 © Leif Skyving; Dec 18-20 © Closed Ded 24 
and Dec 25 


COMIC STRIP Bourbon St, WEM, : 
780.483.5999, www, thecomicstrip.ca @ Hit oF 
Miss Mondays: Each Mon ® Best of Edmonton 
Tuesdays: Each Tue * Butch Bradley; Until De: 
14; $15 © Tom Wilson Special Concert § 
Presentation; Dec 17-21 ® Bob Angeli; Dec 2 


THE LAUGH SHOP 1105-6606 137 Ave, a 
Londonderry Mail, 780.476.1010, www.the- 
laughshop.ca © Wed-Sat 8pm; Fri-Sat 8pm and 


- 10:30pm © Wed amateur night; 8pm * John 


Wing; until Dec 13 © Dave Nystrom; Dec 16-20 


jou've got your hot disc 
from the masterer and 
your mom has listened to the 
final mixes and said they sound great, 
what is there to do next? You gotta find 
4 way to package that mutha. Oh sure, 
ou could get the pressing plant to do 
up for you, but that can be pretty 
xpensive and besides, that’s what 
practically everyone does, No, you're 
gorina do it right, you're gonna DIY it. 

Whether for financial or aesthetic 
easons, DIY packaging can be the best 
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+ anideeltina fryoutithaw a party for all 
the people you've ever been and all the differ- 
ent selves who live within you now. Invite the 
teenager who once seethed with frustrated 
potential and the four-year-old who loved nath- 


plainer who stands in the shadows and dares 
you to ask for more, as well as the brave hero 
(0 comes out every now and then to attempt 


brate your ternal diversity. Marvel at how 


good you are at changing. — 


ae 
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and other comput- 
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‘Survival Guide Part V: DIY releases 
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thing ever—if it’s done right. To help 
you do it right, Vue solicited the advice 
of Bryan Kulba, musician, designer and 
all around creative force, to give a few 
pointers on what DIY packaging can do 
for you, and how best to go about 
doing it. In his former bands, Kulba has 
silk screened, stapled, glued and sewn 
a number of different DIY packages. 

“] think the reason it was worth it is 


GEMINI (MAY 21 -JUN 20) 


I'm pleased to be able to offer you a Zen riddle 
that will prepare you well for the immediate 
future. Study it, meditate on it, and refer back to it 
often when dealing with upcoming challenges. 
Question: What did the big chimney say to the lit- 
tle chimney? Answer: Nothing. Chimneys can't 
talk. | don't want to explain all the nuances of this 
helpful conundrum, Gemini, because it'll serve you 
better if you come to your own conelusions. But Ill 
get you started with this hint: be vigilant for trick 
questions, and don't let those trick questions 
frame the debates you engage in, Do you know 
what red herrings and straw men are? Don't get 
distracted by them. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

I've got three related questions for you, Cancerian. 
1) Are there any roles you play in which your self- 
ish and unselfish tendencies overlap? 2) What sit- 
vations allow you to be most completely yourself 
as you provide a fine service to others? 3) Which 
of your skills generate the most blessings and 
gifts? The next 12 months will be a favourable 
time for you to identify these roles, situations and 
skills, and cultivate them to the max. You'll have 
prime opportunities to express your special genius 
while doing good deeds. 


LEO (JUL 23 -AUG 22) 
What country has more sand than any other? 


‘With its vast deserts, Saudi Arabia has got to be 


“Tear the top of the list. Nevertheless, the Saudi 


tt forbids the export of sand, worrying 
that i it might eventually run out due to its con- 
struction industry's demands for the stuff. This 


t speci nal fear reminds me of you, Leo, You, too, 
n s ; Severe 


be depleted—and yet you're chronically worried 


because we physically had contact with 
every single CD case we ever dealt 
with,” he says of why DIY packaging 
appealed to him and his bands in the 
first place. “In this strange metaphysical 
way maybe that means something—or 
maybe it was a total waste of time.” 
What isn’t a total waste of time, 
however, is the camaraderie of creat- 
ing and executing a DIY package. It 
isn’t the kind of thing that one mem- 
ber should be obsessively doing by 
themselves in their lonely bachelor 
suite—this is an exercise in bonding. 
“Spending four or five evenings with 
your bandmates doing something other 
than jamming or writing songs, you're 
talking about stuff and making stuff, or 
watching movies,” says Kulba, “You're 
team building in one way or another.” 
That camaraderie will come in 
handy when terrible stuff happens to 


that it will. Please adjust your thinking. It's an 
excellent time to get more realistic about the true 
nature of your abundance. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

After meditating on how best to energize your love 
life, | decided to direct you to. this passage from 
John Welwood’s book Perfect Love, Imperfect 
Relationships: Healing the Wound of the Heart 
“Everyone knows perfect lave in their heart, for the 
human heart is a direct channel through which 
absolute lave pours into this world. At the same 
time, human relationships are imperfect expres- 
sions of that love. This creates a painful gap 
between the perfect love we know in our hearts 
and the imperfect, incomplete ways it is expressed 
in our relationships. When we imagine that relative 
human love should be something it is not— 
absolutely unconditional—we suffer disappoint- 
ment and wind up distrusting love itself. We also 
hold grievances against others for not laving us 
rightly or against ourselves for not having won that 
lave. This gives rise to a universal human wound— 
the sense of not feeling loved for who we are.” 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

"| was walking down the street agonizing 
over what to do about a particularly trouble- 
some person in my life,” writes Tai Moses in 
her blog, aerophant.com, “when | saw a play- 
ing card laying facedown on the sidewalk. | 
turned it over.” It was a joker. Her thoughts 
immediately turned to the words of the 
philosopher Alan Watts: “When you get the 
message, hang up the phone.” | hope you'll 
be inspired by Moses’ experience, Libra. For 
now, the best approach to take with your 
knotty dilemmas is to welcome them as wild 
cards and X-factors that will bring you inter- 
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you on the road and you've gotta help 
each other to get yourselves out of 
trouble, but until then, you've gotta get 
this thing off the ground. 

“I think the easiest way to do it is to 
come up with a concept of how to do it 
or a clever little idea and figure out how 
to see that idea from a prototype to 
something that you could do 100 times 
or 500 times or 1000 times,” Kulba says 
of how to best go about getting down to 
business on your DIY packaging. “What 
it comes down to is coming up with a 
really clever idea and running with it, 
figuring out if you can pull it off and 
seeing how far you can take it.” 


THERE ARE A NUMBER of advantages 


and disadvantages to doing DIY pack- 
aging. Many of them are the flipside 
of the same coin—for example, while 
DIY packaging is often cheaper than 
getting something made for yourself, 
depending on what you decide to 
make your packaging out of, it can 
also be incredibly time consuming 

“1 think it depends on how elaborate 
the execution is,” says Kulba. ” It just 
comes down to the fact that your time is 
free but somebody else's time costs 
money, so if your time is free that’s cer- 
tainly a factor that should be figured into 
the actual production of a DIY package.” 

A DIY package also may not con- 
form to the usual standards of CD or 
vinyl packaging, which can be a good 
thing or a bad thing, explains Kulba. 

“For an old band that I was in, for a 
seven-inch we did the packaging our- 
selves and found these amazing ziploc 
bags that were slightly larger than a 
normal seven-inch, so when it came to 
putting them in stores it was harder to 
put them in the shelves that all the rest 
of the seven-inches went in,” he says. 


esting experiences and valuable lessons— 
and just stop worrying about them. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

In one episode of the TV show Seinfelo, Elaine 
couldn't get her favourite Chinese restaurant to 
deliver take-out food to her apartment. The man- 
ager said her neighborhood was just beyond the 
boundary of where his drivers were authorized to 
travel. But Elaine was determined. She went over 
to the apartment building across the street, 
which was within the restaurant's delivery zone, 
and set up an altemate home for herself in a jani- 
tors closet. | suggest you adopt a similar strate- 
gy, Scorpio. If you can’t get what you want in the 
place where you are, shift your location, 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

There are 300 000 surveillance cameras set 
up all over the city of Beijing, spying con- 
stantly on its citizens. London, a supposed 
bastion of democracy, has 500 000 such 
cameras. | highly recommend you don't visit 
either place in the coming weeks, Sagittar- 
ius. It's crucial for you to avoid influences 
that make you feel self-conscious or guilty, 
You've got to hang out in spots where 
you're not being watched, scrutinized, and 
evaluated. While you're at it. you might 
also want to tell your inner critic to shut the 
hell up. You need wide-open, judgment-free 
spaces, both without and within. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

In California's recent election, citizens voted to lib- 
erate poultry. Proposition 2 passed, mandating that 
from now on farmers cannot confine chickens in 
cages where they're unable to spread their wings. 
Meanwhile, in the same election, voters decided to 
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“But on the other hand, if you make 
things stand out people will notice 
them, and there are a lot of people who 
appreciate records based on the aes- 
thetics and will buy things just because 
they look cool or because they look 
interesting and | think that that’s some- 
thing that will always work in your 
favour—if something looks awesome.” 


BANDS CAN ALSO easily go wrong by 


coming up with an idea that is super 
awesome, but totally un-doable. 

“If you come up with a great idea 
and it costs $10 per CD, or it becomes 
so large that you can only carry 200 on 
tour as opposed to 500 of them, that’ 
when it starts to get bad,” says Kulba. 
"The detriment is how you form your 
goals about these things—as long as 
you're reasonable about packaging and 
as long as you're clever with it, you're 
not going to hurt yourself.” 

The best part of any DIY package, 
however. is the creativity. Getting the 
aesthetics to stand out from any other 
band on the planet and having them 
match your band’s aesthetics is some- 
thing of a challenge, but one that is 
interesting and fun to meet. And put- 
ting the effort in will always work out 
in your favour. > 

“I can’t stress enough that the best 
part of DIY packaging is you can go to 
different stores—craft stores, dollar 
stores, whatever—and you can find 
things that aren’t part of the canon of 
CD packaging and you can use them in 
that packaging,” says Kulba. “I think 
what it comes down to is ingenious 
uses of things that are not necessarily 
accepted in those terms. Plastic flow- 
ers? | dunno, Just use things in creative 

ways. | think that’s what really appeals 
to people.” w 


make it illegal for gay people to be married, a right 
that had previously been granted by the Califomia 
Supreme Court. How odd is it that chickens got a 
measure of freedom while gays had one of their 
precious freedoms cut away? I'm warning you to 
be wary of a metaphorically similar scenario loom- 
ing in your personal life, Capricom: in which one 
liberty is upgraded while another is sacrificed. Fight 
to make sure there's no net loss. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

Would you like to consistently be in the right 
place at the right time in the coming weeks? Per- 
sonally, |'d love you to have that knack. It would 
make my job more enjoyable, since | could fall 
asleep each night with the comforting thought 


that you are meeting your dates with destioy, 


while you're at the height of your powers. So 
what is the best way to ensure that you will have 
impeccable intuition and a great sense of timing? 
Here's what | say: set aside all expectations about 
What the past implies and what the future may 
bring. Instead, cultivate a desire to recognize and 
respond to the raw truth of each new moment. 


PISCES (FEB 19-MAR 20) 

There's a new elective surgery that makes it 

impossible to ever blush again. It's an expen- 

sive procedure that involves boring a hole in 

your armpit and cutting the nerve endings that 

are responsible, | wauldn’t recommend it for 
you, even though you're entering a phase when 

you'll be more prone than usual to blushing. 

Why? Because, according to my projections, 

your main reason for blushing in the coming 

days will be due to receiving sudden, unex- 

pected, or long-withheld praise. | believe it'll 

be a time when you're acknowledged for the. 
good things you do. Blush away! w 


‘Got Milk? 
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| watched Milk, a Gus Van Sant-directed 
biopic about the late, great Harvey Milk, 
with a sense of ownership. | had come 
across Milk’s name a few years ago and 
my curiosity compelled me to order Randy 
 Silt’s biography of Milk, The Mayor of 
Castro Street. | devoured it within a 
month and soon found myself following 
Internet rumours that Milk’s life was 
being made into a film. Years later, sitting 
in the theatre, | knew the film was going 
to be good, but | needed it be really good. 
The film begins with 1950's archival 
footage of men being arrested, suspected of 
being gay. Many of the men raise their 
handcuffed arms to cover their faces. Oth- 
ers stare into the camera; their beings, their 


cluelessness, bravery or brazenness pene- 
trate through the years. Technology anc the 
screen meet the audience head on—pro- 
jected four stories in front of you, their small 
act of defiance from decades ago of not 
being afraid or ashamed has ensured that in 
some way they have survived. 

The film ends with a cinematic recre- 
ation of the 30 000-person candlelight 
vigil that encompassed Market Street in 
San Francisco on the night of Harvey 
Milk’s assassination, led by Cleve Jones 
(played in the film by Emile Hirsh). 

If the title sequence of the gay men in 
the 1950s is meant to convey what life 
was like before Milk, the final scenes 
seem intended as a sad wink to what 
was next for the gay men of San Francis- 
co throughout the 1980s, ‘90s and today. 
While Milk was not alive to see the dev- 
astation that AIDS would inflict on his 
beloved community, his work did leave a 


2 CLASSIFIEDS 


IF YOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
VUE WEEKLY PLEASE PHONE 780-426-1998. 
DEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Looking for one or two open minded health 
conscious people interested in working from home 
full or part time. Clinically tested patented prod- 
ucts. No inventory to carry, 

For information call Ken at 780-454-6971 


EDUCATIONAL 


Actors Needed ... 
Must include professional attitude and 
— desire to succeed 
a www.vadastudios.com 


FRAMING 


PICTURE FRAMES 
MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 


Affordable picture frame options Music Posters, 
8126 Gateway Byyd. 439-0408. 


HELP WANTED 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume at 
10536 - 124 Street 


= Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 
Ph 780-907-0570 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs guar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780-221-3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


ARTIST 10 ARTIST 


Actors wanted, male & female, for full-length independ- 
ent film, to be shot in Edmonton in Spring/Summer 
2009; Non-paying—great experience. Email thefilmpro- 
ject@hotmail.com with your experience 


Bullet Productions needs actors with good improv 
skills for ongoing plays. Good pay, no rehearsals and 
lots of fun. Contact Darey 780-203-1712 


Cast needed for short experimental film. 
No pay, shooting early December 
For more info, contact: leon_cde@hatmail.com 


The Works Festival—Calls to Enter © Churchill 
Square 2009 Artisan Market and Food Street Vendors. 
Reduced rates if you apply by Feb. 15, 2009. Contact 
dawn@theworks.ab.ca for more info. Deadline: Apr. 
15, 2008 © Churchill Square 2009 Street Stage. 
Deadline: Feb. 15, 2009 » 2011 exhibit Deadline: 
Aug. 25, 2008 © 2nd Annual Chalk Art Contest 
Prizes are awarded on Canada Day, a Bey sty 

on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! 
2008 © 2nd Annual Smaller than a coin Ben ra 
your entry on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! 
1, 2009 © Download applications at 
www.theworks,ab.ca 


Steeps—Old Glenora: for open mic-Spoken word 
First Thursday every month. Contact Adam Snider to 
Sign up adam.snider@qmail.com 


MUSICIANS 


Pro rock band looking for powerful front man/lyricist 
to complete six-piece pro rock band. For auditions call 
780-995-6660 


framework, a community and people in 
power who would address HIV/AIDS. 

‘In between the bookended scenes is 
eight years in the life of Harvey Milk, from 
schelpy New York businessman to becom- 
ing a San Francisco city supervisor, in doing 
so becoming the first openly gay man to 
win a major political office in the history of 
the United States. 

Played by Sean Penn—a role rumoured at 
different times to have been offered to Robin 
Williams, Richard Gere and James 
Woods—Milk comes alive in all his gay- 
ness, nelliness, charisma and improbable 
leardershipness. Appropriately missing from 
the discourse around the performance of 
Penn and others is the rhetoric that came up 
with Brokeback Mountain around the need 
for openly gay actors to play gay roles. This 
argument is in part neutralized by the acting 
strength flexed by Penn, Hirsh and others. 

Another is the fact that Van Sant is a 
strong and subtle director who knows 
when to let the camera linger, hover, move 
in closer and pull away. In the first scene 
between Milk and his reluctant lover 
(played by Franco), Van Sant's direction and 


Bass player wanted to relocate to Medicine Hat to 
play in various new metal/rock project with Hart 
Bachmier of Disciples of Power. 25-35 yrs. Must have 
long hair; serious ing only. 403-504-5135 


Texas Blood Money is looking for a talented and dedi- 


cated bass player. If music is your top priority, you 


have a great attitude, are willing to rehearse 3-4x per 


week and can be available for tour then please give 
us a shout! Serious panes only please 780-920- 
8 


The Loud Hailers seek keyboardist and saxophonist 


for original rock n roll, rhythm & blues 
780-760-7284 Justin 


Three-piece power trio requires lead guitarist for 
modern rock project. Please be mature and serious 


JUNIOR ACCOUNTANT 


Book publisher fooking for highly tivated person 
with an educational background in accounting to 
Serve aS a Suppor to the accounting staff for a group 
of companies, This junior position will provide an 
excellent hands-on learning opportunity for someone 
looking to gain work experience as well as grow with 
the company. Flexible hours may be considered. 


REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS: 

*At intermediate or higher lavel of a recognized 
program in accounting 

» Experience with ACCPAC or Simply Accounting 
preferred 

+ Experience with MS Excel preterred 


OFFICE ASSISTANT 


ebaesauseeeesnesesser ens 
Ave you looking for a groat working anvironment 
with a well-established company? This south 
side publishing firm is looking for a mature 
Office Assistant/ Receptionist with a strong 
commitment 10 good customer service and the 
ability to support accounting and sales 
functions. One year’s experience in a similar 
tole and experience with ACCPAC and Excel 
preferred 


referencing the position for 
which you are applying. 


Penn's unabashed commitment to be quee-- 


ny, needy and full of comely desire bring 

you fully into Milk’s world and from there 
on in, even in the face of Milk’s great 
achievements, Franco always feels like the 
man that got away. 


VAN SANT, a well-established yet indie 
favourite, also knows how to assemble the 
working best around him. The lighting in the 
film is superb—a scene near the end of the 
film catches one of Milk’s tear-filled eyes on 
the day he is to die, gleaming saintly against 
the depths of encroaching dark blue and 
black even though we know it is moming. 

The music in the film, by well-known 
composer and frequent Van Sant-collabo- 
rator Danny Elfman, relays the overarching 
theme of the movie, hope, even though we 
all know the sad ending to Milk's life. 
Soaring strings and angelic voices punctu- 
ate the everyday yet ultimately historic 
actions of a man gone too soon. 

Milks writer and soon-to-be writing 
superstar Dustin Lance Black wrote the 
Milk screenplay without any producer's 
backing or promises. Black's outness, 


780-418-2214 


2 singer/songwriters have started a Pop/Jazz group. 
Practice weekly. Looking for musicians (18-24yrs) who 
are creative and can improvise. Need pianist, gui- 
tarist, bassist, drummer, celloist, and brass section. 
Contact: kareneleven@hotmail.com 


Wanted: Singer and bass player for heavy onginal 
project. Infl: Tool, Filter, Mudvane. Contact Aaron 780- 
474-7076 aa77ron@hotmail.com 


Youth rock band available to play non-profit events. 
Visit www.st-rock.com for booking, 
Part of www.therockgeneration.com 


VOLUNTEER 


| Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 | 


Fun and Inspiring 
Employment 


Public Outreach is offering great positions for anyone 
looking to gain valuable work experience in a fun and 
flexible environment. 


As part of an Outreach Team, you will engage in meaning- 
ful dialogue in order to promote sustainable funding on 
behalf of our select group of non profits. Our Teams enjoy 
working outdoors in a dynamic and interactive atmo- 
sphere, on behalf of causes they feel passionately about. 
With flexible scheduling, excellent training, and scholar- 
ships this is an ideal employment opportunity! 


$14 / Hour 


No Commission 


To apply, please send resume with cover letter 
to edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 
or call 780.436.9896 
www.publicoutreach.ca 


comfort with gay as 4 topic and'wiriting 
talent come out th his script. 

Timeless as the story of hope is, the, 
story of Harvey Milk also is now timely 
Milk’s story finally arrives to movie the 
atres across North America mere mont); 
after president-elect Obama gave million 
of Americans a reason to hope, and in the 
shadow of Prop 8 in California and simila, 
propositions in other states that will se; 
rights taken away or not granted to pec 
ple based on their sexual orientation 

Sitting in the theatre, watching the filr, 
with some of my friends, the feeling o; 
ownership | walked into the theatre wi: 
gave way to communal giving. As far a: 
we are from San Francisco and as many 
generations which have passed since Ha; 
vey Milk’s victories, we are all inheritors o( 
his legacy and the hope he generated 

| don’t know if the film is perfect bu: | 
do know that Milk’s story—whic| 
includes those who came before him tha) 
shaped him and those who followed wis 
were shaped by him—is ours as much a 
it's his, and the film is a way we can 
share our stories with everyone. w 


Pu sd needed for the annual Ice onWhyte 
Festival, Jam 15-25, 2009 in Festival Park, 85 Ave 
104 St. visit www.iceonwhyte,ca, email Shelly Hal) 

Zenew at shelly@iceonwhyte 
Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old. 
www.youthvalunteer.ca 


Bring laughter, smiles and simple delights to child an 
back into your life! Be a Big Brother or B Big Siste, 
Today! Call 424-8181. Remember you don't have to 

change your life to change theirs! 


VOLUNTEER 


Print your ad here... 


Phone 426- 1996 from Samr-5pm Mon-Fri ° Email Coban aioe, com ° 10303- 108St. Edmonton 


Deadline Tues at Noon « Print legibly on lines at right + Up to 45 Characters per line * Every letter, ‘Space or mark counts a3 one character » Allow one space following punctuation 
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ae ‘rewarded with an actual boyfriend, the type 


| Who proudly introduces you as his girlfriend 

: can a future together without 

. —stnirking. Oil at 
—- _--_—_ vicarious hate-on for those guys, so I've 
Vie oy been reading with interest some of the 


recent glut of articles and books on the 


state of young manhood, First World-prob- 
_ lemversion. 
Most of these come down to “men are 


just big boys/no they aren't,” the argument 
currently raging, or at least smouldering, 
pretty much anywhere you find people dis- 
cussing the current social climate and 
where we seem to be heading, love-and- 
marriagewise. On the “no wonder you can’t 
find a boyfriend” side you find innumerable 
lifestyle articles and most notably and 
recently, Gary Cross's Men To Boys: The 
Making of Modem Immaturity, in which the 
historian blames the immaturity he sees in 
modern Western males on three decade’s 
worth of cultural shift, starting with a 


begins fall 2008. www.redcross.ca/cnar, Education 
Coordinator: 780,702.4158 / E: edmonton.respect- 
ed@redeross.ca 


Brain Neurobiology Research atUofA 
Hospital is seeking healthy and depressed subjects 
{not currently taking antidepressants) for various stud: 
jes. Reimbursement for expenses provided. Call 407- 
3221 (depressed only), 407-3906 (healthy or 

fi depressed), or 407-3775 (female healthy or 
are hoping to expa depressed, including pregnant and just delivered) 
‘youth team (12-24 yrs old). Contact Laura Keegan —§ — AA A A 
at laura keegan@redcross.ca Drs Appointment Buddy—Accompany new refugee 
immigrants to their medical appointments to give 
support and assist with paperwork. Thu, 10:30am- 
2:30pm. Transportation not required. Leslie 780-432- 
1137, ext 357 


energetic, caring |. committed vol- 
jon Educators for its 
Abuse Prevention Program. 
ED Training Program 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 780-444-1547 


Instructor Support Aide—Assist Health Care Aide 
Training instructors in a program for immigrant 
‘women to present course materials, and students. 
4hrs/wk, 8am-noon, or 1-4pm, Mon-Fri. Northeast 
location. Leslie 780-432-1137, ext 357 


Senior's Birthday Entertainment 
Senior recreation/activity centre needs volunteer 
entertainers for monthly aftemoon parties. 
Weekday message Karen 780-468-1985 seesa.ca 


The Support Network: Volunteer today to be a 
Distress Line Listener. Apply on line et: www.thesup- 
portnetwork.com or call 780-732-6648 


Elder Abuse Victim Advocate—Assist, provide tele- 
phone support. Mature volunteers, 35+, with calm 
manner and excellent communication skills wanted 
Volunteers receive intensive training and support 
Commitment: Two 2 he shifts/month, plus attendance 
‘at monthly staff meeting. Daytime Mon, Tue, or Thu 
fam-Spm. Leslie 780-432-1137, ext 357 


Volunteer for your local Red Cross. Help us make our 
mission of assisting the mast vulnerable in aur com- 
munity and around the world possible. Volunteer for 
Red Cross. To volunteer call 780.423.2680 / E: wz- 
edm-dm@redeross.ca 


I SSE EEE 
Rise Up: Radio Free Edmonton on CJSR FM 88 
seeking people with a critical ear who will be at 
picket-lines, blockades, any sites of struggle 
people, corporations or governments to sim- 


ly bring a recorder and send us the fo 
i seine jsccom, Sam Power, 780-492-2577 
ext. 4 for fing equipment and more details 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in a 
are Many axing sie aici! Cal dy 
uti i available 
Se 780-424-3545, ext 249 


Volunteers Mean et assist Dee We on first 
Leb essentials, 2-3 hrs. occas. 
week Ws. ball Judy 780-424-3545. ext 249 


Tejection of the old, unquestionably mascu- 
line and often admirable but also frequent- 
ly rigid and authoritarian paternalism of the 
“Greatest Generation” which left men 
wandering, lost and fatherless. This is 
nothing startling—we've heard it before— 
but he does present a decent argument and 
does so without too much blame, some 
hope for the future of heterosexuality, and 
none of the (admittedly rather entertaining) 
snottiness of our next example, the recent 
articles by Kay S Hymowitz in City Journal. 
City Journal is the organ of conservative 
think-tank the Manhattan Institute, but so 
what? It has lively cultural commentary and 
even if you don't want to be a conservative 
yourself, it isn’t (I think) contagious, so why 
shouldn't readers of leftish news weeklies 
read out of their comfort zones occasionally? 
And its authors, apparently, aren't afraid to 
say they were wrong, which is always 
cheering. The first of the two articles, 
“Child-man in the Promised Land” was 


Volunteers Needed! to help adult immigrants learn 
English. 3-4hrs/wk. No exp. req., various locations. 
Judy 780-424-3545, ext 249 


Meals on Wheels, volunteer kitchen help and drivers 
needed, weekdays 10am-Ipm. Call 780-429-2020. 


Volunteer for ElderCare. Help with daily activities for 
seniors, Call 780-434-4747 Ext. 4 
Canadian Mental Health Association—Edmonton 
Region Board Recruitment. For info visit www.cmha- 
edmonton.ab.ca, click on Volunteer. Contact Abigail 
Partish-Craig at grammaabby@shaw.ca 


EC.AW.AR, (EDMONTON COALITION AGAINST 
WAR AND RACISM) Volunteers welcome 
Www.wage-peace.com for info/contacts, 780-988-2713 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network. 780-732-6648. 
www. thesupportietwork.com 


Acall for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
fies: Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 780-944-4687 Visit: www.adhc.ca 


Volunteer for the AGA and meet other art enthusi- 
asts, get a free membership after 30 hrs of volunteer 
work, get invitations to events and movies. For info 
contact Priscilla Wagar at 780-422-6223 or pwa- 
gar@artgalleryalberta com 


Would you like to help people/families affected by 
Alzheimers? Socialize with seniors while assisting 
with games and activities. ElderCare Edmonton, 780- 
434-4747 ext 4 


Help to broadcast news nationally for the 
blind and print-restricted! 
Email edmonton@voieeprintcanada.com, 
or call 780-451-8331 


Join in the hottest new trand of personal history. 
Unique volunteer opportunity to develop your artistic 
and writing skills by helping to put together a collec- 

tion of life history stories of Edmonton elders 


ARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Help Line 

24 Hours a Day-7 Days a Week 

{f you want to stop using, we can help 
Local: 780-421-4429 

Toll free: 1-877-463-3537 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


ASIAN TOUCH MASSAGE 
100% GFE, best service in town 
ww freewebs.com/asiant ouch (780) 695-3623 


Christie's Outeall Massage. 
Hot German blonde. 
780-964-7361 


ADULT 


Northside Studio 
19910 127 Ave main floor 
Come out and play 
780 452 7440 


Heterosexuality in peril! 


another of the “men suck” pieces. The man- 
child, whom she contrasts with the man, 
who has or wants a wife and kids and and 
actually seeks out responsibilities and then 
discharges them rather than avoiding ever 
acquiring any, has tastes both formed by 
and reflected by Maxim and Adult Swim. He 
likes video games and junk food and sex but 
not women, really, and he doesn't call when 
he says he will because he never intended 
to—why should he when there's always 
another girl who, not having met him yet, 
expects even less from him than you do? 

That was the first article. The current one 
has Hymowitz exploring the (really rather 
startling) not-so-uncerground Man Web and 
finding that a lot of these guys are treating 
women like trash because the women (they 
feel) are trashing them right back. 

Women, say the young men, want it all 
and switch the rules on you without 
warning. They want equality except when 
they don’t, and then you're in trouble for 


not bringing roses. Plus, they're attracted 
to jerks, they sneer at nice guys and then 
they blame you for acting like a prick. 

This state of affairs, the shifting rules and. 
foles, may have brought us to this point,” 
writes Hymowitz, where the gulf between 
male and female mores and modes of 
expression is wider than it has been since 
before the First World War, and a certain 
amount of aggression, contempt and rude 
gamesmanship (see both The Rules and 
Rules of the Game) is both expected and to 
some extent accepted. | leave it to 
Hymowitz to troll the gamier recesses of the 
web for sites like AlphaSeduction and Eter- 
nal Bachelor, but you shouldn't be too sury. 
prised to hear that this stuff is out there. 

Are these dispatches from the new war 
correspondents accurate? Oh, somewhat. 
As much as can be expected from lifestyle 
journalism, anyway, which by definition 
requires a phenomenon, the more disturb- 
ing the better. Is this state of affairs uni- 
versal? Certainly not. Is it inevitable? See, | 
think not. What's that everyone's been say- 
ing about hope and change? 

LOVE, ANDREA 


SERVICES 


SACE-Pablic Education Program: Sexual 
Assault Cantre of Edmonton {www.sace.ab.ca) 
provides crisis intervention, information, counsel- 
ing, public education services. For a customized 
resentation T: 423-4102/F: 421-8734/E 
info@sace.ab.ca; www,sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 


Line: 423-4121 


Canadian Mental Health Association, 
www.emha-edmonton.ab.ca Education 
Program is pleased to offer workshops to give 
you the skills to intervene with people who may 
be al risk for suicide. Follow the links to 
ASIST or call 414-6300 


Chat 
with 
100's of 
HOT 


FREE 


girls! Calgary 403-313-3311 
NighiDine. Other cities 1-877-834-4044 


Edmonton | 


LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 


Prncallinay 
A AR eet te lees a 


Try Cratealine Text for free. Text “vtra” to SPREE « worwccreteline.ce 


DEON 06047, 2000 WS WESMLY 


Mobile pay, text “SCORE” to 96669 
$5.00/10min 


1-900-561-5555 sasisomin 


1-900-451-3333 sisson ) 
Edmonton 


780-665-0808 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/S24™) 
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i [| T F FOR ‘OUR FAVOURITE RIDE IH OUR z 
a CHOOSE "HW CRUISE CONTEST 4 
ANO "YOu COULD WIR IT! | .| 
Ladies and gentlemen, start your thumbs. TEXT IN AND VOTE for the ride that moves z | 


you the most and you'll havea CHANCE TO WIN IT! Choose the rugged JEEP PATRIOT 
the hip JEEP COMPASS or the bold DODGE CALIBER. . 


To cast your vote, jUSt text CALIBER, COMPASS or PATRIOT to 24680 


Once you've voted, we'll text you back with contest entry details. 


am, | 


- i* 
; \ eee TS, “E 
<—’ SO owt NW: 
2009 DODGE CALIBER | 2009 JEEP COMPASS | 2009 JEEP PATRIOT 
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